
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2023; 5:00 PM

CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

I. Call to Order

II. Secretary's Report

A. Consideration of the November 14, 2023 meeting minutes. 

III. Communications

IV. Old Business

A. Case COA23-28: Request to relocate ADA ramp into building, add building signage
and improve the overall street presence at the Davenport Public Library, 321 Main
Street. The Davenport Public Library - Edward Durell Stone Building is a locally listed
historic landmark in the Davenport Commercial Historic District. Legat Architects on
behalf of the Davenport Library, petitioner. [Ward 3]

V. New Business

VI. Other Business

VII. Open Forum for Comment

VIII. Adjourn

IX. Next Commission Meeting: January 9, 2024



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 12/12/2023

Subject:
Consideration of the November 14, 2023 meeting minutes. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommend approval of the November 14, 2023 meeting minutes. 

Background:
The November 14, 2023 meeting minutes are attached. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Meeting Minutes 11-14-23

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 12/6/2023 - 9:42 AM



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2023; 5:00 PM 
 

DAVENPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT | 416 N HARRISON STREET | COMMUNITY ROOM 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Chairperson McGivern called the meeting to order.  
Present: McGivern, Franken, Miranda, Hustedde, Powers, Kretz 
Staff Present: Werderitch  
 

II. Secretary's Report 
 

A. Consideration of the October 10, 2023 meeting minutes. 
 

Motion by Hustedde, second by Kretz, to approve the October 10, 2023 meeting 
minutes.  Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote (5-0). 

 
III. Communications 

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. New Business 

 
A. Case COA23-30: Request to install new doors at 613 West 6th Street. Isaac and Mary 

Farber House is located in the Local Historic Hamburg District. Lenny DeSantiago, 
petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Werderitch presented an overview of the proposed project. The applicant is petitioning 
to have new doors installed at both the front and rear entrances. Neither door is original 
to the home, nor has a historic photograph been located detailing the design of the 
original door. The replacement door is a Therma Tru Door in a walnut grain.  
 
Staff recommended approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness to install new doors 
at 613 West 6th Street in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060 C and D of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following 
standards: 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes 
necessary to maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby 
minimizing the impact of the proposed alteration. 

2. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather 
than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the 
new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture and other visual 



qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall 
be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

 
Lenny DeSantiago, applicant, was in attendance to answer questions. He stated he is 
open to a door design that contained a window.  
 
Motion by Franken, second by Kretz, to add a condition that the replacement doors shall 
have a painted finish, rather than a wood-stained finish. Motion to add the condition 
passed by a roll call vote (6-0).  
 
Motion by Hustedde, second by Kretz, to add the following condition: If desired by the 
property owner, a door with a window may be selected if architecturally compatible 
with the character of the building. The design will be reviewed and approved by 
City staff. Motion to add the condition passed by a roll call vote (6-0). 
 
The property owner agreed with the two proposed conditions.  
 
Motion by Hustedde, second by Franken, to approve Case COA23-30 with the following 
two conditions: 

1. The replacement doors shall have a painted finish, rather than a stained finish. 
2. If desired by the property owner, a door with a window may be selected if 

architecturally compatible with the character of the building. The design will be 
reviewed and approved by City staff. 

Motion to approve with the two conditions passed by a roll call vote (6-0). 
 

VI. Other Business  
 
VII. Open Forum for Comment 

 
VIII. Adjourn 
 

Motion by Kretz, second by Powers, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by a voice vote (6-
0). The meeting adjourned at 5:12 pm.  

 
IX. Next Commission Meeting: December 12, 2023 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 12/12/2023

Subject:
Case COA23-28: Request to relocate ADA ramp into building, add building signage and improve
the overall street presence at the Davenport Public Library, 321 Main Street. The Davenport
Public Library - Edward Durell Stone Building is a locally listed historic landmark in the Davenport
Commercial Historic District. Legat Architects on behalf of the Davenport Library, petitioner. [Ward
3]

Recommendation:
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for site improvements
at 321 Main Street in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060 C
and D of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards:

New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size,
massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district.

Background:
The Davenport Public Library enlisted the services of Legat Architects for exterior renovations at
321 Main Street. Several concepts were presented to the Commission at its September 12, 2023
meeting. Site improvements include installation of freestanding signs, a Quad Cities Art Pad,
replacement railings, and the relocation of the ADA ramp to be closer to the main
entrance. Commissioners emphasized symmetry and preserving the significant architectural features of
the library. 
 
Based on the direction of the Commission, Legat Architects submitted a revised application for formal
consideration. The improvements include the following scope of work: 

1. Monument Signs: To improve wayfinding, the Library has proposed two freestanding monument
style signs. One will will be located at the northwest corner of the building, advertising to traffic
and pedestrians along 4th Street and Main Street. Based on the direction of the Commission, a
second monument sign is placed above the wall at the southwest corner of the Library. The signs
are a lower profile to preserve views of the historic structure. These locations were determined
for their symmetry and visibility. The total sign area is 42.6 square feet (4'4" tall by 9'10" in
length). The black aluminum lettering is set against a concrete background and base. A light
fixture at the base of the monument will up light the signs for nighttime visibility. Staff believe the
location, sign, and materials compliment the New Formalism architecture of the main library. 

2. Accessible Entrance: The new ADA ramp will be relocated in front of the main entrance. The
existing location is inconvenient as it is positioned near the intersection of 4th Street and Main
Street. Legat Architects revised the plans to create symmetrical ramps between a staircase at
the center of the structure. Black railings will be installed to compliment the black aluminum
fencing in front of the façade. 

3. Pavement: The concrete pavement adjacent to the main entrance will be replaced as part of this
project. The existing pavement, underneath the building's overhang, has a checkered pattern.



The squares are an exposed aggregate concrete. The new pavement will replicate the
dimensions and design of the checkered pattern. However, the Library is proposing a stained
black concrete instead of an exposed aggregate pavement. Staff believe the dark pavement will
compliment the window and door trim as well as the railing color. 

4. Fence Span: The existing zig-zag fencing, which was installed in the 1990s to deter
skateboarding, will be removed.  A new black ornamental railing will span the length of the
wall along Main Street. The railing will be mounted to the side of the existing wall to present a
clean forward facing design along the public sidewalk. 

5. Entrance Items: A book themed sculpture will greet patrons near the entrance along Main
Street. This art pad may feature rotating work from local artists. In addition, bike racks will be
positioned closer to the main door in hopes of deterring people from locking their bikes to the wall
railing. There are currently racks tucked away near the northwest corner of the building. 

6. Landscape: New planters will be installed in the openings of the wall to help soften the historic
structure. Existing planters will be aligned perpendicular to the wall to focus pedestrians towards
the entrance. Finally, new landscaping will be planted along the foundation of the north façade.
This area is currently planted with evergreen shrubs. 

 
 Staff believe the proposed site improvements and landscaping have a minimal impact to the
designated property's original plan/layout as well as its visual character. The renovations compliment
the architecture of the Library through the use of appropriate materials, dimensions, and scale.  
 
Property History:
The Davenport Public Library was designed by noted architect Edward Durell Stone and
dedicated in 1968. It is an important example of Mid-Century Modern architecture, specifically the
New Formalism architectural style, and is the only building designed by Edward Durell Stone in
Iowa. 
 
Buildings designed in the New Formalist style exhibit many classical elements including struct
symmetrical elevations, building proportion and scale, classical columns and are often set on a
podium. 
 
The library is constructed of poured concrete and white, pre-cast block. The entrance to the library
is characterized by six columns supporting a wide, slitted overhand creating the library's front
porch. The north and south elevations of the building feature the same architectural block, a roof
overhang and floor to ceiling windows while the east elevation has no windows. The existing railing
was added to the front porch in the 1990s. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Plan Set
Backup Material Photos-Existing Condition

Backup Material Davenport Main Library Local Landmark
Designation

Backup Material Historic Preservation Ordinance-Review
Standards

REVIEWERS:



Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 12/8/2023 - 9:53 AM
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Application Name
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Application Fee:  NONE

MINOR & MAJOR ADDITIONS, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, &
NEW BUILDINGS SHALL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ITEMS*:

  

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  (not a scope of work)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office  563.326.6198 
planning@davenportiowa.com

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Dimensioned Site Plan  (proposed & existing buildings/site items)
Grading Plan with 2 foot intervals (if needed)
Mechanical Screening shall be shown 

  
 

 SUBMITTED

    

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

•
•

•
•

•

•

* Major Additions & New Buildings may require more extensive information

Submit this form with attachments to: planning@davenportiowa.com

APPLICATION FOR

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

RESOURCE TYPE

SITE ADDRESS  & PARCEL NUMBER and/or HISTORIC NAME

 

  

 
 

 

    

 

  

Material specs: type, dimensions, color & manufacturer

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

revised Jan. 2023

 
 
  

 
 

Formal Procedure
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to 
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of 
Davenport. Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant 
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required.  Inaccurate or 
incomplete applications may result in delay of applicant's scheduled meetings.

(2) Scope of Commission's Consideration:
Only work described in the application may be approved.
If insufficient information exists to make a proper judgment on the application, the Commission 
may continue the consideration a maximum of 60 days,  excluding applicant's continuances.

(3) Post Commission Ruling:
An approved Cert. of Appropriateness does not constitute a City permit or license and does vest 
against any other land development regulation or regulatory approval. Applicant must contact 
necessary development authorities.
Appeals to determinations are $75 made to City Council and shall be in writing submitted to
the Zoning Administrator within 30 calendar days of Commission’s decision.

ALL SUBMITTALS SHALL INCLUDE:

Full Scope of Work (SOW) attached as a .PDF
all work  & materials  shall be described  &  itemized/listed in detail

Photos or renderings of all existing building/sign façades 

Proposed color building/sign elevations to scale
rendered showing existing and/or proposed building materials

 

 

 
 
 

MEETING DATESUBMITTAL DATE

 

 

 
 
 

Materials Board of sample building materials proposed 

APPLICABILITY  PRIOR to any work  on applicable Historic Resources:

A Certificate of Appropriateness must be submitted & approved 
PRIOR to the commencement of the following:
  Any Building or Sign Permit changing the exterior (except demo)
  New construction/Addition or exterior alteration of a structure
  Sign installation or alteration

Demolition of any local or national historic resources shall require
a Historic Demolition Request Application

 
 
  
 

 

 

  
 

 

Acceptance of Applicant

I, the undersigned, certify that the information on this application to the best of
my knowledge is true and correct.  I further certify that I have a legal interest in
the property in question, and/or that I am  legally able to represent all other 
persons or entities with interest in this property, and acknowledge formal 
procedure and submittal requirements.

I understand I am responsible for attendance at the meeting as shown on the 
historic preservation commission calendar.  The City  reserves the right to 
require further site studies as necessary.

By checking this box and typing my name below,
I am electronically signing this application.

Type Applicant's Name here to serve as a signature

CITY OF  DAVENPORT
Development  &  Neighborhood
Services  _  Planning
1200 E. 46th  St
Davenport, IA  52807

mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
https://www.davenportiowa.com/planning
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h!19sChIJYYlGY6814ocRiQKzI4SWRVE?authuser=0&hl=en&rclk=1
tel:5633286198
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=7274112
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=1024&PageType=Search
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=6481456&pageId=16764902
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/@41.5689532,-90.5562182,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h?authuser=0&hl=en
tel:5633266198
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
www.davenportiowa.com/dns
https://ecode360.com/35577272#35577346


DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY
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GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS
1. Monument Sign
2. Accesible Entrance / Stairs

LANDSCAPE
3. New Planters Along Fence
4. Align Existing Planters
5. Align Planters / New Landscaping

ENTRANCE ITEMS
6. Book Sculpture
7. New Bike Rack

FENCE SPAN
8. Fence

KEY

12/01/2023
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DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY 12/01/2023
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DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY 12/01/2023
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Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Section 14.01.060 Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 

C. Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to any 
other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district. In all 
cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration the issue 
of economic feasibility and other technical considerations. 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to 
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the 
proposed alteration; and 

2. The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and 
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and 

3. All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place 
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
architectural features shall be discouraged; and 

4. Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or 
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and 

5. Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and 

6. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old 
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and 

7. Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall 
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-blasting 
and wet blasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to be done, 
the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and 

8. Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be 
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken; and 

9. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such improvements 
do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size, massing, scale, 
color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application 
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or 
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C. 
 

1. Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be 
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a 
designated historic district; and 

2. Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows 
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the 
designated property; and 

3. Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively 
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and 

4. Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways 
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and 

5. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated 
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should be 
compatible; and 

6. Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration 
and character; and 

7. Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking, 
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original 
plan/layout and its visual character. 
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