
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022; 5:00 PM

CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

I. Call to Order

II. Secretary's Report

A. Consideration of the June 14, 2022 meeting minutes. 

III. Communications

IV. Old Business

V. New Business

A. Case COA22-08: Exterior alteration at 1234 East River Drive. The Abner Davison
House is a locally listed historic landmark. Quad City Restorations, petitioner, on behalf of
Des Moines Restorations, LLC. [Ward 3]

B. Case COA22-09: Request for exterior alteration at 511 Gaines Street. Hamburg
Local Landmark Historic District. Jonathan Pham, petitioner. [Ward 3]

VI. Other Business

VII. Open Forum for Comment

VIII. Adjourn

IX. Next Commission Meeting: August 9, 2022



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Matt Werderitch 563.888.2221

Date
 5/10/2022

Subject:
Consideration of the June 14, 2022 meeting minutes. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommend approval of the June 14, 2022 meeting minutes. 

Background:
The June 14, 2022 meeting minutes are attached. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Meeting Minutes 6-14-22

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 7/7/2022 - 3:43 PM



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022; 5:00 PM 
 

DAVENPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT | 416 N HARRISON STREET | COMMUNITY ROOM 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Chairperson McGivern called the meeting to order.  
Present: McGivern, Franken, Miranda, Powers, Lesthaghe 
Excused: Powers, Sage 
Staff Present: Berkley, Werderitch 
 

II. Secretary's Report 
 

A. Consideration of the May 10, 2022 meeting minutes. 
 

Motion by Lesthaghe, second by Miranda to approve the May 10, 2022 meeting 
minutes.  Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote (4-0). 

 
III. Communications 

 
Werderitch updated the Commission on the recent Party in the Park event.  

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. New Business 

 
A. Case COA22-06: Installation of a new playground at Credit Island, located at 2200 West 

River Drive. City of Davenport Parks and Recreation Department, petitioner. [Ward 1] 
 
Werderitch presented an overview of the conceptual playground design for Credit 
Island. Chad Dyson, Parks and Recreation Department, was in attendance to answer 
questions.  
 
Staff made a recommendation to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to install 
new playground equipment on Credit Island per Chapter 14.01.060 of the Davenport 
Municipal Code, subject to the following condition: 

1. If any archeological resources are discovered during construction, stop work and 
notify the State Historic Preservation Office. 

 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060.C.9 of the Davenport Municipal Code. The Project meets the following 
standard: 



1. Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed 
activity shall be protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

2. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when 
such improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is 
compatible with the size, massing, scale, color, materials and character of the 
property, neighborhood, and district. 

 
Motion by Franken, second by Miranda, to approve staff recommendation for approval, 
subject to the listed condition, of Case COA22-06. Motion to approve staff 
recommendation passed by a roll call vote (4-0). 
 

B. Case COA22-07: Request for the installation of a new roof at 532 West 8th Street. 
Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District. Foley Contracting LLC, petitioner, on behalf of 
William and Mary Luallen. [Ward 3] 
 
Werderitch stated when issuing permits, city staff overlooked that this structure was 
located within the Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District. The contractor was told to 
finish the reroofing due to the significant amounts of rain throughout the week and to 
prevent further damage to the home. 
 
Commissioners inquired whether the completed work was in conformance with 
preservation standards.  
 
Staff made a recommendation to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to install a 
new roof at 532 West 8th Street in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060C and D of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following 
standards: 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes 
necessary to maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby 
minimizing the impact of the proposed alteration. 

2. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather 
than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the 
new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture and other visual 
qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall 
be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

 
Motion by Lesthaghe, second by Miranda, to approve staff recommendation for 
approval of Case COA22-07. Motion to approve staff recommendation passed by a roll 
call vote (4-0). 
 

VI. Other Business 
 

A. Davenport Historic District Surveys 
 



Based on feedback from last month's Historic Preservation Commission meeting, staff 
created a spreadsheet of Davenport's twenty historic districts. The inventory is 
organized based on the most recent year a survey was conducted for each district. 
There are twelve districts that have not been surveyed since the 1980s. 
 
Commissioners inquired the costs associated with the most recent update.  

 
VII. Open Forum for Comment 

 
Kelly Lao, Executive Director of the German American Heritage Center and Museum, informed 
the Commission that a vehicle crashed into the storefront door and window of the center. She 
detailed the scope of the damage and inquired about the Historic Preservation Commission 
process.  

 
VIII. Adjourn 
 

Motion by Franken, second by Miranda to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by a voice vote 
(4-0). The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.  

 
IX. Next Commission Meeting: July 12, 2022 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  DNS
Contact Info:  Matt Werderitch 563.888.2221

Date
 11/9/2021

Subject:
Case COA22-08: Exterior alteration at 1234 East River Drive. The Abner Davison House is a
locally listed historic landmark. Quad City Restorations, petitioner, on behalf of Des Moines
Restorations, LLC. [Ward 3]

Recommendation:
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alteration at
1234 East River Drive in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
Staff recommend tabling the restoration of the railings until further information is provided. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060C of
the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards:

Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration.
Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial
evidence.

Background:
The Abner Davison House is a historic mansion built in the late 1850's on a terrace overlooking the
Mississippi River. The original cubic footprint was constructed in a Tuscan Italianate architectural style.
The home was substantially enlarged with the construction of a two story Prairie style addition to the
west side in the early 1900s. The two contrasting architectural designs are brought together with a
covering of gray stucco along with the removal of brackets and a belvedere. It is also believed that the
carriage was erected during this same time on the north side of the property. 

The Gilda's Club of the Quad Cities occupied the property from 1998 to 2020. The structure was
recently purchased by Des Moines Restorations LLC. The new ownership group intends to the
restore both the interior and exterior of the home and carriage house back to its original glory. The
slate roof, which was approved by the Commission at their November 9, 2021 meeting, has been
installed. 
 
The applicant is returning with the following scope of work:

1. Resurface the stucco exterior.
2. Repair and resurface the front porch.
3. Restore front railings.

 
The applicant is proposing to resurface the exterior stucco siding on both the main structure and
the carriage house. The existing surface is cracking, discolored, and showing signs of severe



deterioration. According to the Historic Property Inventory Sheet, the original construction was
brick. At some point a previous owner decided to apply a coarse stucco finish over the historic
brick. Since the inventory sheet describes the gray stucco as bringing "the new and old sections of the
house together", there is historic integrity to this exterior finish. 
 
The new finish will not be applied directly to the historic brick. Instead, the existing coarse stucco will be
smoothed to create a flat wall surface, which the new Spanish skip trowel finish will be applied over.
The applicant has selected a gray limestone finish. This is the smoothest and flattest texture option
provided by the contractor. 
 
It should be noted that if the applicant were pursuing historic tax credits for the new stucco finish, it
is likely SHPO/NPS would not approve the smoother stucco texture. Instead, the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation would recommend the coarser finish be applied to the
structure. However, staff believe the proposed finish is in compliance with the City's Historic
Preservation Ordinance. 
 
In addition, the project scope includes resurfacing the concrete front porch. Hairline fractures have
started to develop on the porch base and staircase. The applicant will install a new concrete finish
to prevent further deterioration. To complete the front porch rehabilitation, the black metal railings
will also be restored and refurbished. However, additional details on the scope of work are
needed.
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Historic Property Inventory Sheet
Backup Material History of the Abner Davison House-1
Backup Material History of the Abner Davison House-2

Backup Material Historic Preservation Ordinance-Review
Standards

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 7/8/2022 - 10:43 AM
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Werderitch, Matt

From: Chris Rogers <chris@quadcityrestorations.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2022 6:10 PM
To: Werderitch, Matt
Cc: Berkley, Laura
Subject: Re: [EXT] 1234 E River Dr - exterior walls

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Categories: Yellow Category

Hi Matt and Laura, 
 
Thank you so much for meeting with Nathan and I today. I really appreciate you taking the time to explain the 
process and what we need to do moving forward. I’m going to leave the application below. Please let me know 
if I missed anything that I need to fill out. I’ll also leave photos of the front porch we are proposing to repair and 
resurface, the railings on the front porch and front elevation that we are proposing the restore as well as the 
stucco siding on the front elevation of the carriage house that has been resurfaced already. I’ve already left Matt 
the photos, proposal, material and scope for the stucco siding on the main house so I think we should be good 
there. Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you need anything further from me before the meeting on July 12. 
 
Thanks, 
Chris  
 
 
Front porch concrete restoration: 
Darryl Johnson  
Unique Concrete Design  
309-292-0343 
 
Front porch and elevation railing restoration: 
Stephen Boyler 
Boyler’s Ornamental Iron 
563-209-5552 
 
Gazebo carpentry restoration: 
Mark Kellenberger 
Mark Construction LLC 
563-579-7869 
 
Stucco siding restoration: 
Chris Belser  
Bi-State Masonry 
563- 529-4951 
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On Jun 24, 2022, at 9:07 AM, Chris Rogers <chris@quadcityrestorations.com> wrote: 

Thanks, Matt. I appreciate the call this morning. I’m looking forward to meeting with you and 
Laura on Tuesday. 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Jun 24, 2022, at 9:03 AM, Werderitch, Matt 
<Matt.Werderitch@davenportiowa.com> wrote: 

  
Chris, 
  
Just following up on our phone call this morning. Laura Berkley and myself will 
meet you Tuesday at 2pm at 1234 E River Drive. 
  
Have a great weekend, 
  
Matt Werderitch 
Planner II | Development & Neighborhood Services 
City of Davenport 
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T 563-888-2221 
1200 E 46th Street, Davenport, IA 52807 
  
davenportiowa.com 
  

From: Chris Rogers <chris@quadcityrestorations.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 2:19 PM 
To: Werderitch, Matt <Matt.Werderitch@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: [EXT] 1234 E River Dr - exterior walls  
  
Hi Matt, 
 
As I’ve been working with Marion on the house at 1234 E River Dr, I have discussed with her my 
plan to clean up the exterior walls that are all cracked and discolored throughout with a new cover 
of Spanish skip trowel finish. She told me as long as I stayed with a cement based material like the 
existing stucco that is cracked and damaged and has been incorrectly patched over the years with 
caulking as well as going with the same light gray color that is currently on the home, I would be 
good.  
 
I had my contractor, Chris Belser with Bi-State Masonry, who is doing the exterior work, speak 
with Marion about another historic property that we are restoring, Hose Station #7 downtown, and 
the Gilda’s Club home came up in their conversation. She told him that I would need to speak with 
you and the HPC before doing any of the work on the walls. I had no idea since I wasn’t changing 
the cement base of the exterior or the color. All I am doing is giving the exterior walls a much 
needed facelift.  
 
I told my contractor to halt any work until I was able to speak with you about this and now I am 
worried. I’ll leave photos of the house and walls below as well as the work and materials that have 
been proposed. Please let me know when you would be able to talk. 
 
Thanks, 
Chris  
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National Regis te r - Davenport MRA - 7/27/84 
82-010-446 82-02533 DAVENPORT 

SURVEY 1982 

Davenport 
Department of Community Development 
Iowa Office of Historic Preservation 

Dennett, Muessig & Associates, Ltd. 

SITE #82-10- RD-E1234 MAP NUMBER 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 
NAME Abner Davison House 
ADDRESS 1234 East River Drive 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Fulton's Add., Pt. Blk. 2 com 
116' W of SE cor Blk 2-W 140'-N414'-E to NE cor 
Lot 1 Blk 2-S 381' to N/L River St. 

ACREAGE ap.2 ZONE R4D UTM 15/703840 4600030 
OWNER Don S. Challed & Wife TITLE H 

5 McClellan Blvd. 
Davenport IA 52803 

DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE Tuscan Italianate (orig.) DATE c.1860-1910 
FORM 2 stories; nearly square main block w/full-height rear wing 
(original part); two-story wing added west side; multiple hipped roofs 
MATERIALS original construction was brick, addition clay tile; stuccoed 
FENESTRATION two French doors on front of main block; plate 
glass casements? in bands on west wing; various 1/1 and 2/2 d.h.s. elsewhere 
FEATURES main entrance porch w/fluted Doric columns and pilasters; wide 
door w/sidelights; ornate Victorian gazebo near SW corner of main block 
ALTERATIONS original rear elements of 2 and 1-1/2 stories redone as single 
two-story mass; west wing added; wood veranda across front of main block 
removed; exterior stuccoed; window sash replaced, esp. at front 
SITE house set on crest of hill, w/sweeping lawn to retaining wall 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE The Abner Davison house successfully incorporates 
both Italianate and Prairie influences, the result of two distinct building 
phases. The house appears to have been originally constructed in the cubic 
"Tuscan" form of the Italianate style, in the late 1850's or early 1860's, when 
the style was extremely popular among well-to-do Davenport residents. Sometime 
between about 1900 and 1910, the house was considerably enlarged through 
modification of the original rear wing and addition of a two-story wing on the 
west side. This new wing repeats the hipped-roof form of the original main 
block, but organizes windows in horizontal bands, a Prairie style feature that 
contrasts with the Victorian verticality of the tall, narrow windows at the 
front of the earlier section. A covering of gray stucco brings the new and old 
sections of the house tegether, as does removal of brackets and possibly a 
belvidere. The only decorative element is the columned entrance porch. The 
house is impressively sited on an enormous, terraced lot which still retains 

(CON'T) 

Page 1 SITE #82-10-RD-E1234 



HISTORICAL DATA Abner Davison was the original occupant of this 
residence, which may have been built as early as 1858. Davison was a lawyer in 
partnership with David S. True at the time. By the 1890's, Davison had another 
partner, Joe R. Lane. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

SOURCES Davenport City Directories, 1858, 1861, 1866, 1873, 1890-91 

ARCHITECTURAL EVALUATION 
DESIGN good STATURE focus CONTEXT good FABRIC good 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE local DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION 

HISTORICAL EVALUATION 
PRIMARY THEME SECONDARY THEME 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBLE yes PHOTO ID 1744-17A,18A; 1760-18,19 

Martha H. Bowers, Architectural Historian Marlys Svendsen, Historian 

SITE #82-10-RD-El234 Page 2 



CONTINUATION SHEET SITE #82-10-RD-E1234 

82-010-446 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (con't) 
evidence of an original carriage drive. The ornate, wrought-iron gazebo near 
the front of the house is an important decorative feature, now the only truly 
"Victorian" element remaining. 



Historic Building Data Sheet 
Village of East Davenport 
Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Contract # CD-1-20. City of Davenport 

1158/22A 
NE 

Abner Davison House 

1234 E. River Drive 

36-11 

R4D 

Don S. Cholled and wife 

5 McClelland Blvd. 

Abner Davison 

3 bay. 2 story block with wings 

cellar 

1 plane with moulded drip cap 

stucco 

rusticated "ashlar" 

wood 

architectural 

2 stage side 

asphalt 

has longitudinal ridge 
brick 

stucco 



2 

hooded entrance with heavy corbels; 2 stage: Jacobean 

pavilion on north: 2 staqe sunporch on west 

140' 
400' 

gazebo 

any increase in speed or traffic flow on East River Drive could have 
negative visual impact on property, built by a nineteenth century 
Davenport banker before 1882. 

Schooler 

Cavin 

1/28/77 

1/26/77 

Data of I n i t i a l Construction: 

=.1840 c.1350 c.1860 c.1870 _x_c.l880 =.1890 c.1900 

c.1910 after 1910 Specific Date ( i f known) 

Style: Frontier Italianate Neo-Classic Revival Art Deco 

Classic Revival Romanesque Revival «. English Eclectic Ranch Style 

Gothic Revival Queen Anne Federal Revival _Spl i t -Level 

Tuscan Villa __Eastlake Bungaloid U t i l i t a r i an 

Second Empire Georgian Revival Western Stick Style Other 



SOUTH CAROLINA, Marlon County, Mullins, Liberty Warehouse (Flue-Cured Tobacco Production 
Properties TR), Park St. (08/03/84) 
SOUTH CAROLINA, Marion County, Mullins, Nealand Dixon's Warehouse (Flue-Cured Tobacco 
Production Properties TR), S. Main St. (08/03/84) 
SOUTH CAROLINA, Marion County, Mullins, Old Brick Warehouse (Flue-Cured Tobacco Production 
Properties TR), Main and Wine Sts. (08/03/84) 
SOUTH CARO LIN A, Marion County, Zion vicinity, Dew Barn (Flue-Cured Tobacco Production 
Properties TR), NW of Zion (08/03/84) 

SOUTH DAKOTA, Bon Homme County, Scotland, Koobs House, 431 Fourth St. (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Brown County, Aberdeen, Dakota Farmer Building, 1216 S. Main St. (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Brown County, Aberdeen, Simmons House, 1408 S. Main St. (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Butte County, Vale, Vale School, Off SD 79 (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Edmunds County, Roscoe, Roscoe Community Hall, 202 Mitchell St. (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Lincoln County, Canton, Isakson, John, House, 504 E. Third St. (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Lincoln County, Lennox, Harney Hospital, 305 S. Main St. (08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Minnehaha County, Sioux Falls, Queen Bee MILL, N. Weber Ave., Falls Park 
(08/01/84) 
SOUTH DAKOTA, Pennington County, Rapid City, Rapid City Garage, 827—829 Main St. (08/01/84) 

TEXAS, Harris County, Houston, Sheridan Apartments, 802—804 McGowen St. (08/02/84) 
TEXAS, Tarrant County, Arlington, Hutcheson-Smith House, 312 N. Oak St. (08/02/84) 

WISCONSIN, Dane County, Madison, Lamb Building, 114 State St. (08/02/84) 

The following properties were also entered in the National Register but were excluded from a previous 
notice: 

IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Adams, Walker, House (Davenport MRA), 1009 College Ave. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Ball-Waterman House (Davenport MRA), 616 Kirkwood Blvd. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Burdick, Anthony, House (Davenport MRA), 833 College Ave. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Busch, Diedrich, House (Davenport MRA), 2340 E. 11th St. (07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Cameron, W.S., House (Davenport MRA), 623 Kirkwood Blvd. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Cawley, James, House (Davenport M R A), 1406 Esplanade (07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Copeland, George, House (Davenport M R A), 929 College Ave. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Davenport Hose Station No. 3 (Davenport M R A), 326 E. Locust St. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Davison, Abner, House (Davenport MRA), 1234 E. River Dr. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Ebeling, Arthur, House (Davenport MRA), 1106 W. 15th St. (07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Ebeling, Henry, House (Davenport MRA), 1623 W. 6th St. (07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Eldridge, D.C., House (Davenport MRA), 1333 E. 10th St. (07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Eldridge, Theodore, House (Davenport MRA), 1404 E. 10th St. 
(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, First Church of Christ, Scientist (Davenport MRA), 636 Kirkwood 
Blvd.(07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Grilk, Charles, House (Davenport MRA), 2026 Main St. (07/27/84) 
IOWA, Scott County, Davenport, Guy, Finley, Building (Davenport MRA), 310 E. Locust St. (07/27/84) 
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Historic Places: “Riverview”
Posted on September 26, 2020 by SCblogger

This month Gilda’s Club of the Quad Cities, the non-profit Cancer Support Community, announced they were
moving out of the iconic mansion at 1234 East River Drive and would be relocating and expanding to 2 locations:
Genesis West Campus in Davenport and Unity Point – Trinity Moline.

Let’s take a look at the history of this 150-year-old building and the families that have called it home.

Abner & Mary Emma Davison, 1852-1909

Abner Davison was born on January 3, 1820, in Oswego Co., NY to Chester and Lorena Davison. He attended
Fredonia Academy and graduated from Union College in Schenectady, NY in 1845. He moved to Davenport in
1852. He became one of the leading lawyers in Davenport, first with the firm of Davison & True (1854-1873) and
later with Davison & Lane (1874-1900). Abner’s son Charles and James’s son Joe continued the law firm after
their respective parents’ deaths, and the firm continues to this day as Lane & Waterman.

Abner Davison married his cousin Mary Emma Davison in January 1854 in Davenport. The couple had seven
children: Ella, Charles, Alice, Frances (Mrs. C.A.) Ficke, William, Mary (Mrs. F.J.) Waltz, and Jessie (Mrs. W.R.)
Weir.

Mary Emma Davison was born on February 28, 1835, in Cooperstown, N.Y. She died in Pasadena, California on
February 28, 1909. Abner Davison died at his home on May 17, 1900.

The Davison home was built in the mid-1850s on Cottage Avenue (street name changed to Front Street in 1867,
and River Drive in 1934) between Bridge & College Avenues in A.C. Fulton’s Addition to East Davenport and was
platted as “Riverview.” It was originally a 2 story Tuscan Italiante style house made of brick with hipped-roof, tall
narrow windows, a main entrance porch with fluted Doric columns and pilasters, and an ornate Victorian Gazebo
near the southwest corner.

Davenport Democratic Banner, August 20, 1852

Primary Selections from Special Collections
Myths and Mysteries, Hysterical
Histories, and Tree-Kickin' Genealogy

https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/2020/09/26/historic-places-riverview/
https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/author/scblogger/
http://www.gildasclubqc.org/future/
https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/


10/28/21, 2:22 PM Historic Places: “Riverview” | Primary Selections from Special Collections

https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/2020/09/26/historic-places-riverview/ 2/23

1852 Iowa State Census 1856 Iowa State Census
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1892



10/28/21, 2:22 PM Historic Places: “Riverview” | Primary Selections from Special Collections

https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/2020/09/26/historic-places-riverview/ 4/23

The Daily Times, May 17, 1900 Davenport Democrat and Leader, February 28, 1909
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Davenport Democrat and Leader, October 25, 1909

The Daily Times, May 8, 1902 The Daily Times, May 8, 1902
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Charles H. & Mary Gilchrist Crowe, 1910-1933

Charles Henry Crowe was born in Peterboro, Ontario, Canada on July 15, 1873, to Charles and Margaret Jane
(Hall) Crowe. He married Miss Mary Gilchrist on October 15, 1908, in Davenport.

Mary Gilchrist Crowe was born in Rapids City, Illinois on March 13, 1881, to John W. and Caroline Gilchrist. The
family moved to Davenport in 1900 and Mary attended St. Katharine’s school and the University of Illinois.

Mary died on November 19, 1933, at the family home. After his wife’s death, Charles lived with his brother-in-law,
Charles Gilchrist at 812 Bridge Avenue. Charles H. Crowe died in Sacramento, California on November 30, 1937.

Mr. Crowe was a member of the Davenport Zoning Board and Commission, former president of the Rotary Club,
was active in the Sunshine Club, Davenport Lodge No. 208, A.F. and A.M., Zarephath Consistory, and Kaaba
Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. Mrs. Crowe was a member of the Chi Omega sorority of the University of
Illinois, the Davenport Garden Club, and the Tuesday Club.

The couple came back to Davenport in 1910 when Charles took a job as secretary of his father-in-law’s company,
the Alden Coal Co. He purchased the Davison home, which was next door to his in-laws on East River Drive.
During this time the home underwent a major renovation of the original rear wing, the addition of a west wing,
prairie style windows, and gray stuccoed exterior.

Davenport Democrat and Leader, September 2, 1912
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1910-1950

Mary Gilchrist Crowe portrait by J.B. Hostetler, ca. 1910

http://www.umvphotoarchive.org/digital/collection/scdpl/id/1393/rec/2
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1915 Iowa State Census 1915 Iowa State Census

WWI Draft Registration WWI Draft Registration

1920 Federal Census 1925 Iowa State Census
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City of Davenport Iowa Building Permits

Davenport Democrat, November 19, 1933 Iowa Death Records
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C. Arthur Ruhl, 1934-1953

Mary Gilchrist Crowe’s sister and brother-in-law, Caroline “Midge” Gilchrist and Charles Arthur Ruhl moved into
the home in 1934.

Charles Arthur Ruhl was born March 15, 1897, in Davenport to Mr. and Mrs. John Ruhl. He served as a 1st
Lieutenant in Battery B 185th Field Artillery and served in the Mexican border in 1915-1916 and in the United
States Army during WWI. In 1920 he became affiliated with the firm of Ruhl & Ruhl. He married Caroline
“Midge” Gilchrist on January 25, 1924, in Davenport. The couple had 3 children: John G., Charles A., and Mary
Challed.

Caroline “Midge” Gilchrist was born in Gilchrist, Ilinois to Mr. and Mrs. John W. Gilchrist. She graduated from St.
Katharine’s school and attended National Domestic Arts and Sciences School in Washington, D.C. She died on
November 13, 1973.

Mr. Ruhl was a senior member and president of the Blackhawk-Perry Corp, vice president of the First National
Bank Corp., past president of the Davenport Association of Insurance Agents, past president of the Iowa
Insurance Agents Association, a charter member of the Davenport Country Club, the Town Club, Davenport Club,
40 and 8, American Legion Post No. 26, the 720 Club, and the Outing Club. He died on January 21, 1959.

Davenport Democrat and Leader, December 1, 1937
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Caroline “Midge” Gilchrist Ruhl portrait by J.B. Hostetler, ca.

1917

http://www.umvphotoarchive.org/digital/collection/scdpl/id/2891/rec/2
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The Daily Times, January 10, 1933
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1940 Federal Census

City of Davenport Iowa Building Permits
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The Daily Times, January 22, 1959
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Don S. Challed, 1960-1972

Caroline Gilchrist and C. Arthur Ruhl’s daughter and son-in-law, Mary Ann Ruhl and Don Challed, moved into the
home in 1960.

Don Challed was born on May 25, 1932, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa to Dr. Don and Olga Miller Challed. He attended
McKinley High School in Cedar Rapids, Carleton and Coe Colleges, and the School of Business at Northwestern
University. He began working for Ruhl & Ruhl Insurance in 1957 and retired in 1995 as past president and
chairman of Ruhl & Ruhl Incorporated.

Don was married to Mary Ann Ruhl on October 29, 1955, at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Davenport. The couple had
4 daughters: Catherine Ann McPeek, Caroline Anne Fix, Anne Marie Saveraid, and Elizabeth Mary Polaschek.

Mr. Challed was a charter life underwriter, past president of the Davenport Association of Insurance Agents,
regional chairman of the Hartford Insurance Group, regional chairman of Continental Insurance Companies, past
president of Rotary International Davenport Noon Rotary Club, Davenport Chamber of Commerce, Davenport



10/28/21, 2:22 PM Historic Places: “Riverview” | Primary Selections from Special Collections

https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/2020/09/26/historic-places-riverview/ 16/23

Club, the Outing Club, Rod & Gun Club, Visiting Nurses Association of Davenport, Crow Valley Golf Club, and
served on the vestry and as senior warden for Trinity Cathedral.

The Daily Times, October 29, 1955

City of Davenport Iowa Building Permits
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David Cole, 1973-1979

The 1973-1979 Davenport City Directories list David Cole at 1234 East River Drive. All we’ve been able to find on
David C. Cole is this photograph and a classified ad for a 1972 Ford Gran Torino that ran in the Quad-City Times
from 1976-1979.

Times-Democrat, June 20, 1965 TImes-Democrat, March 6, 1970
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Quad-City Times, March 14, 1973

1980-1986

In the early 1980s, the house was advertised for rent by Ruhl & Ruhl. Names listed in the Davenport City
Directories at this address during this time include Robert Q. DiVita, John D. Reynolds, William A. Knott, Louis L.
Gunthorp, and Brenda L. Traylor.
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Quad-City Times, June 25, 1984

River Oaks Inn B & B, 1987-1997

William & Suzanne Pohl and Ronald & Mary Jo Pohl purchased the home in 1986 and turned it into Davenport’s
first Bed & Breakfast, River Oaks Inn. They also refurbished the carriage house behind the home into an auxiliary
Bed & Breakfast.

William Frank Pohl was born July 29, 1943, in Davenport to Ernest Francis Pohl and Mary Marie (Farris) Pohl.
He graduated from Assumption High School in 1961 and received a teaching degree from the University of Iowa.
Bill married Suzanne A. Dessert on July 12, 1975, in Davenport.

Mr. Pohl taught at Monroe School in Davenport. He was an Air Force Veteran and Peace Corp volunteer stationed
in Colombia. Mr. Pohl died on September 1, 2003.
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Quad-CIty Times, March 4, 1986

Quad-City Times, August 3, 1986
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Quad-City Times, February 7, 1991

Gilda’s Club, 1998-2020

On August 15, 1997, Ron & Mary Jo Pohl deeded the property to Gilda’s Club of the Quad Cities. Named in honor
of comedienne Gilda Radner who died of ovarian cancer in 1989, the first Gilda’s Club opened in New York City in
1995.

Gilda’s Club of the Quad-Cities provides emotional and social support for people living with cancer, their families,
and friends. They offer various support groups, lectures, art therapy, and social gatherings. In 2003 they added
space just for kids called “Noogieland”. All of these services are offered free of charge.
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Ephemera – Organizations – Gilda’s Club [2003]

(posted by Cristina)
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Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Section 14.01.060 Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 

C. Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to any 
other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district. In all 
cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration the issue 
of economic feasibility and other technical considerations. 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to 
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the 
proposed alteration; and 

2. The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and 
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and 

3. All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place 
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
architectural features shall be discouraged; and 

4. Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or 
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and 

5. Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and 

6. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old 
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and 

7. Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall 
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-blasting 
and wet blasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to be done, 
the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and 

8. Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be 
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken; and 

9. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such improvements 
do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size, massing, scale, 
color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application 
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or 
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C. 
 

1. Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be 
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a 
designated historic district; and 

2. Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows 
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the 
designated property; and 

3. Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively 
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and 

4. Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways 
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and 

5. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated 
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should be 
compatible; and 

6. Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration 
and character; and 

7. Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking, 
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original 
plan/layout and its visual character. 

 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  DNS
Contact Info:  Matt Werderitch 563.888.2221

Date
 10/12/2021

Subject:
Case COA22-09: Request for exterior alteration at 511 Gaines Street. Hamburg Local Landmark
Historic District. Jonathan Pham, petitioner. [Ward 3]

Recommendation:
Staff recommend the Historic Preservation Commission deny the Certificate of Appropriateness for
exterior alteration at 511 Gaines Street. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060C of the
Davenport Municipal Code. The project does not meet the following standard:

The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible.

Background:
The chimney at 511 Gaines Street was recently damaged when a vehicle struck a nearby utility pole.
Given the close proximity of the utility wires to the chimney, it is inferred that the impact caused the
wires to vibrate and collide into the home. The force of the wires was strong enough to cause the
chimney to collapse. The entire chimney structure has remained in tact and is currently resting on the
surface of the roof. 
 
City staff met with the property owner on June 24, 2022 to view the damage. In the interest of public
safety and to prevent further damage to the home, staff advised the owner to remove the chimney from
the roof. This would serve as a temporary solution until formal review by the Historic Preservation
Commission. 
 
The applicant received a bid from Falcon's Nest Chimney Sweeps, Ltd. to perform the following work:

1. Remove the chimney from the roof.
2. To install roof pass through and install double wall liner from roof to minimum height requirement. 
3. To install up and down collar. 
4. To roof around opening. 

 
Since chimneys are an important design element on historic buildings, removing the feature and not
replacing it is discouraged. Given the architectural feature remains in tact, the chimney should be
repaired and reconstructed. It is important to note that the brick above the roofline does not appear to
be original to the home. However, any reconstruction will require separate review and approval from the
Commission. 
 
Summary of Previous Historic Preservation Commission Action at 511 Gaines Street:
The City's Neighborhood Services Department issued a Complaint Notice and Order on July 9, 2021
due to the substandard condition of the dwelling. There were several exterior projects cited in the letter
that require review from the Commission. City staff are continuing to assist the property owner to
ensure the home can be repaired according to building code and historic preservation standards. 
 
The following violations were noted in the letter:



1. Improper construction of the rear addition.
2. Exterior walls-deteriorated/missing block/brick/stucco/stone
3. Repair/tuckpoint and/or replace chimney
4. Weather proof exterior walls
5. Improper roof covering
6. Stairways-deteriorated/missing stair system
7. Roof-fascia boards
8. Windows-weather protection needed

Since the initial order was sent, the property owner received approval from the Historic Preservation
Commission to install a new asphalt shingle roof at its August 10, 2021 meeting. This work has since
been completed. 

The Neighborhood Services Department issued a follow-up Final Official Notice on September 9,
2021 regarding the remaining sub-standard conditions that have not been corrected. After site
visits and correspondence with City staff, the following exterior alterations were approved by the
Commission at their October 12, 2021 meeting:

1. Repair and water proof chimney with mortar mix
2. Demolish improper rear addition and stairway
3. The reconstruction of the rear addition and stairway was tabled. 

 
Additional pending items will be brought forward for review at a later date. The property owner and
city staff are coordinating the outstanding items identified in the September 9, 2021 Final Official
Notice. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Background Material & Photos
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Historic Property Inventory Sheet-2017

Backup Material Historic Preservation Ordinance-Review
Standards

Backup Material Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
Rehabilitation-Roofs

Backup Material Final Official Notice 9-9-21
Backup Material Official Notice and Order 7-12-21

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Berkley, Laura Approved 7/8/2022 - 10:39 AM
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Before After

Brick on the Chimney 
does not appear to be 
original to the structure.



1. Remove chimney.
2. Install roof pass through and 

install double wall liner from roof 
to minimum height requirement.

3. Install up and down collar.
4. Roof around opening. 
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United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018   
 
Hamburg Historic District (amended)  Scott County, Iowa 
Name of Property                   County and State 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
  Section 7, page 44 
 

Address 
State #, Map #, FS # 
2016 district status 
1983 district status 

Historic Name significant date/s 
architectural style/type 

Materials of walls, foundations, 
roof 

History of property (owners/residents, census data including 
birthplace of self (and parents), Sanborn map info), Current use 

Architectural data (architect/builder, 
features, modifications), Garage data 

624 W 5th St 
 

State #82-00479 
 
Map #004 
Field Site #A-10 
Parcel #G0052-04 
 
Updated district status:  

1 contributing building 
(A, C) 

 
1983 NRHP status: Non-

contributing  

Charles and Amelia (Ruch) 
McElroy House 

c.1874 
Gable-front - 2 story, 3 bay 
(McClelland type) (2 story) 

Walls: brick (solid) 
Foundation: stone 
Roof: gable-front - asphalt shingles 

1860s-70s - lot owned with Lot 1 to west by John Ruch - daughter Amelia 
married Charles McElroy - sold this part of lot in 1874; 1874-1881 - 
Charles and Amelia McElroy (Charles E. McElroy & Co -  leather, hides, 
pelts, etc)   

1880 census: McElroy, Charles (31, salesman) - born in US - PA (US - PA, 
US - PA); wife: Amelia (30) - born in US - OH (US - PA, US - PA)   

1881-1887 - Henry F. and Eliza Moeller (H.F. Moeller Manufacturing Co - 
box factory); Nov 1887 - John Stahmer; 1887-1891 - Wulf and Margaretha 
Hahn; 1891-1894 - Hahn heirs - Blunk et al   

1910 Sanborn map: house - 2 story - extant   
1910 census: Blunck, Theodore (69, retired) - born in Germany (Germany, 

Germany); wife: Wilhemina (58) - born in US - IA (Germany, Germany)   
1894-1926 - F. Theodore and Wilhelmine Blunck (American Preserves Co, 

Davenport Turnhall Holding Co), also Herman and Amelia Blunck in 
1910s; 1927-1942 - owned by Adolph Fanth - used as rental (1935 - Fred 
and Margaret Tindall)   

1942-1955 - Fred and Margaret Tindell (refrigerator repair), also in 1945 - 
624 1/2: Pearl and Ruby Waite; 1955-1960s - owned by Harry and Lily 
Wessel   

1956 Sanborn map: house - 2 story - extant   
Current use: single family house - rental 

Architect/builder: - 
Porch: entry concrete steps 
Windows: 2/2 wood windows - 
segmental brick arch lintels with 
keystones and shoulders 

Architectural details: double-door entry 
with transom, first story angled bay 
window on east, two story angled bay 
window on west, circular gable window, 
decorative gable window on rear 

Modifications: Historic: c.1888 - two-
story bay window added on west 
(between 1886 and 1892 maps); Non-
historic:  - 

Garage: none 
Other site features:  

630 W 5th St 
 

State #82-00480 
 
Map #005 
Field Site #A-11 
Parcel #G0052-03 
 
Updated district status:  

1 contributing building 
(A, C) 

 
1983 NRHP status: 

Contributing (key)  

John and Elizabeth (Cumber) 
Ruch House 

c.1867 
Gable-front - 2 story, 3 bay 
(McClelland type) (2 story) 

Walls: brick (solid) 
Foundation: stone 
Roof: gable-front - asphalt shingles 

c.1867-1903 - John Ruch (pork packer, later partner with brother Henry in 
brick manufacturing) - wife Elizabeth (here 1867-1869), then Caroline 
(1870), and then wife Mariah Josephine (1879-1903); brother Henry Ruch 
also lived here (brick manufacturer)   

1880 census: Ruch, John (53, pork packer) - born in US - PA (Switzerland, 
US - PA); wife: Mariah (35) - born in US - MA (Hungary, US - PA)   

1903-1913 - Mariah J. Ruch - also three other families lived here   
1910 Sanborn map: house - 2 story - extant   
1910 census: Ruch, Maria J (61) - born in US - MA (Austria, US - PA); wife: 

three other families here too (all born in US) - born in US   
1913-1915 - owned by Dakota A. Whiford (1915 - rooms - Leona Carney 

and A.E. Fisher); 1918-1923 - series of owners (Elizabeth Hess, Ford 
Harrington, Thomas Agar, George Roggenkamp, Thomas Agar); 1923-
1938 - Frank H. and Anna Petersen - lived in one unit   

1938-1946 - Anna Petersen - lived in one unit - 4 apts by 1945; 1947-1951 - 
H. Wildasin - rental; 1951-1956 - Oscar Gilbert - rental; 1956-1968 - 
owned by Harry and Lilly Wessel - used as rental; 1968 - Lily Wessel   

1956 Sanborn map: apartments (4 units) - 2 story - extant   
Current use: single family house - owner occupied 

Architect/builder: McClelland, Thomas 
W. (contractor) (attributed) 

Porch: entry concrete steps 
Windows: 2/2 wood windows - 
segmental brick arch lintels with 
keystones 

Architectural details: full length first story 
windows, first story square bay window 
on east, 

Modifications: Historic: c.1888 - first 
story bay window added on east - 
noted as "glass" in 1892 (between 
1886 and 1892 maps); Non-historic:  
1956 - converted to four apartments; 
1962 - front porch removed, concrete 
steps installed; 2007 - three windows 
restored 

Garage: (former carriage house 
converted to duplex - see 511 Gaines) 

Other site features:  

511  Gaines St 
 

State #82-01824 
 
Map #006 
Field Site #A-12 
Parcel #G0052-02 
 
Updated district status:  

1 contributing building 
(A) 

 
1983 NRHP status: 

Contributing  

Ruch Carriage House 
(converted to duplex) 

c.1867 
Victorian carriage house (1 1/2 

story) 

Walls: brick (solid) 
Foundation: stone 
Roof: side gable 

1867-1903 - carriage house owned by John Ruch - lived at 630 W. 5th St   
1903-1913 - carriage house for Mariah J. Ruch - lived at 630 W. 5th with 

three other families listed   
1910 Sanborn map: outbuilding - 1 1/2 story - extant   
1918 - 511 Gaines first appears as separate address with owner living here 

- Ford J. and Laura Harrington - owned Lot 1 with 630 W. 5th from 1918-
21; 1921-1938 - owned by F.H. and Anna Petersen (all of Lot 1) - used as 
rental unit, with apts in house also   

1938-1946 - owned by Anna Petersen (widow) - split property in 1946 and 
sold house at 630 W. 5th St - retained 511 Gaines and lived here (listed 
here through 1955, died in 1976) - noted as 2 unit dwelling in 1956   

1956 Sanborn map: apartment - 1 1/2 story - extant   
Current use: single family house - owner occupied 

Architect/builder: - 
Porch: entry steps (concrete) 
Windows: 6/6 wood windows (some, 
mix) - brick segmental arch lintels 

Architectural details: segmental brick 
arches indicating earlier openings - 
large one on north along alley 

Modifications: Historic: 1910s - 
remodeled from carriage house to 
rental housing (2 units by 1940s); Non-
historic:  - 

Garage: none 
Other site features:  



Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Section 14.01.060 Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 

C. Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to any 
other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district. In all 
cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration the issue 
of economic feasibility and other technical considerations. 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to 
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the 
proposed alteration; and 

2. The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and 
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and 

3. All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place 
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
architectural features shall be discouraged; and 

4. Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or 
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and 

5. Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and 

6. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old 
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and 

7. Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall 
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-blasting 
and wet blasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to be done, 
the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and 

8. Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be 
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken; and 

9. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such improvements 
do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size, massing, scale, 
color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application 
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or 
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C. 
 

1. Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be 
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a 
designated historic district; and 

2. Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows 
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the 
designated property; and 

3. Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively 
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and 

4. Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways 
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and 

5. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated 
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should be 
compatible; and 

6. Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration 
and character; and 

7. Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking, 
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original 
plan/layout and its visual character. 
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Slate and copper mansard roofs in an
urban canyon.

Copper and wrought iron
weathervane.

 

The roof--with its shape; features such as
cresting, dormers, cupolas, and
chimneys; and the size, color, andchimneys
patterning of the roofing material--is an
important design element of many
historic buildings.

In addition a weathertight roof is essential to
the longterm preservation of the entire
structure. Historic roofing reflects availability
of materials, levels of construction
technology, weather, and cost.

For example, throughout the country in all
periods of history, wood shingles have
been used--their size, shape, and detailing
differing according to regional craft practices.
European settlers used clay tile for roofing
as early as the mid-17th century. In some cities, such as New York and Boston,
clay was popularly used as a precaution against fire. The Spanish influence in the
use of clay tile is found in the southern, southwestern and western states. In the
mid-19th century, tile roofs were often replaced by sheet metal, which is lighter
and easier to maintain. Evidence of the use of slate for roofing dates from the
mid-17th century. Slate has remained popular for its durability, fireproof qualities,
and its decorative applications. The use of metals for roofing and roof features
dates from the 18th century, and includes the use of sheet iron, corrugated iron,
galvanized metal, tin-plate, copper, lead and zinc. Awareness of these and
other traditions of roofing materials and their detailing will contribute to more
sensitive treatment.

 
Roofs ....Identify, retain, and preserve

recommended.....

 

Identifying, retaining, and preserving roofs--and
their functional and decorative features--that are
important in defining the overall historic character
of the building.

This includes the roof's shape, such as hipped,
gambrel, and mansard; decorative features, such
as cupolas, cresting chimneys, and weathervanes;chimneys
and roofing material such as slate, wood, clay tile,
and metal, as well as its size, color, and patterning.

not recommended.....
  Radically changing, damaging, or destroying roofs which are important in defining

the overall historic character of the building so that, as a result, the character is
diminished.

https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/metals01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/windows01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/stand.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/guide.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/masonry01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/wood01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/metals01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/roofs01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/windows01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/entrance01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/store01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/structure01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/spaces01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/mechanical01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/building01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/setting01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/energy01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/new01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/access01.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/rehab/health01.htm
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Gable and pent roof in excellent condition.

Repairing slate roof using traditional
methods.

Removing a major portion of the roof or roofing material that is repairable, then
reconstructing it with new material in order to create a uniform, or "improved"
appearance.

Changing the configuration of a roof by adding new features such as dormer
windows, vents, or skylights so that the historic character is diminished.

Stripping the roof of sound historic material such as slate, clay tile, wood, and
architectural metal.

Applying paint or other coatings to roofing material which has been historically
uncoated.

Roofs ....Protect and Maintain

recommended.....

 

Protecting and maintaining a roof by cleaning the gutters and downspouts
and replacing deteriorated flashing.

Roof sheathing should also be
checked for proper venting to prevent
moisture condensation and water
penetration; and to insure that
materials are free from insect
infestation.

Providing adequate anchorage for
roofing material to guard against wind
damage and moisture penetration.

Protecting a leaking roof with plywood and building paper until it can be
properly repaired.

not recommended.....

 

Failing to clean and maintain gutters and downspouts properly so that water and
debris collect and cause damage to roof fasteners, sheathing, and the underlying
structure.

Allowing roof fasteners, such as nails and clips to corrode so that roofing material
is subject to accelerated deterioration.

Permitting a leaking roof to remain unprotected so that accelerated deterioration
of historic building materials--masonry, wood, plaster, paint and structural
members--occurs.

 
Roofs ....Repair

recommended.....

 

Repairing a roof by reinforcing the
historic materials which comprise roof
features.

Repairs will also generally include the
limited replacement in kind--or with
compatible substitute material--of those
extensively deteriorated or missing
parts of features when there are
surviving prototypes such as cupola
louvers, dentils, dormer roofing; or
slates, tiles, or wood shingles on a main
roof.
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Replacement of damaged clay tile roof.

not recommended.....

 

Replacing an entire roof feature such as a cupola or dormer when repair of the
historic materials and limited replacement of deteriorated or missing parts are
appropriate.

Failing to reuse intact slate or tile when only the roofing substrate needs
replacement.

Using a substitute material for the replacement part that does not convey the
visual appearance of the surviving parts of the roof or that is physically or
chemically incompatible.

 
Roofs ....Replace

recommended.....

 

Replacing in kind an entire feature of the roof that is too deteriorated to
repair--if the overall form and detailing are still evident--using the physical
evidence as a model to reproduce the feature.

Examples can include a large section of
roofing, or a dormer or chimney.

If using the same kind of material is not
technically or economically feasible,
then a compatible substitute material
may be considered.

not recommended.....

 

Removing a feature of the roof that is unrepairable, such as a chimney or dormer,
and not replacing it; or replacing it with a new feature that does not convey the
same visual appearance

 
 

 

Design for Missing Historic Features

The following work is highlighted to indicate that it represents the particularly
complex technical or design aspects of rehabilitation projects and should only
be considered after the preservation concerns listed above have been
addressed.

recommended.....

 

Designing and constructing a new feature when the historic feature is
completely missing, such as a chimney or cupola. It may be an accurate
restoration using historical, pictorial, and physical documentation; or be a
new design that is compatible with the size, scale, material, and color of the
historic building.

not recommended.....

 
Creating a false historical appearance because the replaced feature is based on
insufficient historical, pictorial, and physical documentation.

Introducing a new roof feature that is incompatible in size, scale, material and
color.
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Non-obtrusive skylights on rear of residence.

 

Alterations/Additions for the New Use

The following work is highlighted to indicate that it represents the particularly
complex technical or design aspects of rehabilitation projects and should only
be considered after the preservation concerns listed above have been
addressed.

recommended.....

 

Installing mechanical and service
equipment on the roof, such as air
conditioning, transformers, or solar
collectors when required for the new
use so that they are inconspicuous
from the public right-of-way and do
not damage or obscure character-
defining features.

Designing additions to roofs such as
residential, office, or storage spaces;
elevator housing; decks and
terraces; or dormers or skylights
when required by the new use so that they are inconspicuous from the
public right-of-way and do not damage or obscure character-defining
features.

not recommended.....

 

Installing mechanical or service equipment so that it damages or obscures
character-defining features; or is conspicuous from the public right-of-way.

Radically changing a character-defining roof shape or damaging or destroying
character-defining roofing material as a result of incompatible design or improper
installation techniques.
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 9/9/2021 
    

  NONG PHAM 
   

  511 GAINES ST 
   

  DAVENPORT IA 52802 
   

 

 

FINAL OFFICIAL NOTICE 
  

Re: 511 GAINES ST Parcel: G0052-02 
  

 

Re-inspection Scheduled: 11/9/2021, 12:00:00 AM      

 

Dear Property Owner/Manager,  

 

A re-inspection was made at the above captioned address to determine if the violations of the Davenport Municipal 
Code listed on the previously issued Official Notice have been corrected. As of the date of this letter, the following 
violations / sub-standard conditions have not been corrected: 

 

 

 

Violation 
* 

Description 
* 

Notes 
* ALL WORK WILL NEED TO BE COORDINATED WITH EFFORTS OF THE CITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMIISSION. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Violation 
General/Health-Improper construction/repair(s) 

Description 
Repair/rebuild any/all identified issues to code as required. 

Notes 
* CORRECT IMPROPER ADDITION TO SOUTHEAST ADDITIONS WITH PROP MATERIALS AND APPROVAL 
FROM HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Neighborhood Services Department 
1200 E 46th St Davenport, Iowa 52807 



  

Violation 
Exterior Walls-Deteriorated/missing exterior block/brick/stucco/stone 

Description 
Repair, replace, and/or install any/all exterior block/brick/stucco/stone as necessary to maintain weather protection to 
code. 

Notes 
* EXTERIOR STUCCO - REPAIR CRACKS AND REPLACE MISSING PORTIONS OF STUCCO 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Violation 
Stairways-Deteriorated/missing stair system(s) 

Description 
Repair/replace the entire existing stair system to code as necessary and/or install a complete new stair system(s) to 
code as required. 

Notes 
* REMOVE AND REPLACE DILAPIDATED STAIR SYSTEM TO MEET CODE. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Violation 
Chimney-Deteriorated/missing mortar 

Description 
Repair/tuck-point and/or replace the chimney as necessary to code. 

Notes 
* REPLACE BRICK MOTAR IN A WORKMAN-LIKE MANNER AT GROUND LEVEL. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Violation 
Exterior Walls-Deteriorated/missing exterior block/brick/stucco/stone 

Description 
Repair, replace, and/or install any/all exterior block/brick/stucco/stone as necessary to maintain weather protection to 
code. 

Notes 
* REPLACE BRICK MOTAR IN A WORKMAN-LIKE MANNER. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Violation 
Roof-Deteriorated/missing/improper roof covering 

Description 
Repair/replace any/all applicable roof covering to code as necessary. 

Notes 
* REPLACE DILAPIDATED ROOF COVERINGS - EAST SECTION OF BUILDING 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Violation 
Roof-Deteriorated/missing fascia board(s) 

Description 
Repair/replace and/or install any/all applicable fascia board(s) to code as necessary. 

Notes 
* REPLACE OR REPAIR DAMAGED FASCIA BOARD IN A WORKMAN-LIKE MANNER. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Violation 
Exterior Walls-inadequate weather protection 

Description 
Scrape and re-paint, stain/seal, and/or wrap with siding/approved covering the exterior wall(s) of the building(s) as 
necessary to maintain weather protection. 

Notes 
* SCRAPE AND PAINT ALL EXTERIOR TRIM WORK TO INCLUDE WINDOWS, SOFFITS, FASCIA, PORCH 
COLUMNS, PORCH CEILINGS . 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If all code violations/sub-standard conditions have not been satisfactorily corrected/approved at the time of the 
scheduled re-inspection, a citation may be issued, and/or the affected dwelling unit(s) tagged/ordered vacated, and/or 
significant penalty fees charged as applicable. Failure to provide access for the inspection may result in a $75.00 
penalty fee; in addition, cancellations made less than five (5) business days prior to the scheduled inspection date are 
subject to a $25.00 penalty fee. 

 

It is your responsibility to notify tenants, if applicable, of the re-inspection date and time and to ensure entry into all 
areas requiring re-inspection. 

 

If there are any questions, please contact the Public Works office at 563-326-7923.  

Respectfully,    

ANTHONY HAUT    

Code Enforcement Officer    

Neighborhood Services Department    

563-328-6781 Tony.Haut@davenportiowa.com   

Ref #21-42564 
  

 



8/5/2021

PHAM NONG

511 GAINES ST

DAVENPORT IA 52802

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND ORDER

Re: 511 GAINES ST Parcel: G0052-02

Re-Inspection Scheduled: 9/9/2021, 12:00:00 AM

Dear Property Owner/Manager:

During an inspection at the above identified address, certain conditions were found which render the dwelling(s)
substandard. Unless otherwise specified, the code violations and corresponding repairs listed below are cited from
Chapter 8.15 of the Davenport Municipal Code.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

*

Description

*

Notes

* ALL WORK WILL NEED TO BE COORDINATED WITH EFFORTS OF THE CITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMIISSION.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

General/Health-Improper construction/repair(s)

Description

Repair/rebuild any/all identified issues to code as required.

Notes

* CORRECT IMPROPER CONSTRUCTION/ADDITION TO THE SOUTHEAST PORTION OF THE
BUILDING.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Neighborhood Services Department
1200 E 46th St Davenport, Iowa 52807



Violation

Exterior Walls-Deteriorated/missing exterior block/brick/stucco/stone

Description

Repair, replace, and/or install any/all exterior block/brick/stucco/stone as necessary to maintain weather
protection to code.

Notes

* EXTERIOR STUCCO - REPAIR CRACKS AND REPLACE MISSING PORTIONS OF STUCCO
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

Chimney-Deteriorated/missing mortar

Description

Repair/tuck-point and/or replace the chimney as necessary to code.

Notes

* REPLACE BRICK MOTAR IN A WORKMAN-LIKE MANNER.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

Exterior Walls-Deteriorated/missing exterior block/brick/stucco/stone

Description

Repair, replace, and/or install any/all exterior block/brick/stucco/stone as necessary to maintain weather
protection to code.

Notes

* REPLACE BRICK MOTAR IN A WORKMAN-LIKE MANNER.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

Roof-Deteriorated/missing/improper roof covering

Description

Repair/replace any/all applicable roof covering to code as necessary.

Notes

* REPLACE DILAPIDATED ROOF COVERINGS.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

Stairways-Deteriorated/missing stair system(s)

Description

Repair/replace the entire existing stair system to code as necessary and/or install a complete new stair
system(s) to code as required.

Notes

* REPLACE DILAPIDATED STAIR SYSTEM TO MEET CODE.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________



Violation

Roof-Deteriorated/missing fascia board(s)

Description

Repair/replace and/or install any/all applicable fascia board(s) to code as necessary.

Notes

* REPLACE OR REPAIR DAMAGED FASCIA BOARD IN A WORKMAN-LIKE MANNER.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Violation

Exterior Walls-Window/building trim-inadequate weather protection

Description

Scrape and re-paint, paint, stain/seal, and/or wrap with metal/vinyl any/all identified window/building trim
and/or areas throughout the building(s) to ensure protection from the weather. This may include but is not
limited to: porch steps/decks/posts, exterior stairs, and/or any wooden portion of the building(s) that have
peeling and/or missing paint and/or exposed wood.

Notes

* SCRAPE AND PAINT EXTERIOR WINDOW, SOFFIT AND FASCIA TRIM WORK.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

A re-inspection to check repairs has been scheduled as noted on the top of page one of this notice. If all violations
cited are not corrected and approved upon reinspection, $10.00 per violation not corrected plus $50.00 per additional
trip will be charged as applicable.

It is the responsibility of the owner/manager to notify tenants of the re-inspection date and time and to ensure entry
into all areas requiring re-inspection. You may request an administrative hearing to appeal this nuisance abatement
order pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 2.86 of the Davenport Municipal Code. A valid appeal request
must be made within 10 days from the date of this notice and shall be submitted in writing to City Hall located at 226
W 4th Street, Davenport, IA 52801. The appeal request shall include a copy of this notice, a statement regarding the
basis for the appeal, and payment of the $100 external adjudication administrative hearing fee. To waive the fee, you
need to provide adequate proof of low income status. A form is available with the City of Davenport’s Legal
Department. Alternatively, you may request a hearing before a city representative. The administrative hearing is
informal and you will be given an opportunity to present evidence and question the City’s evidence. Failure to
request a hearing within the timeframe set forth in this notice shall constitute a waiver of the right to a hearing and
the Notice will then be in effect and enforceable.

Valid building permits must be obtained and all construction must conform to all applicable codes. Also, you should
promptly notify any other party which has a legal interest in this property of this notice and order.

Failure to comply with this official notice may result in a citation being issued, and/or the revocation of your
rental license if applicable, and/or significant penalty fees being issued.

Failure to provide access for the inspection may result in a $75.00 penalty fee; in addition, cancellations
made less than five (5) business days prior to the scheduled inspection date are subject to a $25.00 penalty
fee.

If there are any questions, please contact the Public Works office at 563-326-7923

Respectfully,

ANTHONY HAUT

Code Enforcement Officer

Neighborhood Services Department

563-328-6781 Tony.Haut@davenportiowa.com

Ref #21-40050
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