
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2023; 4:30 PM

CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

I. Roll Call

II. Approval of Minutes

A. March 2023 Meeting Minutes

III. Public Comment

IV. Old Business

V. New Business

A. Davenport Recreation Division Presentation

VI. Staff Reports

A. March 2023 Staff Report

B. Riverfront Improvement Commission Report

C. Park Operations

D. Recreation

E. Revenue Facilities

F. Director's Report

VII. Advisory Time / Suggestions for Future Agenda Items

VIII. Adjournment

IX. Next Meeting Date and Location

A. May 18, 2023 @ 4:30pm City Hall Council Chambers
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Parks and Recreation Advisory 
March 2023 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members Present: Coiner, Greenlee, Hu, Kefauver, Peterson, and Schertz 
Staff Present:  Chad Dyson, Betsy Tubbs, Becca Niles and Jessica Rhoads  
Location: Council Chambers, City Hall 226 W 4th Street 
 
December 2022 Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve the Feb 2023 meeting minutes presented by 
Schertz, 2nd by Greenlee. Motion Passes 6-0 
 
Public with Comment:  

• Stephanie R. DOLA Planning Committee, Now the the DOLA Guidelines are getting adopted I was 
concerned that our group and needs would be forgotten, but these concerns were alleviated by 
hearing what staff has planned. Our DOLAs get a lot of year-round use and it causes stress on 
the grass, I suggest you consider having a 2nd location by the south DOLA so we can rotate yards 
allowing the grass to regrown for continued use.  This would eliminate the mud and lack of grass 
in areas that cause dog owners issues when visiting the park. 

• Ed T.-Retired Educator. Explained the history of DCSD Fitness and gym class requirements back 
in the 50’s and explained he owns a lot of equipment and would like to get it to a program that 
will utilize it. 

 
Old Business:  

• Dog Off Leash Area Guidelines- Motion to formally accept this document by Coiner and 2nd by 
Schertz  

 
New Business: 

• Davenport Recreation Division Presentation-Postponed to April 20, 2023’s meeting 

• Park Development Program Final Project Slate- Motion to approve project slate as presented 
by Schertz, 2nd by Greenlee. 

Staff Report: 

• See Written Staff Report 

• Directors Report 
Advisory Time: 

•   
Adjournment: 

• Motion to adjourn by Schertz, 2nd by Greenlee.  Motion Passes 6-0 
 



City of Davenport
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Department:  Parks and Rec
Contact Info:  Chad Dyson 563-326-7817

Date
 4/20/2023

Subject:
Davenport Recreation Division Presentation
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Cover Memo Davenport Recreation Division Presentation

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Finance Rhoads, Jessica Approved 4/18/2023 - 1:41 PM



3/13/2023

1

Recreation Overview
Theresa Hauman, Senior Recreation Manager
Becca Eastman, AmeriCorps Management Analyst
Daniel Sheridan, Performing Arts Supervisor
Cole McLeod, Sports and Leagues Supervisor
Amanda Randerson, Events, Education, and Aquatics Supervisor
Sherrie Fischer, Adaptive and Inclusive Supervisor

February 16, 2023

2

Division Organization Chart
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Responsibilities-overview
Title Responsibilities

Senior Recreation Manager Accreditation,  Budget, Hiring, Recreation Oversight, AmeriCorps 
Director, Summer Kids Pass, Stepping Stones Partnership, 
Outreach, Grant Writing

AmeriCorps Program Manager Analyst I AmeriCorps Member Recruitment, Management, Retention, 
Exiting, Volunteer Service Projects

Performing Arts Supervisor Theatre, Dance, Magic, Tumbling Classes, Performing Arts 
Camps, Facility and Theatre Management

Sports & Leagues Supervisor Youth Sports, Adult Sports and Leagues, Quad Cities Corporate 
Games Liaison 

Events, Education & Aquatics Supervisor Special Events, Accreditation Lead, Learn-to-Skate and Learn-to-
Swim, Aquatics

Environmental & Horticulture Educator Environmental and Horticulture Programs and Education

Adaptive & Inclusive Supervisor Programming for Persons with Disabilities, Special Olympics, 
Roosevelt Community Center Supervision, Summer Camp

AmeriCorps & Youth Corps 
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Performing Arts 
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Special Events, Education & Aquatics
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Sports & Leagues



3/13/2023

12



3/13/2023

13

Environmental & Nature Programming 
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Adaptive & Inclusive
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Questions??

Thank you!
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Park and Recreation Advisory Board 
April 20, 2023 
Staff Report 

 
 
Notable updates from Staff  
 
Park Operations 

• With the wet winter and the warmer temperatures in early April, mowing has 
begun in full force. 

• North Gayman Park playground has been installed and is open for use. 
• Approximately 30 Parks and Recreation CIP projects are progressing. 
• Horticulture staff is working to clean plant beds and will begin planting in 

mid-May. 
• Maintenance staff is working hard on getting water meters installed and 

water running. Approximately 50 meters still need to be installed by Iowa 
American Water, with backflows installed before water can be turned on for 
the season.  

• Staff will begin work on readying aquatic centers for filling the week of April 
24. The goal is for them to be operational for aquatics staff training May 15.   

• Staff are prepping for a forecasted 18-foot flood between mid-April through 
mid-May.   
 

Recreation 
• Special Olympic track games were held Saturday, April 15 with 69 Scott 

County athletes competing. All blue-ribbon winners will move onto state 
competition in May.  

o Staff have had difficulty getting track time for practices and are 
revisiting the idea of building an accessible track at Prairie Heights 
Park. 

• Annie Wittenmyer AdventureCamp registration is full with a waiting list. Staff 
are reaching out to families on the waiting list to encourage them to sign up 
for the Roosevelt AdventureCamp location, which still has openings. 

• QC Disability Awareness Coalition is hosting their annual food drive through 
April 26. Donations are being collected throughout the Quad Cities, including 
the Davenport Libraries, Emeis and Duck Creek Golf Courses, and Roosevelt 
Community Center. Donations collected will be delivered to area food banks, 
including the Roosevelt Minnie Fridge.   

• The annual IPRA Spring Conference went very well with many amazing 
speakers including City of Davenport staff from multiple departments.  Both 



evening socials and daytime lunches offer attendees the opportunity to 
network, catch up with one another, share ideas and were a lot of fun. Special 
thank you to Amanda Randerson for spear heading the conference 
committee. 

• The Thursday, Learn to Skate Spring Show session has reached the highest 
registered number of participants ever with a whopping 173!  

• Staff had to cancel the Spring Family Formal due to lack of registrations and 
are evaluating dances to determine if each event should be continue or if staff 
should offer something new. The Daddy Daughter Dance is a continued 
success, but others have failed to gain tractions and have been cancelled 
recently. 

• Staff hosted a Tree Wrap-A-Thon program over March and April with 3,100 
oaks wrapped. 

• Davenport Junior Theatre hosted its annual spring break camps and had 48 
youth attend. Journey Through Time. Participants had 
the opportunity to create an original play based on a point in time with a 
performance for family at the end of the week. 

• Spring sports are off to a good start with a total of 24 adult softball teams and 
65 youth soccer teams. These 65 teams comprise over 800 participants 
registered. 
 

Revenue Facilities 
• Staffing has increased greatly this offseason and all 3 golf courses should have 

sufficient staffing levels this season. 
• Duck Creek Golf Course staff installed new range tee mats purchased from 

the golf improvement fund and have received several positive comments 
about the improved quality to the practice tee surfaces.    

• Bunker project at Emeis Golf Course -Phase 3 has begun again with 
anticipated completion by end of this month or early May in time for the 
Amateur tournament  

• New Turf Tech has completed probation and has proven himself in every 
aspect of golf maintenance. He is learning very quickly going from lawns to 
golf. 

• Summer Hockey schedules are set. 
 
Communication Updates 

• Community Events (April - May) 
o Mainstage Productions: Squirrel Girl Goes to College  

Saturdays, 4/22 or 4/29 | 1PM or 4PM and Sundays, 4/23 or 4/30 | 3PM │ 
Davenport Junior Theatre 

o Earth Day Clean Up Saturday, 4/22 │ 8AM-12PM │ Duck Creek Park 



o Spring Formal (Adaptive/Inclusive Event) Sunday, 4/30 │ 4:30-8:30PM 
│ Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds  Starlite Ballroom 

o Get Out And Trail (GOAT) Saturday, 5/13 │ 9AM-1PM │ QC Area Trails 
o Movies in the Park  Friday, 5/19 │ 6PM │ LeClaire Park 
o Fejervary Family Fun Day  Kids to Parks Day Saturday, 5/20 │ 12-3PM 

│ Fejervary Learning Center 
• Recreation Programs (April - May) 

o Spring Learn to Skate Various Days, 3/20-5/20 │ 
Edge  
▪ Spring Session Showcase Performance Cirque De Glace Sunday, 

5/7 │ 2PM |  
o Friday Night Jams Friday, 4/28 │ 6-9PM | Roosevelt Community Center 
o Walk in the Park Mondays & Wednesdays, 4/3-5/8 │ 7-8AM | Vender 

Veer Botanical Park 
o Spring Plant Sale Friday, 4/28 | 1-6PM; Saturday, 4/29 | 10AM-3PM and 

Sunday, 4/30 | 10AM-2PM | Vander Veer Conservatory 
o Scott County Special Olympics  

▪ Track & Field: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3/21-5/18 │ 4:30-5:30PM 
▪ Bocce Ball: Wednesdays, 4/5-5/17 │ 4:30-5:30PM 

o Ballroom Dance 
▪ Beginner Night Club Two & Int/Adv Cha-Cha Mondays, 4/3-4/24 

│ Times vary | Duck Creek Lodge 
o My PlayClub Saturday, 5/6 │ 10-11:30AM | Vander Veer Botanical Park  

-Inclusive Play Village 
o Saturday, 5/6 │ 2-4PM | Vander Veer Conservatory 
o Scrapbooking 1st Saturdays, 5/6-8/5 │ 8:30AM-5:30PM | Roosevelt 

Community Center 
o Herbal Garden for Mom Wednesday, 5/10 │ 6-7PM | Vander Veer 

Conservatory 
o Up Cycle That! Workshop: Plastic Bottle Butterfly Tuesday, 5/16 │ 4-

5PM | Vander Veer Conservatory 
o Creative Natives Thursdays, 5/18 or 5/25 │ 2-3PM | Vander Veer 

Conservatory 
o Up Close & Plantable 4th Friday, 5/26-9/22 │ 2-4PM | Sunderbruch Park 

• Notable Dates (April - May) 
o Spray Parks Open 7 days a week, 05/27-09/04 
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