
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2019; 5:00 PM

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 226 WEST 4TH STREET DAVENPORT, IOWA 52801

I. Call to Order

II. Secretary's Report

A. Consideration of the January 8, 2019 meeting minutes.

III. Communications

IV. Old Business: There is none.

V. New Business

A. Case No: COA19-01: Install project wall sign at 131 West 2nd Street.  J.H.C.
Petersen’s Sons Store is located is a local Historic Landmark.  Zachary Wilken,
petitioner.

VI. Other Business

VII. Open Forum for Comment

VIII. Adjourn

IX. Next Commission Meeting: 4/9/2019



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 3/8/2019

Subject:
Consideration of the January 8, 2019 meeting minutes.

Recommendation:
Approve the minutes.
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material 1-9-2019 Minutes

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Community Planning &
Economic Development Rusnak, Ryan Approved 3/7/2019 - 12:34 PM



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, January 8, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
226 West 4th Street 

City of Davenport, Iowa 
 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

Chairperson Frueh called the meeting to order at approximately 5:00 pm with the following 
commissioners present: 
 
Cochran, Cordes, Kuehl and Wonio (5:06 pm). 
 
Staff present: Rusnak 

 
II. Commission Secretary’s Report 
 

Consideration of the December 11, 2018 meeting minutes. 
 
Motion by Cochran, second by Kuehl to approve the December 11, 2018 meeting minutes.  
Motion to approve was unanimous by voice vote (4-0). 
 

III. Communications 
 

Frueh encouraged Commissioners to look into historic preservation ordinances, since it is 
anticipated that the City will rewrite its ordinance. 

 
IV. Old Business 
 

There was none. 
 
V. New Business 

 
1. Review and recommendation on the proposed National Register Historic Places Davenport 

East Side Industrial and Motor Row Historic District.  The proposed district is located from 
Perry Street to the west between E. River Drive and E. 2nd Street jogging east to E. Pershing 
Avenue to E. 3rd Street east to Iowa Street south to E. 2nd Street terminating at the 
Government Bridge, south to the 200 block of E. River Drive.  [Ward 3] 

 
Rusnak summarized the staff report. 
 
Finding: 
The proposed District would achieve consistency with Criteria A: Property is associated with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
 
Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission recommend approval of the Davenport 
East Side Industrial and Motor Row Historic District and authorize the Chairperson to sign the 
Certified Local Government Review Form.   
 
 



 
 
Motion by Cordes, Second by Kuehl to recommend approval of the Davenport East Side Industrial 
and Motor Row Historic District and authorize the Chairperson to sign the Certified Local 
Government Review Form.  Motion to approve was unanimous by voice vote (5-0).   

 
 VI. Other Business 
 

1. Election of Chairperson. 
 

2. Election of Vice Chairperson. 
 
Motion by Wonio, second by Cordes to nominate Frueh as the Chairperson and McGivern as the 
Vice Chairperson.  Motion to approve was unanimous by voice vote (5-0). 
 
Cordes asked staff to research the process for expanding the Local Historic Hamburg District to 
match the National Register District. 
 

VII. Open Forum for Comment 
 

No one from the audience spoke. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 5:20 pm. 
 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 3/12/2019

Subject:
Case No: COA19-01: Install project wall sign at 131 West 2nd Street.  J.H.C. Petersen’s Sons
Store is located is a local Historic Landmark.  Zachary Wilken, petitioner.

Recommendation:
Finding:
The proposal would not achieve consistency with Section 14.060.C.9 of the Davenport City
Code: New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size, massing,
scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if applicable.
 
This finding is based on their being a corner sign and a sign at the entrance at West 2nd Street
and the possibility of the Woodfire Grill business tenant asking for an additional corner sign.
 
Staff cannot support the request.  At a minimum, staff suggests tabling the request so a rendering
for a higher quality, multi-tenant sign can be be produced and the two projecting wall signs on
West 2nd Street be removed.
 

Background:
The petitioner is requesting to install a projecting wall sign at the northwest corner of the building. 
The sign would contain "RME" at the top and the logo for the first floor future tenant.  The "Falbo"
projecting wall sign would be removed.
 
The Commission may recall that it approved signage (COA18-01) for the RME at its January 9,
2018 meeting.  Signage included banner signs and a wall mounted sign at the West 2nd Street
entrance.  These signs were never installed.
 
The J.H.C. Petersen’s Sons Store is a multi-tenant building.  Signage becomes a challenge when
businesses do not have distinct, separate entrances.  Staff is not adverse to a corner sign, however,
however, it should contain all the tenants requiring exterior signage and the other exterior signs should
be removed.  This would take the Woodfire Grill business to participate.  Additionally, considering the
J.H.C. Petersen’s Sons Store is one of the most prominent historic buildings in the downtown, staff
also advocates for a higher quality sign.  The proposed sign is an aluminum cabinet with acrylic.

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material COA19-01 - application
Backup Material Sign Rendering
Backup Material Site Photo



Backup Material Renderings from COA18-01

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Community Planning &
Economic Development Rusnak, Ryan Approved 3/8/2019 - 1:05 PM







Ryan Rusnak 2/21/2019

3/12/2019









RME - Exterior Sign

 

Finish Size:

Material

Sides Round

Additional Notes

Date
11/7/17

cabinet/led neon

1 4

72” x 36” cabinet

R I V E R  M U S I C  X P I E N C E

LED Neon look around outside of cabinet

LED Neon look Lettering hanging underneath. (attached)

LED internally lit cabinet
72” x 36”

*Please review this proof carefully We can not begin production without an approved proof.

Approved as is

Make Corrections and Reproof

Signature

Date

Pre Printed Proof Check

RIP Proof Check

Signature

Date

FOR OFFICE USE

Print Sample Check

Full Print Check

Assembly Check

Final Check With Proof

*Please verify all wording, spelling, art & sizes are 

has started may result in additional charges.

R I V E R  M U S I C  E X P E R I E N C E



RME - Mesh Banners

 

Finish Size:

Material

Sides Round

Additional Notes

Date
7/19/17

mesh banners

2 1

36 x 108”

R I V E R  M U S I C  E X P E R I E N C E

R I V E R

M U S I C

EXPERIENCE

R I V E R  M U S I C  E X P E R I E N C E

L I S T E N  

L E A R N  

P L A Y

L I S T E N  

L E A R N  

P L A Y

L I S T E N  

L E A R N  

P L A Y

*Please review this proof carefully We can not begin production without an approved proof.

Approved as is

Make Corrections and Reproof

Signature

Date

Pre Printed Proof Check

RIP Proof Check

Signature

Date

FOR OFFICE USE

Print Sample Check

Full Print Check

Assembly Check

Final Check With Proof

*Please verify all wording, spelling, art & sizes are 
stated correctly on the proof. Changes after production 
has started may result in additional charges.
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