
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2021; 5:00 PM

CITY HALL, 226 W 4TH ST, COUNCIL CHAMBERS

*A PARTIALLY ELECTRONIC MEETING IS BEING HELD BECAUSE A FULLY “IN
PERSON” MEETING IS IMPRACTICAL DUE TO CONCERNS FOR THE HEALTH AND

SAFETY OF COUNCIL MEMBERS, STAFF, AND THE PUBLIC PRESENTED BY
COVID-19, AND TO FOLLOW THE GOVERNOR’S PROCLAMATION AND THE

MAYOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER DIRECTING SOCIAL DISTANCING AND PLACING
RESTRICTIONS ON GATHERINGS. IN PERSON ATTENDANCE BY THE GENERAL
PUBLIC AT ANY CITY OF DAVENPORT PUBLIC MEETING WITHIN ITS FACILITIES

SHALL BE LIMITED TO 10 PERSONS.*

I. Call to Order

II. Secretary's Report

A. Consideration of the February 9, 2021 Meeting Minutes.

III. Communications

IV. Old Business

V. New Business

A. Case COA21-02 being the request for new construction at City Hall located at 226
West 4th Street. Local Historic Landmark. Saloni Sheth, Streamline Architects on
behalf of the City of Davenport, petitioner. [Ward 3]
 

VI. Other Business

A. Election of Officers.

VII. Open Forum for Comment

VIII. Adjourn

IX. Next Commission Meeting: April 13, 2021



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  DNS
Contact Info:  Matt Werderitch 563.888.2221

Date
 3/9/2021

Subject:
Consideration of the February 9, 2021 Meeting Minutes.

Recommendation:
Approve the minutes.

Background:
The February 9, 2021 meeting minutes are attached. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Meeting Minutes 2-9-21

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Community Planning &
Economic Development Werderitch, Matt Approved 3/3/2021 - 9:57 AM



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021; 5:00 PM 
 

CITY HALL, 226 W 4TH ST, COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

*A PARTIALLY ELECTRONIC MEETING IS BEING HELD BECAUSE A FULLY “IN 
PERSON” MEETING IS IMPRACTICAL DUE TO CONCERNS FOR THE HEALTH AND 

SAFETY OF COUNCIL MEMBERS, STAFF, AND THE PUBLIC PRESENTED BY 
COVID-19, AND TO FOLLOW THE GOVERNOR’S PROCLAMATION AND THE 

MAYOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER DIRECTING SOCIAL DISTANCING AND PLACING 
RESTRICTIONS ON GATHERINGS. IN PERSON ATTENDANCE BY THE GENERAL 

PUBLIC AT ANY CITY OF DAVENPORT PUBLIC MEETING WITHIN ITS FACILITIES 
SHALL BE LIMITED TO 10 PERSONS.* 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
Vice Chairman McGivern called the meeting to order with the following Commissioners present 
by phone or virtual meeting: Franken, Lesthaeghe, McGivern, Powers, Sage, and Wilga.  
Staff present: Laura Berkley, Matt Werderitch 
 

II. Secretary's Report 
 

a. Consideration of the January 12, 2021 Meeting Minutes. 
 

Motion by Lesthaeghe, second by Franken to approve the January 12, 2021 meeting 
minutes.  Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote (6-0). 

 
III. Communications 

 
Vice-Chairperson McGivern expressed his condolences for the passing of Chairperson John 
Frueh and Commissioner Lynn Cochran. The Commission acknowledged their service and 
dedication to the City of Davenport. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission welcomed new Commissioners Alex Wilga and Julie Sage. 
Each member of the Commission and staff introduced themselves and stated their background 
and interest in Historic Preservation. Karen Miranda will be sworn in as the seventh 
Commissioner at the February 10, 2021 City Council meeting, which fills the last remaining 
vacant seat.  

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. New Business 

 
a. Work Plan Review and Development 

 



Werderitch provided an overview of the Certified Local Government Annual Report. 
Commissioners reviewed the Davenport Historic Preservation Commission Work Plan for 
Calendar Year 2021 & 2022. Additional initiatives added to the plan included improving 
online historic preservation resources, increasing communication with City Council, 
receiving supplemental support via an alderperson liaison, and sponsoring educational 
programs in historic preservation.  

 
VI. Other Business 

 
Berkley stated the Commission will vote to elect a new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson at its 
next regularly scheduled meeting.  
 

VII. Open Forum for Comment 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.  
 

IX. Next Commission Meeting: March 9, 2021 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  DNS
Contact Info:  Matt Werderitch 563.888.2221

Date
 3/9/2021

Subject:
Case COA21-02 being the request for new construction at City Hall located at 226 West 4th

Street. Local Historic Landmark. Saloni Sheth, Streamline Architects on behalf of the City of
Davenport, petitioner. [Ward 3]
 

Recommendation:
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for New Construction at
226 West 4th Street per Chapter 14.01.060 of the Zoning Ordinance.
 
Findings:
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060.C
and D. The project meets the following standards:
 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary
to maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of
the proposed alteration.

2. Site improvements should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated
property’s original layout and its visual character.

3. The height of the proposed monument sign is compatible with the designated property and
the surrounding structures.

Background:
Chapter 14.01.060 of the Zoning Ordinance requires a Certificate of Appropriateness for any
activity requiring a sign permit that would change the exterior architectural appearance of a
structure designated as a local landmark. The activities covered include new construction, exterior
alterations, relocations, reconstructions, and infill development.
 
Davenport City Hall is both an individually listed local historic landmark and is on the National
Register of Historic Places.
 
The City is proposing to replace the existing 21.4 square foot sign along West 4th Street with a
new monument style sign. The proposed sign will be constructed in the same location as the
existing sign and face parallel to the street. The new sign will not be attached to the building, nor
will it diminish the visual character of the historic structure. The following table outlines the
proposed sign specifications:
 
Sign Height 5’4”
Sign Width 4’3.25”
Sign Area 22.8 Square Feet
Materials Stone Veneer Base, Limestone Cap, Steel Sign, Metal

Trim



Illumination None
Sign Text City Logo | City of Davenport | City Hall | 226 West 4th

Street

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material City Hall Sign
Backup Material Sign Location-Email Correspondence
Cover Memo Photos-Existing Sign
Backup Material Architectural Survey-City Hall

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Community Planning &
Economic Development Werderitch, Matt Approved 3/3/2021 - 1:24 PM
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CITY HALL 226 W 4th Street
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Existing City Hall Sign

Street View from W 4th Street

CITY HALL 226 W 4th Street
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CITY HALL 226 W 4th Street

5’7”

3’10”

Existing Sign Proposed Sign

Height 3’10” 5’4”

Width 5’7” 4’3.25”

Area 21.4 SF 22.8 SF

Setback 2’ 2’
Existing City Hall Sign

Proposed Sign









City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  DNS
Contact Info:  Matt Werderitch 563.888.2221

Date
 3/9/2021

Subject:
Election of Officers.

Recommendation:
Elect a new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. 

Background:
The Commission shall elect by secret ballot from its membership a Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson. The officers’ duties and terms of office shall be those described in Section
17.23.040(I) of the 1990 Municipal Code.
 
Current Officers:

1. Chairperson: Vacant
2. Vice-Chairperson: Bob McGivern

 
Bylaws and biographical sketches for each commissioner are included for reference. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Bylaws
Backup Material Biographical Sketches

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Community Planning &
Economic Development Werderitch, Matt Approved 3/3/2021 - 10:14 AM



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
City of Davenport, Iowa 

 
“Bylaws” * 

 
 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

General Rules 
 

The Commission shall be governed by the terms of the Historic Preservation Ordinance as 
contained in Section 17.23 of the 1990 Municipal Code of the City of Davenport, Iowa and 
by the terms of the Code of Iowa, Chapter 303, as amended time to time. 
 

 
ARTICLE II 

 
Membership 

 
The Commission shall consist of nine (9) members and be governed by the provisions 
contained in Section 17.23.040 of the 1990 Municipal Code. 
 
 

ARTICLE III 
 

Officers 
 
The Commission shall elect by secret ballot from its membership a Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson.  The officers’ duties and terms of office shall be those described in Section 
17.23.040(I) of the 1990 Municipal Code. 
 
The Commission Secretary shall provide staff support to the Commission in accordance 
with the provisions contained in section 17.23.040(J) of the 1990 Municipal Code.  The 
Commission may assign the Commission Secretary other duties and responsibilities at its 
discretion. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 

Meetings 
 
The Commission shall conduct regularly scheduled meetings and special meetings pursuant 
to Sections 17.23.040(G) and 17.23.040(H) of the 1990 Municipal Code. 
 
 
    
*as amended 03/13/01 
 



Historic Preservation Commission 
“Bylaws” 
Page 2 
 
 
Voting on formal applications before the Commission will be by voice roll call, called by 
the Commission Secretary, and will be recorded by yeas and nays or present, which will act 
as neither a yea or a nay.  Members shall be physically present at the meeting in order to 
exercise their vote.  Proxy voting and voting by mail or telephone are prohibited. 
 
Prior to formal consideration of a request for demolition of a designated local landmark or a 
property located within a designated local or national historic district, the Commission shall 
meet with the petitioner in an informal work session.  The purpose of this work session is to 
discuss the criteria to warranting demolition as stipulated in the City Code, and to discuss 
viable alternatives to demolition.  
 

Conflict of Interest 
 
In accordance with the provisions contained in Section 17.23.040(K) of the 1990 Municipal 
Code, a member of the Commission must abstain from participating in a matter before the 
Commission when the member has a conflict of interest or an appearance of impropriety.  
Conflict of interest shall mean a direct and personal interest in the outcome of the 
proceedings.  An appearance of impropriety shall mean an apparent conflict of interest based 
on objective standards.  A member of the Commission shall declare their conflict or 
appearance of impropriety as soon as the matter comes before the Commission for 
discussion or as soon thereafter as the member becomes aware of the appearance of the 
impropriety or conflict.  Thereafter, the member shall take no part in the discussion or vote 
on the matter. 
 

Ex Parte Communications 
 
No member of the Commission is qualified to speak for the Commission or to give public 
expression, including news releases, of the opinion, attitude or action of the Commission on 
any matter, unless specifically directed to do so by motion of the Commission.  The right of 
a member of the Commission as a citizen to his/her personal opinion, written or spoken, is 
not denied. 
 
It is the policy of the Historic Preservation Commission that members not attend private 
meetings whose principal purpose is to discuss business that is before or will come before 
the Commission, unless such attendance is approved by the Commission by motion prior to 
the private meeting. 
 
Ex Parte means communication between a Commission member(s) and a party or third party 
outside of duly scheduled meetings on an issue pending before the Commission or that will 
be brought before the Commission.  Ex Parte communications should be avoided because 
they raise the issue of due process fairness.  In the event a situation arises where they occur, 
the member shall place on the public record the sum and substance of the communication to 
enable interested persons to rebut the communications. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Historic Preservation Commission 
“Bylaws” 
Page 3 
 
 

ARTICLE V 
 

Powers and Duties of the Commission 
 
The Commission shall have the powers and duties granted in Section 17.23.050 of the 1990 
Municipal Code, as amended time to time. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

Rules of Order 
 
Roberts Rule of Order, Revised, will govern the Commission meetings in all cases where 
these rules to not provide for the procedures to be followed. 
 
The foregoing bylaws, or any part thereof, may be amended at any regular or specially-
called meeting of the Commission where not less than three (3) days notice and a copy of 
the proposed amendment has been provided to all members of the Commission.  A vote of 
not less than six (6) members approving said amendment shall be required.  An affirmative 
vote on the motion to amend the bylaws cannot be reconsidered. 
 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
APPLICANT FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Mrs.      Diane Franken       

Home (x ) Mailing ADDRESS:  1610 Prospect Terrace, Davenport, Ia.52803  

PHONE NUMBERS:  MOBILE-  563.271.4575          

EMAIL ADDRESS:  defranken@outlook.com        

INTEREST IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION: (Describe education, employment, 
memberships, publications, and/or other activities which indicate your interest in and 
commitment to historic preservation; or provide a statement detailing your interest in 
local history and commitment to historic preservation; use the back and/or extra sheets 
if necessary) 

EDUCATION/ EMPLOYMENT:  Masters Degree in Fine Arts.   I served as the Rockaway, 
NJ School District Arts Coordinator (architecture was a part of their curriculum).   After 
moving back to Davenport, I became the Arts Resource Coordinator at Lincoln Academy 
and served a member of the Figge Education Committee.  I then served as Executive 
Director of the Iowa Alliance for Arts Education.  My husband and I founded a non-
profit, artsBASICS, which continues to serve Davenport schools.  Together with a former 
Davenport superintendent and my husband, we founded the Creative Arts Academy 
which is now housed on the third floor of Sudlow Intermediate.   
INTEREST:  I served on the local Board of Historic Preservation while living in Branchville, 
New Jersey.  Throughout my adult life, I have toured many historic homes and sites and 
have continually exhibited my love and commitment to the preservation of these 
valuable reminders of our past and our peoples. I have restored a NJ Victorian home and 
built and resided in a reproduction early 19th Century home from plans of a 
Massachusetts home and currently live in and am restoring a Late Queen Anne 
Victorian, built in 1896, in the Davenport Prospect Park Historic District.  Additionally, 
while a Commissioner on the Davenport Historic Preservation Commission, I have 
attended two outside suggested seminars, one in Des Moines (2019) and a virtual one in 
Dubuque (2020). 

While serving on the ______________________ Historic Preservation Commission, I 
have read and will work to insure that the Commission enforces the Historic 
Preservation Resolution; upholds the CLG Agreement with the State of Iowa, and works 
in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation. 

Diane E. Franken     2/12/2021 
Signature Date 

https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm














BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
APPLICANT FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Ms. Julie Sage 

Mailing ADDRESS: 
2338 West High Street 
Davenport, IA 52804      

PHONE NUMBERS:  (563) 343-0177 

EMAIL ADDRESS: juls1775@aol.com  

INTEREST IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION (Describe education, employment, memberships, 
publications, and/or other activities which indicate your interest in and commitment to 
historic preservation; or provide a statement detailing your interest in local history and 
commitment to historic preservation; use the back and/or extra sheets if necessary) 

My name is Julie Sage. I have lived in the Quad Cities my entire life and have been a 
resident of Davenport for 20 years. I have been a Real Estate agent with Mel Foster for 6 
years. I am currently serving as a director on the 12 person board for the Quad City Area 
Realtors. I have enjoyed this during the past 2 years of my 3 year term. I am looking to 
become more involved with my community in Davenport and the Quad City area.  

EDUCATION: 

I was an accountant for 15 years, as a controller for a manufacturing company. I am 
currently a Realtor, which has kept me in touch with the public and understanding people 
moving in and out of the Quad Cities, what they like about the area & dislike. I am currently 
serving on the Board for the Quad City Area Realtors. I am just finishing up my 2nd year of 
my 3 year term as a director. 

EMPLOYMENT: Real Estate Agent 

INTEREST: 

While serving on the City of Davenport Historic Preservation Commission, I have read 
and will work to insure that the Commission enforces the Historic Preservation 
Resolution; upholds the CLG Agreement with the State of Iowa, and works in compliance 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Archaeology and Historic Preservation. 

Signature Date 

https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
APPLICANT FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Mr. Alexander M. Wilga 

Work (1120 North Main Street Davenport, IA 52803)/Home (2140 E 57
th 

Street 
Davenport, IA 52807) Mailing ADDRESS 

PHONE NUMBERS: WORK-(563)-723-5400 ext. 161 MOBILE-(630)-200-4878 

EMAIL ADDRESS awilga@gmail.com 

INTEREST IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION (Describe education, employment, memberships, 
publications, and/or other activities which indicate your interest in and commitment to 
historic preservation; or provide a statement detailing your interest in local history and 
commitment to historic preservation; use the back and/or extra sheets if necessary) 

EDUCATION: Bachelor of Music Education, Vandercook College of Music, May 2009 
Master of Education, Buena Vista University, July 2017 

EMPLOYMENT: Director of Bands, Davenport Central High School, Fall 2009-Present 

INTEREST: I have the honor of serving as the Director of Bands in one of the oldest 
school band programs in the country. The Davenport High/Central Band program has 
been intertwined with the history of Davenport spanning more than a century. From 
famous alumni, such as Bix, to directors who are in the Iowa Bandmasters Hall of Fame, 
F.E. Mortiboy, to the band playing at all hours of the day when troops returned from 
World War II at the train station, I am greatly invested in the city and its historical 
elements. They are to be celebrated and maintained for future generations. 

While serving on the City of Davenport Historic Preservation Commission, I have read 
and will work to insure that the Commission enforces the Historic Preservation 
Resolution; upholds the CLG Agreement with the State of Iowa, and works in compliance 
with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Archaeology and Historic Preservation. 
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