
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

Monday, December 16, 2024; 5:00 PM 
 

City Hall | 226 West 4th Street | Council Chambers 
  

I. Call to Order 

II. Secretary's Report 

 1. Consideration of the November 25, 2024 meeting minutes. 

III. Old Business 

IV. New Business 

 1. Case DR24-14: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; 
Reconstruction of the retainng wall at 505 Iowa Street. Fiddlehead Gardens, 
petitioner. [Ward 3] 

V. Public Comment 

VI. Adjournment 

VII. Next Meeting: January 27, 2025 

 

 

 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 12/16/2024 
 
Subject: 
Consideration of the November 25, 2024 meeting minutes. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the minutes.  
 
Background: 
The November 25, 2024 meeting minutes are attached.  
 
Attachments: 
1. Meeting Minutes 11-25-24 
 
 



MINUTES 
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024; 5:00 PM 

CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
I. Call to Order  

 
Present: Anderson, Hoff, Tebbitt, Tylka, Rashid, Stinocher, Paone 
Excused: Molacek, Martin 
Staff: Werderitch 

 
II. Secretary's Report 
 

A. Consideration of the September 23, 2024 Meeting Minutes.   
 
Motion by Hoff, second by Tylka, to approve the September 23, 2024 meeting minutes. 
Motion to approve was unanimous by voice vote (7-0).  

 
III. Old Business  
 
IV. New Business 

 
A. Case DR24-13: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; Exterior 

lighting of the Figge Art Museum at 225 West 2nd Street. Figge Art Museum, petitioner. 
[Ward 3] 
 
Staff presented an overview of the project. The Figge Art Museum is petitioning for a $4-
million LED lighting project, known as Evanescent Field. This signature project will 
transform the facade of the Figge Art Museum and serve as a prominent local landmark 
along the riverfront. Internationally renowned artist, Leo Villareal will design a light 
sculpture consisting of 3,106 linear feet of LED fixtures. The modern lights can produce 
up to two million colors that can be programmed to illuminate in a sequence of varying 
patterns. The sculpture will be integrated into 4 sides of the building, approximately 340 
feet wide facing the river, 140 feet deep, and 108 feet high to fully activate the volume of 
the space and maximize the artwork's impact. Unlike conventional building lighting, the 
project will illuminate the structure from within and serve as a work of art for all of 
Davenport to experience. 
 
Staff recommended Case DR24-13 be approved in accordance with the submitted work 
write up and materials. 
 
Dee Bruemmer, representative of the Figge Art Museum, was in attendance to answer 
questions. There is a grand opening planned for May 17, 2025. 
 
Board members commented on the programming of the light display and hours of 
operation.  
 
Motion by Tylka, second by Hoff, to approve Case DR24-13 as submitted. Motion was 
approved by a roll call vote (7-0). 

 



V. General Discussion 
 
VI. Public Comment 
 
VII. Adjournment  
 

Motion by Hoff, second by Stinocher, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 5:12 
pm.  

 
VIII. Next Board Meeting: December 16, 2024 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 12/16/2024 
 
Subject: 
Case DR24-14: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; Reconstruction of 
the retainng wall at 505 Iowa Street. Fiddlehead Gardens, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends Case DR24-14 be approved in accordance with the submitted work write up 
and materials. 
 
Background: 
Request:  
Construct a new retaining wall in front of the existing limestone wall along Iowa Street and 
Federal Street. The new wall will be built using Redi-Rock concrete wall block.  
 
Project Scope: 
There is an existing limestone retaining wall spanning the length of Iowa Street and Federal 
Street, which has fallen into a state of deterioration. This wall is located entirely on private 
property, but provides structural support to the roadway and the utility poles directly above it. 
There is also a chain link fence spanning the length of Federal Street, which will remain in 
place. Over time, this area has become overgrown with vegetation.  
 
Crescent Lofts submitted plans addressing the structural integrity of this slope as well as 
plantings to improve curb-appeal. The existing wall varies in height from 5.5 feet to 11 feet. 
The existing wall will remain in place, with the new wall being built in front. The gap will be 
backfilled with dirt to ensure structural integrity and proper drainage. Once construction is 
completed, this area will be planted using ornamental grasses.  
 
Since Crescent Lofts Apartments is located within the Crescent Warehouse Historic District, it is 
important that the new wall resemble the texture and appearance of the original stones. The 
surface will be Redi-Rock Ledgestone stained to match the historic color of the limestone. This 
product has been successful in previous applications due to its texture and resemblance to 
historic stones. However, the new design will not replicate the buttresses as seen on the 
existing wall.  
 
The Historic Preservation Commission approved a similar retaining wall with Redi-Rock in the 
Hamburg Historic District. Photos of this recently reconstructed wall have been included in this 
report as a reference.  
 
The Downtown Design Guidelines: 
This project meets the following design objective: Require the use of quality building materials.  

• "Downtown should have a permanence to it that some other areas of the city do not 
require. Quality adds to the overall value of downtown and encourages further quality 



development as investors know that their investment will be protected from 
incompatible development of a lesser quality." 

 
Retaining walls have been used extensively throughout downtown Davenport. The most 
common, and most attractive, types are made of stone with a cap of stone. Railroad ties and 
“suburban”-type retaining walls do not fit in with the character of the downtown. Concrete 
retaining walls are acceptable, but not favored. Walls of adequate height, consistent in 
materials, and adequate maintenance promote an interesting and charming public face. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Photos 
3. Downtown Design Guidelines-Design Objectives 
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APPLICATION FOR

DESIGN REVIEW
         DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

REVIEW DISTRICT MEETINSUBMITTAL DATE G DATE

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

    

    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Application Fee:  NONE

MINOR & MAJOR ADDITIONS, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, &
NEW BUILDINGS SHALL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ITEMS*:

SITE ADDRESS  &  PARCEL OR LOCATION DESCRIPTION

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  (not a scope of work)

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
  

Office  563.326.6198 
planning@davenportiowa.com

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Dimensioned Site Plan  (proposed & existing buildings/site items)
Landscape Plan
Grading Plan with 2 foot intervals (if needed)
Storage & Mechanical Screening shall be shown 

  
 

 SUBMITTED

    

 

  

APPLICABILITY  (PRIOR TO ANY WORK, APPROVAL IS REQUIRED)

Design Review Applications must be completed and approved 
PRIOR to the commencement of the following types of work:
  New construction or an alteration to an exterior of a structure

  where changes are visible from the public right-of-way
  New parking lots, fencing/walls, landscaping, or alterations of
  Sign installation or alteration
  Streetscaping element installation within the public right-of-way 

 

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

* Major Additions & New Buildings may require more extensive information

Submit this form with attachments to: planning@davenportiowa.com

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Formal Procedure
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to 
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of 
Davenport. Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant 
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required. Inaccurate or 
incomplete applications may result in delay of required regularly scheduled meetings.

(2) Scope of Board's Consideration:
Only work described in the application may be approved.
If insufficient information exists to make a proper judgment on the application, the Board may 
continue the consideration a maximum of three regularly scheduled consecutive meetings,
excluding applicant requested continuances.

(3) Post Board Ruling:
If approved, design approval does not constitute a City permit or license and does vest 
against any other land development regulation or regulatory approval. Applicant must contact 
necessary development authorities.
Design approval expires one year from the date of approval unless a building permit is 
obtained within such period. An applicant may apply in writing for an extension of time at any 
time prior to the date of expiration.
Appeals to the Board’s determinations are $75 made to City Council and shall be in writing 
submitted to the Zoning Administrator within 30 calendar days of Board’s decision.

ALL SUBMITTALS SHALL INCLUDE:

Full Scope of Work (SOW) attached as a .PDF
all work  & materials  shall be described  &  itemized/listed in detail

Digital photos of existing building/sign elevations/façades 

Proposed color building/sign elevations to scale
rendering as proposed  &  depicted on existing building/signs

Material specifications: type, dimensions, & color

 
 
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Type Applicant's Name here to serve as a signature

Acceptance of Applicant

I, the undersigned, certify that the information on this application to the best of
my knowledge is true and correct.  I further certify that I have a legal interest in
the property in question, and/or that I am  legally able to represent all other 
persons or entities with interest in this property, and acknowledge formal 
procedure and submittal requirements.

I understand I am responsible for attendance  at the meeting as shown on the 
design review board calendar. The City  reserves the right to require further
site studies as necessary.

By checking this box and typing my name below,
I am electronically signing this application.

CITY OF  DAVENPORT
Development  &  Neighborhood
Services  _  Planning
1200 E. 46th  St
Davenport, IA  52807

revised Jan. 2024

mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
https://www.davenportiowa.com/planning
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h!19sChIJYYlGY6814ocRiQKzI4SWRVE?authuser=0&hl=en&rclk=1
tel:5633286198
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=7274112
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=1024&PageType=Search
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=6481456&pageId=16764902
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/@41.5689532,-90.5562182,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h?authuser=0&hl=en
tel:5633266198
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
www.davenportiowa.com/dns
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Infill stone (No. 57 or equivalent)
Fill between adjacent blocks (all blocks)
Fill vertical core slot (PC blocks)
Stone to extend at least 12" (305 mm)
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Middle block (Typical)

Top block

Move blocks forward during installation
to engage shear knobs (Typical)

Grade to drain surface
water away from wall

Drain to daylight

Solid bottom block

f = 34°

Crushed stone leveling pad

Backfill per design requirements.  Install
in lifts and compact per project
specifications.
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1'-0" (305 mm)

Existing wall to remain
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walls w/ 34° friction angle
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• Construct a new retaining wall in front of
the existing limestone wall along Iowa
Street and Federal Street.

• Material: Redi-Rock Concrete Block.









Retaining Wall in the Hamburg Historic District (Built in 2024)



Plant Ornamental Grass the Length of Federal Street
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