
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

Tuesday, May 12, 2026; 5:00 PM 
 

City Hall | 226 West 4th Street | Council Chambers 
 
  

I. Call to Order 

II. Secretary's Report 

 1. Consideration of the April 14, 2026 meeting minutes. 

III. Communications 

 1. Understanding Historic Preservation Series 

 2. 2026 Preserve Iowa Summit 

 3. Party in the Park 

IV. Old Business 

V. New Business 

 1. Case COA26-03: Request to build an above-ground pool at 612 West 6th Street. The 
Pilcher House is a noncontributing structure in the Hamburg Local Landmark Historic 
District. Amanda Crouse, petitioner [Ward 3]. 

 2. Case COA26-04: Request for the rehabilitation of the home at 724 West 8th Street. 
The Charles Hill House is a contributing structure in the Hamburg Local Historic 
Landmark District. Pat Scranton, Petitioner [Ward 3]. 

 3. Case COA26-05: Request for the rehabilitation of the home at 708 West 7th Street. 
The Beeck Rental House is a contributing structure within the Hamburg Local 
Landmark Historic District. Falcon Home Improvement, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

 4. Case DNRHP26-01: Request for demolition of the structure at 520 Gaines Street. The 
Catherine Schlotfeldt House is located within the Hamburg National Historic District. 
City of Davenport, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

 5. Case DNRHP26-02: Request for demolition of the structure at 522 Gaines Street. The 
Asmus and Margaretha Petersen House is located within the Hamburg National 
Historic District. City of Davenport, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

VI. Other Business 

VII. Open Forum for Comment 



VIII. Adjourn 

IX. Next Meeting: June 9, 2026 

 

 

 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Consideration of the April 14, 2026 meeting minutes. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the minutes. 
 
Background: 
The April 14, 2026 meeting minutes are attached. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Meeting Minutes 4-14-26 
 
 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 

Tuesday, April 14, 2026; 5:00 PM 

Police Department | 416 Harrison Street | Community Room 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
Chairperson Kretz called the meeting to order. 
Present: Gomez, McGivern, Eaton, Hustedde, Kretz, Hoff 

Absent: Adams 
Staff Present: Werderitch 

II. Secretary's Report 

1. Consideration of the February 10, 2026 meeting minutes. 

 
Motion by Hoff, seconded by Gomez, to approve the February 10, 2026 meeting 
minutes. Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote (6-0). 

III. Communications 

1. Understanding Historic Preservation Series 

2. 2026 Preserve Iowa Summit 

IV. Old Business 

V. New Business 

1. Case COA26-02: Request for the installation of a new roof and gutters at 529 

Western Avenue. The Charles and Charlotte French House is located within the 
Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District. IlIowa Holdings, LLC, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

Staff presented an overview of the history and architectural significance of the 

Charles and Charlotte French House, along with a summary of the proposed scope of 
work. Staff determined that the installation of CertainTeed Landmark Pro designer 
shingles constitutes an in-kind replacement. Overall, staff concluded that the 

proposed K-style gutter replacement will have minimal visual impact while 
contributing to the continued preservation of the property. 

 
Staff made a recommendation to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to install 

a new roof and gutters at 529 Western Avenue in accordance with the submitted 
material. 
 

The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060 C and D of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following 



standards: 
1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of 

changes necessary to maintain a designated property in a good state of 
repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the proposed alteration. 

2. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather 

than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the 
new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture and other visual 
qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall 

be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 
 

The petitioner, Peter Theis, was in attendance to answer questions about the project. 

He responded to a Commissioner’s comment that half round steel gutters were not 
considered due to the cost associated with the material.  
 

At the request of the applicant, the Commission provided feedback on design 
considerations for a detached garage on the property. The Commission advised that 
any detached structure should compliment the home and be consistent with the 
character of the district. 

 
Motion by McGivern, second by Gomez, to a approve Case COA26-02 in accordance 
with the submitted materials. Motion to approve passed by a roll call vote (6-0). 

VI. Other Business 

1. Party in the Park 

After discussion, the Commission decided to participate in the July 16th Lindsay Park 
and July 30th Duck Creek Park events.  

VII. Open Forum for Comment 

VIII. Adjourn 

Motion by Eaton, second by Gomez, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by voice vote 
(6-0). The meeting was adjourned at 5:12 pm.  

IX. Next Meeting: May 12, 2026 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Understanding Historic Preservation Series 
 
Recommendation: 
Informational item. 
 
Background: 
Understanding Historic Preservation: Architecture, Material Selection, & Community 
Join us at Butterworth Center & Deere-Wiman House as we host Understanding Historic 
Preservation: Architecture, Material Selection, and Community, a four-part educational series 
taking place in 2026 in Moline, Illinois. 
 
Historic buildings contribute to the identity and character of our communities. How are 
restoration decisions made? When should original materials be used, and when are alternatives 
appropriate? How do preservation laws influence development? 
 
This series will explore these questions through engaging presentations and conversations 
designed for property owners, preservation commissioners, city staff, developers, realtors, and 
anyone interested in historic buildings. All sessions are free of charge, and participants are 
welcome to attend one or all programs. 
 
2026 Series Schedule 
All sessions held 4:00–6:00 p.m. at the Deere-Wiman House in Moline (1105 8th St, Moline IL 
61265). 
 
April 16: Is This Original? Tips for Investigating Historic Architecture 
Learn how to read a building and identify architectural clues that reveal its history. 
 
May 21: The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors  
Explore how modern materials can sometimes be used appropriately in historic restoration 
projects. 
 
June 18: Defending the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 106 
Understand how federal preservation law protects historic and cultural resources. 
 
July 16: Creating Community with Cheap Old Houses 
Discover how restoring older homes strengthens neighborhoods and builds community 
connections. 
 
Participants will gain practical knowledge about historic properties, the restoration process, and 
the role preservation plays in shaping vibrant communities. 
 



Registration is free, and light refreshments will be provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 
 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
2026 Preserve Iowa Summit 
 
Recommendation: 
Notify City Staff if interested in attending the 2026 Preserve Iowa Summit. 
 
Background: 
The Preserve Iowa Summit is the state’s premier conference for professionals and volunteers 
involved in historic preservation. Through expert presentations, workshops and tours, 
participants will learn new ways to preserve Iowa’s past for the future. 
 
Event Date & Time: 

• Tuesday, June 2nd 
• Wednesday, June 3rd 

 
Event Location: 

FFA Enrichment Center 
1055 SW Prairie Trail Parkway 
Ankeny, Iowa 50023 

 
Preserve Iowa Summit Website: https://opportunityiowa.gov/events/preserve-iowa-summit-0 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 
 

https://opportunityiowa.gov/events/preserve-iowa-summit-0


City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Party in the Park 
 
Recommendation: 
Informational item. 
 
Background: 
Join the City of Davenport this summer for Party in the Park. The two-hour events are 
anticipated to run 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. on select Thursdays.  
 
Party in the Park attendees can enjoy food, entertainment, and a variety of activities for the 
kids! These events are a great opportunity to meet fellow residents, learn more about 
surrounding neighborhoods, and engage with local elected officials. Members from city staff will 
be in attendance to discuss concerns and opportunities facing the community and how to can 
get involved in your neighborhood.  
 
In past years, the Historic Preservation Commission partnered with the Davenport Public 
Library-Special Collections to host a table at the events. 
 
Davenport's Historic Preservation Commission will participate at the following event dates and 
locations: 

1. Thursday, July 16th | Lindsay Park | 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
2. Thursday, July 30th | Duck Creek Park | 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 
 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matthew Reu | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case COA26-03: Request to build an above-ground pool at 612 West 6th Street. The Pilcher 
House is a noncontributing structure in the Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District. Amanda 
Crouse, petitioner [Ward 3]. 
 
Recommendation: 
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to construct an above-
ground pool at 612 West 6th Street in accordance with the submitted material. The project was 
reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060 C and D of the 
Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards: 

1. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such 
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the 
size, massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and 
district, if applicable. 

2. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a 
designated historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding 
structures should be compatible. 

3. Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street 
parking, should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's 
original plan/layout and its visual character. 

 
 
Background: 
Property Overview: 
The house at 612 W 6th St is a noncontributing structure within the Hamburg Local Landmark 
Historic District. The one-half story brick single-family home construction was built in 1987. 
Formerly 608 W 6th St, a 1910 Sandborn home showed a 2-story structure, the Otto Klug 
House, which was demolished approximately in 1956.  
 
Request: Construct an above-ground pool in the interior side yard. The pool will be situated 
south of the detached garage and east of the house.  
 
Project Scope: 
The applicant proposes to install a Wilbar Pool, Vibe, with steel walls and gray in color. The pool 
is 15 feet in diameter and four feet tall. The pool will sit on a washed mason sand base with a 
ground cloth for protection. The pool will come with skimmer, return fittings, pvc plumbing to a 
pump and filter system. The pool will come with safety steps, lockable to avoid children from 
climbing into the pool per the City's Building Code.  
 
Staff Review: 
Staff are supportive of the project as it will make minimal change to the character of the historic 



district. The pool, situated south of the detached garage and east of the house sits behind a 
tree line and on a bluff overlooking 6th street. The pool will not be visible from the street. It will 
be visible from the alleyway. The Standards for review, 9th specifically, state "new additions 
and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such improvements do not destroy 
historic material and such design is compatible with the size, massing, scale, color, materials 
and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if applicable". 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Pool Location 
3. Plan for the pool 
4. Pool Pictures 
5. Nomination Page 
6. NHRP Nomination Map 
7. Section 14.01.060. Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 
 
 











AMANDA CROUSE 
612 W 6TH ST 
DAVENPORT IA 52803 

 

Proposed Scope of Work: 15’ Above-Ground Pool Installation 

1. Site Preparation 

• Identify and mark pool location (15’ diameter + 2–3 ft clearance around perimeter) 

• Check for underground utilities (call 811 in the U.S.) 

• Excavate and level ground to within ±1 inch tolerance 

2. Base Installation 

• Install base layer (washed mason sand) 

• Install ground cloth or liner pad for protection (optional) 

3. Pool Frame Assembly 

• Assemble bottom track and rails 

• Install vertical supports/uprights 

• Assemble and secure top rails 

• Ensure frame is level and square 

4. Pool Wall & Liner Installation 

• Unroll and position pool wall 

• Secure wall into bottom track 

• Install liner (J hook) 

5. Plumbing & Equipment Setup 

• Install skimmer and return fittings 

• Connect hoses or PVC plumbing  

• Install pump and filter system 

• Secure all clamps and connections 

 



7. Filling & Final Adjustments 

• Begin filling pool with garden hose 

 

9. Safety & Accessories Installation 

• Safety ladder/steps equipped with lockable ladder  

• Pool wall is barrier if 4’ tall (by city code) 

10. Inspection 

• Per city inspector 

 

Typical Timeline 

• Site prep: 2-4 hours 

• Installation: 4–6 hours  

• Fill + startup: 1–2 days (depending on water pressure) 

 

Proposed Pool Details: 

• 15’ Round x 54” Height Above Ground Pool 
(7” resin top ledge, 7” resin upright, steel wall, stainless steel wall saver panel) 
(Gray/Charcoal color, see photo) 

• Manufactured by Wilbar Pools 
 







United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018   
 
Hamburg Historic District (amended)  Scott County, Iowa 
Name of Property                   County and State 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
  Section 7, page 60 
 

Address 
State #, Map #, FS # 
2016 district status 
1983 district status 

Historic Name significant date/s 
architectural style/type 

Materials of walls, foundations, 
roof 

History of property (owners/residents, census data including 
birthplace of self (and parents), Sanborn map info), Current use 

Architectural data (architect/builder, 
features, modifications), Garage data 

612 W 6th St 

Alt: 608 W 6th St 
 

State #82-00551 
 
Map #042 
Field Site #C-08 
Parcel #G0052-55 
 
Updated district status:  

2 non-contributing 
buildings 

 
1983 NRHP status: Non-

contributing  

Pilcher House c.1987 
side gable - 1 1/2 story (1 1/2 story)

Walls: frame - brick veneer 
Foundation: concrete / brick veneer 
Roof: side gable - asphalt shingles 

1910 Sanborn map: house - 2 story - replaced   
(earlier large two-story house (Otto Klug House) demo and replaced)   
1956 Sanborn map: house - 2 story - replaced   
7-1987 - permit to Ted Pilcher for new house, dormer added in 1996 by Jon 

Wilson   
Current use: single family house - owner occupied 

Architect/builder: - 
Porch: entry vestibule 
Windows: casement windows 
Architectural details: - 
Modifications: Historic: -; Non-historic:  
1996 - large shed roof dormer added 

Garage: detached - three car 
Date: c.2002   
Walls: frame - vinyl   
Foundation: concrete   
Roof: side gable - asphalt shingles   
 

Other site features: stone retaining wall 
along W. 6th St* (6 ft, cut stone) 
(historic) 

624 W 6th St 
 

State #82-00555 
 
Map #043 
Field Site #C-09 
Parcel #G0052-47 
 
Updated district status:  

2 contributing buildings 
(A, C) 

 
1983 NRHP status: 

Contributing (key)  

Henry and Anna D. (Vollmer) 
Lischer House 

c.1869 
Italianate (2 story) 

Walls: brick (solid) 
Foundation: stone 
Roof: low cross gable roof - asphalt 
shingles 

c.1869 - house built for Lischers, 1870-1891 - Henry and Anna Lischer 
(publisher of "Der Demokrat" - German newspaper)   

1880 census: Lischer, Henry - born in Germany; wife: Anna - born in 
Germany   

1891-1903 - Henry Lischer (Der Demokrat, H Lischer Printing Co), 1902 - 
also son Oscar (vp H Lischer Printing Co), and daughter Johanna and 
Frederick G. Clausen (architect)   

1910 Sanborn map: house - 2 story - extant   
1910 census: Clausen, Fred G. (59, architect) - born in Germany 

(Germany, Germany); wife: Johanna (57) - born in US - IA (Germany, 
Germany)   

1903-1935 - Frederick G. and Johanna Clausen (architect); 1935-1940 - 
Fred G. Clausen (retired), also daughter Olga Clausen   

1940-1950 - series of owners - used as rental - three families here by 1945; 
1950-1960s - owned by Alex and Katharyn Berger - used as rental   

1956 Sanborn map: house (3 units) - 2 story - extant   
Current use: single family house - owner occupied 

Architect/builder: Clausen, Frederick G. 
(architect) 

Porch: entry hood with balcony/brackets, 
corner round porch 

Windows: 1/1 wood windows - arch and 
segmental arch brick lintels 

Architectural details: pilasters, quoins, 
wide eaves with brackets, round porch, 
low-pitched roof, arch windows, 
decorative windows 

Modifications: Historic: -; Non-historic:  - 
Garage: detached - one car 
Date: c.1870s   
Walls: stone lower level, frame upper 
level   

Foundation: stone   
Roof: gable-front - asphalt shingles   
Notes: 6/6 wood windows, appears to 
be same building as on 1892 Sanborn 
(or on same stone foundation)   

Other site features: stone retaining wall 
along W. 6th St* (3 ft, cut stone), 
concrete steps with low side walls from 
street up hill to house 



matt.werderitch
Sticky Note
Colored Building: Designated Structure
Dot: Contributing Structure
Blank: Non-contributing Structure
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City of Davenport, IA
Tuesday, March 25, 2025

Title 14. Historic Preservation

Chapter 14.01. HISTORIC PRESERVATION

14.01.060. Certificate of appropriateness review process.

[Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

Application for certificate of appropriateness. Upon application for a building or sign permit that
involves a designated property, the office of construction code enforcement shall direct the
applicant to the commission secretary to begin the certificate of appropriateness application
process. A certificate of appropriateness must be obtained from the commission for any activity
requiring a building or sign permit, except demolition, that would change the exterior architectural
appearance of a structure designated as a local landmark or a structure located within a designated
historic district. The activities covered shall include new construction, exterior alterations,
relocations, reconstructions and infill development within designated historic districts. This approval
must be obtained prior to the commencement of work and does not relieve the applicant from
obtaining the other approvals required by the City.

Notification about application. The commission secretary shall inform the owner(s) of record of the
date, time and location of the commission meeting at which the application will be considered. The
commission secretary shall also post the commission's agenda on the first floor City hall bulletin
board used for such purposes no less than one business day prior to the scheduled time of the
meeting.

Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to
any other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district.
In all cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration
the issue of economic feasibility and other technical considerations.

Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration; and

The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and

All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural architectural features shall be discouraged; and

Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and

Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and

Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old

3/25/25, 9:56 AM City of Davenport, IA Certificate of appropriateness review process.
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7. 

E. 

in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and

Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-
blasting and wetblasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to
be done, the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and

Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be
undertaken; and

New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size,
massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if
applicable.

Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C.

Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a
designated historic district; and

Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the
designated property; and

Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and

Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and

Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should
be compatible; and

Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration
and character; and

Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking,
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original
plan/layout and its visual character.

Determination by the commission. The commission shall review a completed application for a
certificate of appropriateness within 60 calendar days to determine if the proposed activity will
change any exterior architectural features of the designated property. The commission shall accept,
review and request additional evidence and testimony from the applicant during the public hearing.
The commission shall work closely with the applicant and recognize the importance of finding an
appropriate way to meet the current needs of the applicant. In addition, the commission shall
recognize the importance of approving plans that will be reasonable for the applicant to carry out.
The applicant may modify his/her plans as a result of the discussions with the commission and
resubmit them for approval. If the commission finds, by a simple majority, that the proposed activity
conforms to the standards for review, as defined herein, then a certificate of appropriateness shall
be issued approving said activity. If the commission fails to decide on an application within the
specified time period, the application shall be deemed approved. If the commission denies the
certificate of appropriateness, the applicant shall have the right of appeal to the City Council
pursuant to Section 14.01.040I.

3/25/25, 9:56 AM City of Davenport, IA Certificate of appropriateness review process.
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Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the owner(s) of record within 15
business days of the commission's action. If the commission denies the certificate of
appropriateness, the notification letter shall contain the reasons for denial and inform the applicant
of his/her right to appeal.

The commission secretary shall also notify the office of construction code enforcement within three
business days of the commission's action. If the commission issues the certificate of
appropriateness, the commission secretary shall inform the chief building official of said approval
and that the proposed work satisfies the intent of this chapter. However, if the commission denies
the certificate of appropriateness, the commission secretary shall ask that the building or sign
permit not be issued for said work unless an appeal to the City Council results in a reversal of the
commission's denial.

Appeal of commission determination. The owner(s) of record may appeal the commission's
decision to the City Council by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar
days of the postmark date of the notification of determination.

If no written appeals are submitted with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar days, the
commission's determination shall be the final action by the City.

Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner at the time of filing a written appeal to said
determination with the City Clerk.

Appeal criteria. The City Council, after hearing all of the evidence, shall review the commission's
decision and base its ruling on the following criteria:

Whether the commission has exercised its powers and followed the guidelines established by
law and ordinance; and

Whether the commission's actions were patently arbitrary and capricious.

Appeal — Public meeting. The City Council shall, by simple majority of the members present,
approve or disapprove the issuance of the certificate of appropriateness based upon the appeal
criteria described in Section 14.01.040I.

3/25/25, 9:56 AM City of Davenport, IA Certificate of appropriateness review process.
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City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matthew Reu | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case COA26-04: Request for the rehabilitation of the home at 724 West 8th Street. The Charles 
Hill House is a contributing structure in the Hamburg Local Historic Landmark District. Pat 
Scranton, Petitioner [Ward 3]. 
 
Recommendation: 
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to rehabilitate the 
house at 724 W 8th St  in accordance with the submitted material. The project was reviewed 
for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060 C and D of the Davenport 
Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards: 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes 
necessary to maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby 
minimizing the impact of the proposed alteration. 

2. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature 
shall match the old in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials. 

 
Conditions: 

1. A mortar analysis shall be submitted for review and approval by City staff prior to 
tuckpointing. 

2. The cleaning of masonry surfaces shall be performed using the gentlest method 
possible. Sandblasting is prohibited. 

3. Any new or replacement masonry shall replicate the old in material, design, color, 
texture, and other visual qualities. 

4. Soffit and fascia boards shall be repaired rather than replaced where possible. To the 
greatest extent practicable, the replacement soffit, fascia, and trim boards shall replicate 
the architectural appearance and dimensions of the existing material. 

 
 
Background: 
Property Overview: 
The house at 724 West 8th Street is a contributing structure within the Hamburg Local 
Landmark Historic District. The two-story brick single-family home was built in 1873. The house 
is a distinctive Greek Revival construction from the mid-19th century with a rectangular form 
and segmental-arched opening. The house was owned by Charles Hill, a furniture manufacturer 
specializing in wood carving. 
 
Request: The request is to rehabilitate the home and preserve the historic character of the 
home.  



 
Project Scope: 
The applicant proposes to:  

1. Infill two windows on the West side with inset brick.  
2. Tuck point around the house. 
3. Replace the soffits with wood in the North and East side of the house. The soffits will be 

painted white.  

 
Project Review: 
The project will encompass the infill with brick of two windows on the west side of the house. 
The kitchen counters block inside of those windows currently. The applicant wishes to replace 
the current infill, particle board, that is rapidly deteriorating from vine growth and water 
damage. The applicant will find similar brick to the house facade to use as a infill. The soffits on 
the North and East side of the house are being replaced. The soffits are wood painted white 
and the replacement soffits will be wood painted white. The project is a complex, multi-year 
endeavor. Staff are supportive and have submitted a list of conditions to help guide the project 
forward. The applicant is currently negotiating with contractors to maximize how many windows 
they can repair versus those that they must replace. The applicant will apply for a COA again 
once the window negations end. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. HPC Proposal for 724 W 8th St 
3. Photos 
4. NHRP Nomination Page 
5. Section 14.01.060. Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 
 
 





Scope of Work for 724 W 8th St Application Submission 

         ​ The scope of work we are requesting at 724 W 8th St covers several projects. We are 

proposing the replacement of all exterior windows and surrounding framework. The proposed 

replacements would be the same double-hung window style that is currently there. The material 

would be aluminum-clad wood windows, painted white. The north port window will also need to 

be replaced with the same style window that is currently there. 

   

There are two windows on the west side of the home that are currently smaller windows on the 

top and the remainder of the opening is boarded up. We are proposing that the portion of the 

opening that is boarded up be replaced with matching brick.  

   

 

 



The storm door on the east side of the home has cracks and we are proposing a replacement 

door with the same style and material that is currently there, pictured below. 

 

The pillars on the porch roof are currently wrapped in particle board and the railing has some 

damage and needs reinforcement. We are requesting that the railing and pillar wrapping be 

replaced with a new wood that will be painted white.  

 

 



We are proposing soffit replacement on the south and east side of the house. The replacement 

material would be wood, painted white. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuck-pointing work will need to be done on various locations on the exterior brick to maintain 

the exterior. 
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Request: Tuckpoint

East Facade
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Request: Tuckpoint

South Facade
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Request: Tuckpoint

West Facade
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Request: Infill Windows
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Request: Repair & Replace 
Soffits
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Request: Repair & Replace 
Soffits
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City of Davenport, IA
Tuesday, March 25, 2025

Title 14. Historic Preservation

Chapter 14.01. HISTORIC PRESERVATION

14.01.060. Certificate of appropriateness review process.

[Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

Application for certificate of appropriateness. Upon application for a building or sign permit that
involves a designated property, the office of construction code enforcement shall direct the
applicant to the commission secretary to begin the certificate of appropriateness application
process. A certificate of appropriateness must be obtained from the commission for any activity
requiring a building or sign permit, except demolition, that would change the exterior architectural
appearance of a structure designated as a local landmark or a structure located within a designated
historic district. The activities covered shall include new construction, exterior alterations,
relocations, reconstructions and infill development within designated historic districts. This approval
must be obtained prior to the commencement of work and does not relieve the applicant from
obtaining the other approvals required by the City.

Notification about application. The commission secretary shall inform the owner(s) of record of the
date, time and location of the commission meeting at which the application will be considered. The
commission secretary shall also post the commission's agenda on the first floor City hall bulletin
board used for such purposes no less than one business day prior to the scheduled time of the
meeting.

Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to
any other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district.
In all cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration
the issue of economic feasibility and other technical considerations.

Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration; and

The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and

All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural architectural features shall be discouraged; and

Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and

Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and

Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old

3/25/25, 9:56 AM City of Davenport, IA Certificate of appropriateness review process.

https://ecode360.com/print/DA4058?guid=35577346 1/3

https://ecode360.com/print/35577347#35577347
https://ecode360.com/print/35577348#35577348
https://ecode360.com/print/35577349#35577349
https://ecode360.com/print/35577350#35577350
https://ecode360.com/print/35577351#35577351
https://ecode360.com/print/35577352#35577352
https://ecode360.com/print/35577353#35577353
https://ecode360.com/print/35577354#35577354
https://ecode360.com/print/35577355#35577355


7. 

8. 

9. 

D. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

E. 

in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and

Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-
blasting and wetblasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to
be done, the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and

Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be
undertaken; and

New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size,
massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if
applicable.

Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C.

Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a
designated historic district; and

Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the
designated property; and

Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and

Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and

Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should
be compatible; and

Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration
and character; and

Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking,
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original
plan/layout and its visual character.

Determination by the commission. The commission shall review a completed application for a
certificate of appropriateness within 60 calendar days to determine if the proposed activity will
change any exterior architectural features of the designated property. The commission shall accept,
review and request additional evidence and testimony from the applicant during the public hearing.
The commission shall work closely with the applicant and recognize the importance of finding an
appropriate way to meet the current needs of the applicant. In addition, the commission shall
recognize the importance of approving plans that will be reasonable for the applicant to carry out.
The applicant may modify his/her plans as a result of the discussions with the commission and
resubmit them for approval. If the commission finds, by a simple majority, that the proposed activity
conforms to the standards for review, as defined herein, then a certificate of appropriateness shall
be issued approving said activity. If the commission fails to decide on an application within the
specified time period, the application shall be deemed approved. If the commission denies the
certificate of appropriateness, the applicant shall have the right of appeal to the City Council
pursuant to Section 14.01.040I.
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Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the owner(s) of record within 15
business days of the commission's action. If the commission denies the certificate of
appropriateness, the notification letter shall contain the reasons for denial and inform the applicant
of his/her right to appeal.

The commission secretary shall also notify the office of construction code enforcement within three
business days of the commission's action. If the commission issues the certificate of
appropriateness, the commission secretary shall inform the chief building official of said approval
and that the proposed work satisfies the intent of this chapter. However, if the commission denies
the certificate of appropriateness, the commission secretary shall ask that the building or sign
permit not be issued for said work unless an appeal to the City Council results in a reversal of the
commission's denial.

Appeal of commission determination. The owner(s) of record may appeal the commission's
decision to the City Council by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar
days of the postmark date of the notification of determination.

If no written appeals are submitted with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar days, the
commission's determination shall be the final action by the City.

Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner at the time of filing a written appeal to said
determination with the City Clerk.

Appeal criteria. The City Council, after hearing all of the evidence, shall review the commission's
decision and base its ruling on the following criteria:

Whether the commission has exercised its powers and followed the guidelines established by
law and ordinance; and

Whether the commission's actions were patently arbitrary and capricious.

Appeal — Public meeting. The City Council shall, by simple majority of the members present,
approve or disapprove the issuance of the certificate of appropriateness based upon the appeal
criteria described in Section 14.01.040I.
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City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case COA26-05: Request for the rehabilitation of the home at 708 West 7th Street. The Beeck 
Rental House is a contributing structure within the Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District. 
Falcon Home Improvement, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Hold discussion and provide feedback. 
 
Background: 
Property Overview: 
The Beeck Rental House, constructed circa 1886, is a contributing resource within the historic 
district and reflects its longstanding use as a modest rental property. Historically associated with 
F. William and Mary C. Beeck, the house remained under their ownership into the early 20th 
century, with subsequent owners continuing its residential rental function.  
 
Architecturally, the building is a gable-front, one-and-one-half-story frame structure with a 
three-bay façade, representative of vernacular residential forms common to the period. Notable 
features include a side entry porch (now enclosed), one-over-one wood windows, and a bay 
window added in the late 19th century. The structure rests on a stone foundation with a stucco 
finish, is clad in asbestos shingles added in 1939, and is capped with an asphalt shingle roof. 
Despite some alterations, the building retains sufficient integrity to convey its historic character 
and significance within the district. 
 
Request & Review Considerations: 
Falcon Home Improvement is proposing a substantial rehabilitation of the single-family 
residence with the intent of returning the structure to a safe and functional condition for 
modern occupancy. The home is currently in poor condition and requires significant exterior and 
interior improvements. The applicant has indicated the project is intended to provide a practical 
and affordable housing option while extending the useful life of the home. 
 
The residence is classified as a contributing structure within the historic district. However, the 
building is characterized by modest vernacular architecture with limited ornamental detailing or 
distinctive architectural features. As proposed, the scope of work is more reflective of a 
comprehensive rehabilitation and property revitalization effort than a traditional historic 
restoration project focused on retention of original materials and historic fabric. Consequently, 
the applicant is proposing the use of several contemporary replacement materials intended to 
improve durability, reduce long-term maintenance, and facilitate reinvestment in the property. 
 
While the project goals emphasize rehabilitation, the Historic Preservation Commission is 
nonetheless charged with evaluating the proposal for consistency with adopted historic 
preservation standards and the overall impact on the character of the contributing structure and 
surrounding historic district. Given the balance between preservation considerations, existing 



property conditions, and the practical realities associated with rehabilitation of the structure, 
staff is not making a formal recommendation regarding the request and instead forwards the 
proposal to the Historic Preservation Commission for discussion and consideration. 
 
Project Scope: 

1. Front Porch: 
o Remove and replace front steps. 
o Remove porch coverings/walls/enclosure. 
o Remove the bottom side enclosure. 
o New support posts, railings, deck boards. 

2. Cosmetic Improvements: 
o Install new vinyl windows throughout the home. 
o Cover the exterior with vinyl double four-inch siding and fanfold. 
o Wrap all soffits with new aluminum. 
o Wrap all fascia with new aluminum. 

3. Rear Porch: 
o Remove and replace steps. 
o Install new lattice. 
o Remove and replace deck boards. 

 
Staff Review: Porches 
The applicant proposes the reconstruction of the front and rear porch. The scope of work 
includes removal of existing deteriorated porch components and replacement with new 
materials designed to meet current building code requirements. 
 
At the front porch, proposed work includes removal and replacement of existing steps, removal 
of porch coverings and enclosure materials, and installation of new decking, support posts, and 
railings. The reconstructed front porch is proposed to be open in configuration, rather than 
enclosed. A photograph from the 1983 survey documents the porch in an open configuration, 
and it is unclear when the porch was subsequently enclosed with plywood. The applicant’s 
intent is to restore the porch to an open configuration consistent with its earlier documented 
appearance. 
 
The construction date of each porch is not clearly documented. Staff believes both the front and 
rear porches are later additions to the original structure. However, available documentation and 
field observations indicate the porches have undergone multiple modifications over time and are 
currently in a severe state of deterioration. Staff also notes that the existing front porch steps 
do not comply with current building code requirements, resulting in a life-safety concern that 
necessitates corrective action as part of any rehabilitation effort. 
 
The applicant proposes the use of modern, low-maintenance materials, including composite 
decking and replacement columns and railings. While these materials are not traditional, they 
are commonly used in porch reconstruction projects where deterioration is extensive and 
original materials are no longer viable. The applicant is seeking Commission feedback prior to 
proceeding. Staff notes that the Commission has historically approved composite materials in 
similar circumstances when the overall design, proportions, and detailing are compatible with 
traditional porch character-defining features. 



 
Given the uncertain historic integrity of the existing porch elements and their advanced 
deterioration, the proposed work is best characterized as a reconstruction and rehabilitation 
effort. If appropriately detailed to reflect traditional porch proportions and detailing, the 
proposed improvements may be considered compatible with the historic character of the 
structure while also addressing necessary life-safety and code compliance requirements. 
 
Staff Review: Vinyl Windows 
The Historic Property Inventory Sheet identifies the structure as historically containing one-
over-one wood double-hung windows. Based on discussions with the applicant, several original 
wood windows may remain intact beneath existing aluminum storm windows, although the 
overall condition of the units varies. The proposal involves replacement of all existing window 
units with new one-over-one vinyl replacement windows sized to fit within the existing 
openings. 
 
Davenport’s Historic Preservation Ordinance encourages the repair and retention of historic 
windows whenever feasible. However, where deterioration is substantial enough to warrant 
replacement, the ordinance provides that replacement windows should match the historic units 
in design, dimension, color, texture, and other visual characteristics. The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation similarly recommend replacing windows in kind where 
possible, while allowing consideration of compatible substitute materials when use of the 
original material is not technically or economically feasible. 
 
The proposed vinyl replacement windows are designed to replicate the proportions and 
appearance of the existing historic units. The windows would maintain the one-over-one 
configuration and are intended to fit within the existing openings without substantial alteration 
to surrounding interior or exterior trim. Staff notes that, in recent years, the Historic 
Preservation Commission has approved wood windows with exterior aluminum cladding as an 
alternative to vinyl windows. This reflects a preference for materials that more closely resemble 
traditional wood profiles while still providing improved durability and energy performance. 
 
While the replacement of historic wood windows results in loss of original material integrity, the 
proposed approach appears generally consistent with the historic character of the structure in 
terms of scale, operation, and configuration. Vinyl replacement windows, however, are often 
more associated with contemporary or suburban residential construction and may detract from 
the historic character of both the individual property and the surrounding historic district if not 
carefully detailed.  
 
Given the broader rehabilitation scope of the project and the condition of the property, the 
proposal represents an effort to balance preservation objectives with practical rehabilitation 
needs and long-term maintenance considerations. 
 
Staff Review: Vinyl Siding 
The Historic Property Inventory Sheet indicates the structure was constructed circa 1886. Given 
the age of the residence and its modest vernacular construction, staff believes the home was 
originally clad in wood siding. Available City permit records indicate the structure was resided in 
July 1939, at which time the original wood siding was likely covered with the existing asbestos 
shingle siding. The asbestos siding has since deteriorated and is in need of replacement. 



 
Asbestos siding became a common residential cladding material during the mid-20th century 
due to its durability and fire-resistant qualities. While the material is now considered dated and 
is no longer produced, it remains a character-defining feature of many homes that experienced 
alterations during that period. The applicant is proposing to replace the deteriorated asbestos 
shingle siding with vinyl siding consisting primarily of a horizontal 4-inch exposure profile. The 
applicant has also discussed the possible incorporation of vertical board-and-batten siding as an 
accent material, although the final design details have not yet been determined. 
 
While vinyl siding is not considered a traditional historic material, the use of a product that 
generally replicates the orientation, scale, and appearance of historic wood siding may 
represent a reasonable compromise between preservation objectives and the practical need to 
maintain the property in a sound condition. The Commission made this determination for the 
property at 612 West 7th Street in 2021. This home had deteriorated asbestos siding, which 
was replaced with horizontal vinyl siding. 
 
In reviewing exterior alterations to contributing structures, staff considers both the impact on 
the individual property and the surrounding historic district. Replacement of the deteriorated 
asbestos siding with a horizontal vinyl siding product may alter the material authenticity of the 
structure. However, if appropriately detailed and installed, the proposal may allow the home to 
remain in a good state of repair while maintaining compatibility with the broader residential 
character of the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Staff Review: Aluminum Soffit & Fascia 
The applicant is requesting approval to replace the existing wood soffit and fascia with an 
aluminum product. The structure is representative of common vernacular residential 
architecture and does not contain a significant degree of ornamental detailing or distinctive 
architectural craftsmanship. Based on the age and appearance of the existing materials, staff 
believes the current wood soffit and fascia are unlikely to be original to the structure and 
instead appear to represent a later alteration or replacement. 
 
Davenport's Historic Preservation Ordinance encourages retention and repair of historic 
materials where feasible while also recognizing that replacement materials may be appropriate 
when compatible with the historic character of the structure and district. Aluminum soffit and 
fascia offer several practical advantages, including reduced long-term maintenance 
requirements, improved durability, and resistance to moisture-related deterioration. Given the 
modest vernacular character of the home, appropriately detailed aluminum materials may be 
capable of maintaining the general appearance of the existing roofline and trim configuration 
with limited visual impact. 
 
Conversely, aluminum is a contemporary material and does not replicate the material 
authenticity of traditional wood construction. Depending on the installation method and product 
selected, aluminum soffit and fascia may alter the depth, profile, or appearance of trim 
elements through exposed seams, venting patterns, or reflective finishes. While the existing 
soffit and fascia do not appear to be original historic materials, replacement with aluminum 
could incrementally reduce the traditional material character associated with contributing 
structures within the district. 
 



Given these considerations, staff is not making a formal recommendation regarding the request 
and instead forwards the proposal to the Historic Preservation Commission for discussion and 
consideration of the appropriateness of aluminum soffit and fascia on this contributing 
structure. 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Photos 
3. Building Permits 
4. Historic Property Inventory Sheet 
5. Section 14.01.060. Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 
 
 





















Product list 
Cover old wood with Alumiumn Soffit and Facsia  White
Replace Masonite siding  with Vinyl Siding D4 Blue w White Trim 
Replace Vinyl windows with Vinyl window white Norandex Simmonton 

There may be Vertical siding used but the exact vertical has not been chosen 

TRI KL SLD SOF 12 280WH AL017 280 WHITE 48300-AL26-TB SOLID SOFFIT 12" 28GA ALUMINUM 017 12' 16PC/CTN
Royal Building Products Estate™ Double 4" Traditional Vinyl Siding Marine Blue
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State Historical Societ of Iowa 
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Hamburg Historic District (amended) Scott County, Iowa 
Name of Property County and State 

Figure 5. Map showing original and amended boundary for Hamburg Historic District (Mccarley 2016). 
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Hambur Historic District amended Scott County, Iowa 
Name of Property County and State 

William and Agnes (Klug) Haase House - 615 W. 7th St - c.1887 - Queen Anne; Garage: detached - frame - c.1887; 
State #82-00624; Map #086; Field #C-24; Parcel #G0052-53; 2016 district status: 2 contributing buildings (A} 

Lot (site of house demolished since 1983) - 620 W. 7th St; State #82-00625; Parcel #G0045-23; Demo permit date: 
1982-6-2; 2016 district status: lot 

Ruch-Goos House - 625 W. 7th St - c.1865 - Gable-front, 2 bay (faces south with raised brick basement}; Garage: 
detached - frame - c.1992 (two garages}; State #82-00626; Map #087; Field #C-25; Parcel #G0052-52A; 2016 district 
status: 1 contributing building (A}, 2 non-contributing buildings 

Beeck Rental House #2 - 702 W. 7th St - c.1901, 1920s - gable-front - 1 1/2 story, 2 bay; Garage: none; State #82-
00627; Map #102; Field #F-09; Parcel #G0045-38; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A) 

Lot (site of house demolished since 1983) - 707 W. 7th St; State #82-00628; Parcel #G0052-42A; Demo permit date: 
1985-5-3; 2016 district status: lot 

Beeck Rental House #1 - 708 W. 7th St - c.1886 - gable-front - 1 1/2 story, 3 bay; Garage: none; State #82-00629; Map 
#103; Field #F-10; Parcel #G0045-37; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A) 

John and Louise Boldt House - 713 W. 7th St - c.1891 - Queen Anne (simplified); Garage: none; State #82-00630; Map 
#096; Field #D-19; Parcel #G0052-44A; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A, C) 

House - 716 W. 7th St - c.1870s - L-plan; Garage: none; State #82-00631; Map #104; Field #F-11; Parcel #G0045-36; 
2016 district status: 1 non-contributing building 

Lot (site of house demolished since 1983) - 718 W. 7th St; State #82-00632; Parcel #G0045-35; Demo permit date: 
1989-2-27; 2016 district status: lot 

Perczel-Effey House 
(Latinovits) Perczel - 721 W. 7th St - c.1854 - Italianate; Garage: none; State #82-00633; Map #097; Field #D-20; Parcel 

#G0052-45C; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A, C) 
William F. and Marie T. (Petersen) Hahn House - 803 W. 7th St - c.1893 - Queen Anne; Garage: detached - two car -

c.1920s; State #82-00634; Map #106; Field #D-22; Parcel #G0051-49; 2016 district status: 2 contributing buildings (A, 
C) 

Edgar and Selinda Ryan House - 804 W. 7th St - c.1858 - Second Empire; Garage: none; State #82-00635; Map #111; 
Field #F-13; Parcel #G0046-06; 2016 district status: 1 non-contributing building 

Henry F. and Clara Petersen House - 811 W. 7th St - c.1880 - Italianate / Stick; Garage: none; State #82-00636; Map 
#107; Field #D-23; Parcel #G0051-50; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A, C) 

Lot (site of house demolished since 1983 - Ewoldt House) - 816 W. 7th St; Garage: none; State #82-00637; Parcel 
#G0046-05; Demo permit date: 2014-09-26; 2016 district status: lot 

Henry E. and Ottelie (Schlapp) Koehler House -817 W. 7th St- c.1895 - Queen Anne I Classical Revival; Garage: 
none; State #82-00638; Map #108; Field #D-24; Parcel #G0051-51; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A, C) 

Bleik and Matilda (Henningsen) Peters House - 824 W. 7th St - c.1860 - gable-front (remodeled Gothic Revival); 
Garage: detached - two car - c.2006; State #82-00639; Map #112; Field #F-14; Parcel #G0046-04; 2016 district status: 
2 non-contributing buildings 

John and Therese M. (Steffen) Krouse House - 830 W. 7th St- c.1904 - bungalow- side gable; Garage: detached - two 
car - c.1977; State #82-00640; Map #113; Field #F-15; Parcel #G0046-03; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building 
(A), 1 non-contributing building 

Hans and Elsabe (Hass) Stoltenberg House - 911 W. 7th St - c.1886 - Italianate (late); Garage: none; State #82-00641; 
Map #115; Field #D-28; Parcel #G0051-36A; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A, C} 

Julius C. and Lizzie H. (Braunlich) Gude House - 916 W. 7th St - c.1907 - Classical Revival?; Garage: detached - two 
car - c.1920s; State #82-00642; Map #118; Field #F-17; Parcel #G0046-01A; 2016 district status: 2 contributing 
buildings (A) 

Hans and Johanna (Schlicht) Harbeck House - 925 W. 7th St - c.1889 - Stick/ Queen Anne; Garage: detached - two 
car - c.1990s; State #82-00643; Map #116; Field #D-29; Parcel #G0051-36C; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building 
(A, C), 1 non-contributing buildling 

Miles and Julia Sweeney House - 401 W. 8th St - c.1862 - gable-front - 2 story, 4 bay; Garage: none; State #82-00666; 
Map #119; Field #E-11; Parcel #G0043-08; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A) 

Francis and Mary Fee House - 405 W. 8th St - c.1866 - side gable - 1 1/2 story; Garage: none; State #82-00667; Map 
#120; Field #E-12; Parcel #G0043-09; 2016 district status: 1 non-contributing building 

Henry and Martha Brandt House -406 W. 8th St- c.1897 - Queen Anne; Garage: none; State #82-00668; Map #134; 
Field #G-01; Parcel #G0043-20; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A) 

William and Margaret (Gannon) Redmond House - 407 W. 8th St - c.1914 - Foursquare; Garage: none; State #82-
00669; Map #121; Field #E-13; Parcel #G0043-10; 2016 district status: 1 contributing building (A, C) 
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City of Davenport, IA
Tuesday, March 25, 2025

Title 14. Historic Preservation

Chapter 14.01. HISTORIC PRESERVATION

14.01.060. Certificate of appropriateness review process.

[Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

Application for certificate of appropriateness. Upon application for a building or sign permit that
involves a designated property, the office of construction code enforcement shall direct the
applicant to the commission secretary to begin the certificate of appropriateness application
process. A certificate of appropriateness must be obtained from the commission for any activity
requiring a building or sign permit, except demolition, that would change the exterior architectural
appearance of a structure designated as a local landmark or a structure located within a designated
historic district. The activities covered shall include new construction, exterior alterations,
relocations, reconstructions and infill development within designated historic districts. This approval
must be obtained prior to the commencement of work and does not relieve the applicant from
obtaining the other approvals required by the City.

Notification about application. The commission secretary shall inform the owner(s) of record of the
date, time and location of the commission meeting at which the application will be considered. The
commission secretary shall also post the commission's agenda on the first floor City hall bulletin
board used for such purposes no less than one business day prior to the scheduled time of the
meeting.

Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to
any other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district.
In all cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration
the issue of economic feasibility and other technical considerations.

Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration; and

The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and

All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural architectural features shall be discouraged; and

Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and

Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and

Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old
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in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and

Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-
blasting and wetblasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to
be done, the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and

Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be
undertaken; and

New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size,
massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if
applicable.

Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C.

Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a
designated historic district; and

Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the
designated property; and

Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and

Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and

Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should
be compatible; and

Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration
and character; and

Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking,
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original
plan/layout and its visual character.

Determination by the commission. The commission shall review a completed application for a
certificate of appropriateness within 60 calendar days to determine if the proposed activity will
change any exterior architectural features of the designated property. The commission shall accept,
review and request additional evidence and testimony from the applicant during the public hearing.
The commission shall work closely with the applicant and recognize the importance of finding an
appropriate way to meet the current needs of the applicant. In addition, the commission shall
recognize the importance of approving plans that will be reasonable for the applicant to carry out.
The applicant may modify his/her plans as a result of the discussions with the commission and
resubmit them for approval. If the commission finds, by a simple majority, that the proposed activity
conforms to the standards for review, as defined herein, then a certificate of appropriateness shall
be issued approving said activity. If the commission fails to decide on an application within the
specified time period, the application shall be deemed approved. If the commission denies the
certificate of appropriateness, the applicant shall have the right of appeal to the City Council
pursuant to Section 14.01.040I.
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Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the owner(s) of record within 15
business days of the commission's action. If the commission denies the certificate of
appropriateness, the notification letter shall contain the reasons for denial and inform the applicant
of his/her right to appeal.

The commission secretary shall also notify the office of construction code enforcement within three
business days of the commission's action. If the commission issues the certificate of
appropriateness, the commission secretary shall inform the chief building official of said approval
and that the proposed work satisfies the intent of this chapter. However, if the commission denies
the certificate of appropriateness, the commission secretary shall ask that the building or sign
permit not be issued for said work unless an appeal to the City Council results in a reversal of the
commission's denial.

Appeal of commission determination. The owner(s) of record may appeal the commission's
decision to the City Council by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar
days of the postmark date of the notification of determination.

If no written appeals are submitted with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar days, the
commission's determination shall be the final action by the City.

Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner at the time of filing a written appeal to said
determination with the City Clerk.

Appeal criteria. The City Council, after hearing all of the evidence, shall review the commission's
decision and base its ruling on the following criteria:

Whether the commission has exercised its powers and followed the guidelines established by
law and ordinance; and

Whether the commission's actions were patently arbitrary and capricious.

Appeal — Public meeting. The City Council shall, by simple majority of the members present,
approve or disapprove the issuance of the certificate of appropriateness based upon the appeal
criteria described in Section 14.01.040I.
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City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case DNRHP26-01: Request for demolition of the structure at 520 Gaines Street. The Catherine 
Schlotfeldt House is located within the Hamburg National Historic District. City of Davenport, 
petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission approve Case DRNHP26-01, being the 
request to demolish the structure at 520 Gaines Street. 
 
Finding: The structure does not meet the criteria in Section 14.040.B of the Davenport 
Municipal Code. 
 
Background: 
Property Overview: 
The Catherine Schlotfeldt House, constructed circa 1873, is a contributing resource within the 
Hamburg National Historic District and has historically served as a single-family residence. 
Architecturally, the structure is a modest vernacular gable-front dwelling featuring a 1½-story 
form and a three-bay façade. Character-defining features include a front porch supported by 
full-width square wood columns and original one-over-one wood windows. The dwelling is of 
wood-frame construction, clad in vinyl siding, and rests upon a stone foundation, with asphalt 
shingles covering the gable-front roof. Although the property retains its historic massing and 
overall architectural character, alterations include the application of vinyl siding in the 2000s. 
 
Demolition Request: 
The City of Davenport is in the process of acquiring 520 and 522 Gaines Street, as well as two 
additional vacant lots immediately north (parcels G0052-34A and G0052-35). Due to the 
substandard conditions, the City's intent is to demolish both structures, combine the lots, and 
build one single-family home.  
 
This project is being undertaken in conjunction with the Davenport DREAM Program, a City-
administered neighborhood revitalization initiative intended to encourage reinvestment within 
designated heritage neighborhoods. The program supports exterior façade improvements, 
correction of code deficiencies, and related residential rehabilitation efforts aimed at preserving 
neighborhood character, improving housing conditions, and fostering broader community 
reinvestment within targeted areas of the city. 
 
Any demolition or partial demolition of a nationally or locally registered property requires review 
and approval from the Historic Preservation Commission. New construction in a national historic 
district is outside the Commission's review authority. 
 
Demolition Review Process: 
When there is a request to demolish a building listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 



which to date has not been designated as a local landmark, the Historic Preservation 
Commission shall make a determination to allow demolition or delay demolition by considering 
the criteria in Section 14.01.100. of the Davenport Municipal Code. In the event the commission 
votes to delay demolition, by a 3/4 vote of its members present, the commission shall have 
staff prepare an individual property nomination for designation as a local landmark as outlined 
in Section 14.040 of the Davenport Municipal Code. The structure shall be designated based 
upon its own merits. 
 
Commission Designation Process: 
Designation criteria. The commission shall, after such investigation as it deems necessary, make 
a recommendation to the City Council whether a nominated structure or district qualifies for the 
local register. To qualify, a property must satisfy one or more of the following criteria: 

1. It is associated with events or persons that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of the history of the city, county, state and/or the nation; 

2. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study 
of a type, period or method of construction;and/or 

3. It represents the work of a master builder, craftsman, architect, engineer or landscape 
architect or possesses high artistic values. 

 
Staff Review: 
Pursuant to the review standards for demolition of a structure located within a National Register 
historic district, the Historic Preservation Commission may either approve the demolition request 
or seek preservation of the structure through local landmark designation. 
 
Based upon staff’s review of City records, historic district documentation, and available archival 
information, the following findings are made: 

1. Historic District Status and Architectural Description: 
o The subject property is identified as a contributing resource within the Hamburg 

National Historic District. 
o The structure was constructed circa 1873 and contains approximately 852 square 

feet of gross floor area. 
o The building is constructed on a stone foundation and is clad with vinyl siding. 

Fenestration consists of one-over-one wood sash windows, several of which are 
presently boarded or missing. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

o The structure is representative of a modest vernacular residential form typical of 
its period of construction. 

o No documentation has been identified attributing the design or construction of 
the structure to a known architect, engineer, master builder, craftsman, or 
landscape architect. 

2. Historic Significance and Use History: 
o No information has been identified indicating that the property is associated with 

historically significant events or persons. 
o Historically, the structure has functioned as a single-family residence and was 

subsequently utilized as a rental property. 
3. Property Valuation: 

o According to the Scott County Parcel Report, the property has a net assessed 



value of $26,380. The net taxes due in 2024 was $612.00. 
4. Code Enforcement and Property Condition: 

o A Certificate of Substandard Building Conditions was issued by the City of 
Davenport on June 13, 2022. 

o The Development and Neighborhood Services Department sent the property 
owner a Final Official Notice to Repair/Demolish on September 9, 2022. The 
following violations were noted: 

▪ Substandard: Deteriorated/missing doors and windows. 
▪ Electrical: Condition of the electrical system is questionable. 
▪ Mechanical: Lack of gas service to the dwelling unit. 
▪ Mechanical: Condition of gas-fired appliances is questionable. 
▪ Plumbing: System is questionable. 
▪ Gutters: Incomplete system. 
▪ General/Health: Scrub trees/vegetation at the building. 
▪ Foundation: Deteriorated building/structure foundation. 
▪ Exterior Walls: Inadequate weather protection. 

5. Building Permits/Recent Improvements: 
o The most recent permit issued by the Davenport Building Division was dated 

June 11, 1999, and authorized repairs to the porch floor. 
o However, Scott County Parcel Report data indicates that a new roof was installed 

in 2012. 
6. Utilities and Municipal Services: 

o Since the implementation of the City’s Munis billing system in 2010, no sanitary 
sewer utility charges have been recorded for the property. Based on the absence 
of recorded utility usage, it is reasonable to conclude that the structure has likely 
been unoccupied since at least that time. 

7. Public Safety/Police Service History: 
o According to City records, the Davenport Police Department has responded to 

approximately thirty-four (34) calls for service at the subject address since 
January 1, 2010. 

o Documented responses include, but are not limited to, reports of suspicious 
activity, public service calls, trespassing, residence checks, disturbances, 
assistance to other agencies, traffic hazards, burglary/home invasion reports, 
wanted person checks, and alarm activations. 

 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Purchase Agreement 
3. Photos 
4. Historic Property Inventory Sheet 
5. Scott County Parcel Report 
6. Certificate of Substandard Building Conditions 
7. Final Official Notice to Repair or Demolish 
8. Building Permits 
9. Sanitary Sewer Report 
10. Police Report 
11. Section 14.01.100 Historic Structure Demolition Review Process 
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Sanitary Sewer Report 520 Gaines Street 

Per Jim Odean since the use of Munis the City’s billing system, there have not been any 
sanitary bills for 520 Gaines Street. 

 



1

Johnson, Sam

From: Knutsen, Susanne
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2026 2:20 PM
To: Johnson, Sam
Subject: FW: 520/522 Gaines

 
 
SUSANNE KNUTSEN 
Economic Development Manager | Community & Economic Development 
City of Davenport 
 
O 563-326-6179  
226 W 4th St, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
Davenportiowa.com  
 
 

From: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 3:23 PM 
To: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com> 
Cc: Ellerbach, Jason <Jason.Ellerbach@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: RE: 520/522 Gaines 
 
The following are the calls for service from January 1, 2010 to April 24, 2026: 
 
520 N. Gaines Street 
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522 N. Gaines Street 
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Public Works – NSD & Solid waste may provide you additoinal data on the number of times they cleaned the property.   
 
Let me know if you need anything else.   
 
 
 
Sergeant Andrew Harris 
C.I.T | Community Impact Team Supervisor – Services 
City of Davenport 
 
T 563-888-3637 
416 N. Harrison Street, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
davenportiowa.com 
 

From: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 3:03 PM 
To: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: RE: 520/522 Gaines 
 
We were able to go back and show no sewer usage to 2010 (that’s when we changed billing systems). Can 
you go back that far? If not say 10 years? 
 
SUSANNE KNUTSEN 
Economic Development Manager | Community & Economic Development 
City of Davenport 
 
O 563-326-6179  
226 W 4th St, Davenport, IA 52801 
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Davenportiowa.com  
 
 

From: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 3:00 PM 
To: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: RE: 520/522 Gaines 
 
How far back do you want me to run the calls?   I have been at those properties numerous times to stand by 
for Solid waste to do clean-ups.   
 
Thanks, 
 
Sergeant Andrew Harris 
C.I.T | Community Impact Team Supervisor – Services 
City of Davenport 
 
T 563-888-3637 
416 N. Harrison Street, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
davenportiowa.com 
 

From: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 2:53 PM 
To: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: 520/522 Gaines 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Who would be the right person to contact in PD to run a list of calls in relation to 520 and 522 Gaines Street? 
The City is acquiring them with the intent to demolish both properties and build one single family home. We are 
in the processing of compiling data to take the Historic Preservation Commission with a demo requestion May. 
 
Thanks! 
Susanne   
 
SUSANNE KNUTSEN 
Economic Development Manager | Community & Economic Development 
City of Davenport 
 
O 563-326-6179  
226 W 4th St, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
Davenportiowa.com  
 
 



14.01.100 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 14.01.100

14.01.100.  Historic structure demolition review process.  [Ord. No.
2019-02  §  4]

A. If  the  owner(s)  of  record  or  agent  applies  for  a  demolition  permit  to  a 
building  or  structure  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,
which  to  date  has  not  been  designated  as  a  local  landmark,  the  office  of 
construction  code  enforcement  shall  not  issue  the  permit  but  instead 
shall  direct  the  applicant  to  the  commission  secretary.  Once  the  office  of 
construction  code  enforcement  refers  the  matter  to  the  commission 
secretary,  all  demolition  activity  shall  stop,  if  started,  until  after  the 
commission  or  the  City  Council  acts  on  the  matter.  The  commission 
secretary  shall  place  the  demolition  request  on  the  agenda  for  the 
commission's next meeting.

B. In  making  its  determination  on  whether  to  recommend  continuance  of 
the  demolition  stoppage  and  consideration  by  the  City  Council  for 
designation  as  a  local  landmark,  the  commission  shall  consider  the 
criteria  as  stated  in  Section  14.01.070B  of  this  chapter.  The 
commission,  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  its  members  present  may 
request  the  City  Council  to  review  a  proposed  demolition  permit  for  a 
structure  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  which  has 
not,  to  date,  been  designated  as  a  local  landmark.  In  the  event  the 
commission  votes  to  delay  demolition,  the  commission  shall  have  staff
prepare  an  individual  property  nomination  for  designation  as  a  local 
landmark  as  outlined  in  Section  14.01.040.  Said  nomination  shall  be 
considered by the commission in a timely manner.

In  the  event  the  commission  vote  to  nominate  the  property  as  a  local
landmark  fails,  the  demolition  permit  may  be  issued  and  the  matter
does not proceed to the City Council.

In  the  event  the  commission  votes  first  to  delay  demolition  and  then
to  nominate  the  property  for  designation  as  a  local  landmark,  the
commission  shall  submit  written  documentation  to  the  City  Council  that
the  building  is  presently  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,
that  the  criteria  for  designation  as  a  local  landmark  as  listed  in  Section
14.01.040  have  been  met  and  that  the  provisions  of  Section  14.01.090
of  the  chapter  are  not  applicable,  as  well  as  forward  any  application
material  submitted  by  the  petitioner  or  prepared  by  staff  relevant  to
either the demolition request or the landmark nomination.

C. The  City  Council  shall  give  appropriate  notice  that  a  public  hearing  will 
be  held  on  the  demolition  application  and  nomination  for  landmark 
designation.

At  the  public  hearing,  the  City  Council  shall  hear  all  written  and  oral
statements  of  the  interested  parties.  The  City  Council  shall  base  its
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decision  on  all  relevant  evidence  presented  at  the  public  hearing,
including whether Section 14.01.090 of the chapter is applicable.

The  City  Council  shall  determine  by  a  majority  of  the  entire  Council
either  to  allow  the  structure  to  be  demolished  or  to  approve  the
structure  for  local  landmark  status.  If  the  local  landmark  status  is
approved  the  owner  shall  not  be  issued  a  demolition  permit  by  the  City.

Every  effort  shall  be  made  by  all  parties  to  complete  the  designation
process  in  the  most  timely  fashion.  The  City  Council  shall  act  either
allowing  the  structure  to  be  demolished  or  designating  it  a  local
landmark  within  120  days  from  the  date  of  the  commission's  first  public
hearing.

14.01.100 DAVENPORT CODE 14.01.110
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City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 5/12/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case DNRHP26-02: Request for demolition of the structure at 522 Gaines Street. The Asmus 
and Margaretha Petersen House is located within the Hamburg National Historic District. City of 
Davenport, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission approve Case DRNHP26-02, being the 
request to demolish the structure at 522 Gaines Street. 
 
Finding: The structure does not meet the criteria in Section 14.040.B of the Davenport 
Municipal Code. 
 
Background: 
Property Overview: 
The Asmus and Margaretha Petersen House, located at 522 Gaines Street and constructed circa 
1861, is a contributing resource within the Hamburg National Historic District. Historic records 
indicate the property was occupied by Asmus and Margaretha Petersen from the late nineteenth 
century through the early twentieth century, with the residence later serving as rental housing 
for multiple owners throughout the twentieth century. The structure retains its historic 
residential character and reflects the modest vernacular housing typical of the district’s early 
working-class development. 
 
Architecturally, the building is a side-gable, one-story raised basement dwelling exhibiting a 
simple vernacular residential form. Character-defining features include a full-width front porch 
spanning the primary façade, supported by square wood columns, and a sunken basement-level 
walk beneath the porch. Fenestration consists of historic one-over-one wood windows, and the 
raised basement configuration remains a defining component of the building’s design. 
 
The residence is of frame construction and is clad in vinyl siding, with a stone foundation and 
asphalt shingle side-gable roof. While the property has experienced some alterations, including 
replacement siding and entry modifications dating to the 2000s, the building continues to 
convey its historic form, massing, and residential character and remains a contributing structure 
within the district. 
 
Demolition Request: 
The City of Davenport is in the process of acquiring 520 and 522 Gaines Street, as well as two 
additional vacant lots immediately north (parcels G0052-34A and G0052-35). Due to the 
substandard conditions, the City's intent is to demolish both structures, combine the lots, and 
build one single-family home.  
 
This project is being undertaken in conjunction with the Davenport DREAM Program, a City-
administered neighborhood revitalization initiative intended to encourage reinvestment within 



designated heritage neighborhoods. The program supports exterior façade improvements, 
correction of code deficiencies, and related residential rehabilitation efforts aimed at preserving 
neighborhood character, improving housing conditions, and fostering broader community 
reinvestment within targeted areas of the city. 
 
Any demolition or partial demolition of a nationally or locally registered property requires review 
and approval from the Historic Preservation Commission. New construction in a national historic 
district is outside the Commission's review authority. 
 
Demolition Review Process: 
When there is a request to demolish a building listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
which to date has not been designated as a local landmark, the Historic Preservation 
Commission shall make a determination to allow demolition or delay demolition by considering 
the criteria in Section 14.01.100. of the Davenport Municipal Code. In the event the commission 
votes to delay demolition, by a 3/4 vote of its members present, the commission shall have 
staff prepare an individual property nomination for designation as a local landmark as outlined 
in Section 14.040 of the Davenport Municipal Code. The structure shall be designated based 
upon its own merits. 
 
Commission Designation Process: 
Designation criteria. The commission shall, after such investigation as it deems necessary, make 
a recommendation to the city council whether a nominated structure or district qualifies for the 
local register. To qualify, a property must satisfy one or more of the following criteria: 

1. It is associated with events or persons that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of the history of the city, county, state and/or the nation; 

2. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study 
of a type, period or method of construction;and/or 

3. It represents the work of a master builder, craftsman, architect, engineer or landscape 
architect or possesses high artistic values. 

 
Staff Review: 
Pursuant to the review standards for demolition of a structure located within a National Register 
historic district, the Historic Preservation Commission may either approve the demolition request 
or seek preservation of the structure through local landmark designation. 
 
Based upon staff’s review of City records, historic district documentation, and available archival 
information, the following findings are made: 

1. Historic District Status and Architectural Description: 
o The subject property is identified as a contributing resource within the Hamburg 

National Historic District. 
o The structure was constructed circa 1861 and contains approximately 570 square 

feet of gross floor area. The basement area is listed as unfinished on the Scott 
County Parcel Report. 

o The building is constructed on a stone foundation and is clad with vinyl siding. 
Fenestration consists of one-over-one wood sash windows, several of which are 
presently boarded or missing. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 



o The structure is representative of a modest vernacular residential form typical of 
its period of construction. 

o No documentation has been identified attributing the design or construction of 
the structure to a known architect, engineer, master builder, craftsman, or 
landscape architect. 

2. Historic Significance and Use History: 
o No information has been identified indicating that the property is associated with 

historically significant events or persons. 
o Historically, the structure has functioned as a single-family residence and was 

subsequently utilized as a rental property. 
3. Property Valuation: 

o According to the Scott County Parcel Report, the property has a net assessed 
value of $16,650. The net taxes due in 2024 was $442.00. 

4. Code Enforcement and Property Condition: 
o A Certificate of Substandard Building Conditions was issued by the City of 

Davenport on June 13, 2022. 
o The Development and Neighborhood Services Department sent the property 

owner a Final Official Notice to Repair/Demolish on September 9, 2022. The 
following violations were noted: 

▪ Electrical: Condition of the electrical system is questionable. 
▪ Fire Code: Missing/improper building identification. 
▪ Foundation: Deteriorated building/structure foundation. 
▪ General/Health: Deteriorated/leaning/failing retaining structure(s)/wall(s). 
▪ General/Health: Excessive accumulation of trash/debris. 
▪ General/Health: Scrub trees/vegetation at the building. 
▪ Mechanical: Condition of gas-fired appliances is questionable. 
▪ Plumbing: System is questionable. 
▪ Porch: Deteriorated/missing/improper porch/deck supports. 
▪ Railing: Deteriorated guardrail(s)/guardrail balusters. 
▪ Stairways: Deteriorated/missing stair system decking and/or landing 

decking. 
▪ Substandard: Deteriorated/missing doors and windows. 
▪ Substandard: Fire damaged structure. 
▪ Substandard: Vacant/unfinished/nuisance building. 

o An Official Notice to Board/Secure was issued to the property owner on 
December 14, 2022 due to unsafe conditions. 

5. Building Permits/Recent Improvements: 
o The most recent permit issued by the Davenport Building Division was dated 

March 22, 2016, and authorized installation of a new asphalt shingle roof. 
Additional permits on file, all predating 1982, reflect various improvements 
including repairs to the front porch, exterior residing, interior remodeling, and 
installation of mechanical equipment. 

6. Utilities and Municipal Services: 
o Since the implementation of the City’s Munis billing system in 2010, no sanitary 

sewer utility charges have been recorded for the property. Based on the absence 
of recorded utility usage, it is reasonable to conclude that the structure has likely 
been unoccupied since at least that time. 

7. Public Safety/Police Service History: 



o According to City records, the Davenport Police Department has responded to 
approximately forty-three (43) calls for service at the subject address since 
January 1, 2010. 

o Documented responses include, but are not limited to, reports of suspicious 
activity, public service calls, trespassing, residence checks, disturbances, 
assistance to other agencies, traffic hazards, burglary/home invasion reports, 
wanted person checks, and alarm activations. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Purchase Agreement 
3. Photos 
4. Historic Property Inventory Sheet 
5. Scott County Parcel Report 
6. Certificate of Substandard Building Conditions 
7. Final Official Notice to Repair or Demolish 
8. Building Permits 
9. Sanitary Sewer Report 
10. Police Report 
11. Section 14.01.100 Historic Structure Demolition Review Process 
 
 









522 Gaines Street Photos 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 





 

























































































Sanitary Sewer Report 522 Gaines Street 

Per Jim Odean since the use of Munis the City’s billing system, there have not been any 
sanitary bills for 522 Gaines Street. 
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Johnson, Sam

From: Knutsen, Susanne
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2026 2:20 PM
To: Johnson, Sam
Subject: FW: 520/522 Gaines

 
 
SUSANNE KNUTSEN 
Economic Development Manager | Community & Economic Development 
City of Davenport 
 
O 563-326-6179  
226 W 4th St, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
Davenportiowa.com  
 
 

From: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 3:23 PM 
To: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com> 
Cc: Ellerbach, Jason <Jason.Ellerbach@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: RE: 520/522 Gaines 
 
The following are the calls for service from January 1, 2010 to April 24, 2026: 
 
520 N. Gaines Street 
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522 N. Gaines Street 
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Public Works – NSD & Solid waste may provide you additoinal data on the number of times they cleaned the property.   
 
Let me know if you need anything else.   
 
 
 
Sergeant Andrew Harris 
C.I.T | Community Impact Team Supervisor – Services 
City of Davenport 
 
T 563-888-3637 
416 N. Harrison Street, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
davenportiowa.com 
 

From: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 3:03 PM 
To: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: RE: 520/522 Gaines 
 
We were able to go back and show no sewer usage to 2010 (that’s when we changed billing systems). Can 
you go back that far? If not say 10 years? 
 
SUSANNE KNUTSEN 
Economic Development Manager | Community & Economic Development 
City of Davenport 
 
O 563-326-6179  
226 W 4th St, Davenport, IA 52801 
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Davenportiowa.com  
 
 

From: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 3:00 PM 
To: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: RE: 520/522 Gaines 
 
How far back do you want me to run the calls?   I have been at those properties numerous times to stand by 
for Solid waste to do clean-ups.   
 
Thanks, 
 
Sergeant Andrew Harris 
C.I.T | Community Impact Team Supervisor – Services 
City of Davenport 
 
T 563-888-3637 
416 N. Harrison Street, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
davenportiowa.com 
 

From: Knutsen, Susanne <Susanne.Knutsen@davenportiowa.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 2:53 PM 
To: Harris, Andrew <Andrew.Harris@davenportiowa.com> 
Subject: 520/522 Gaines 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Who would be the right person to contact in PD to run a list of calls in relation to 520 and 522 Gaines Street? 
The City is acquiring them with the intent to demolish both properties and build one single family home. We are 
in the processing of compiling data to take the Historic Preservation Commission with a demo requestion May. 
 
Thanks! 
Susanne   
 
SUSANNE KNUTSEN 
Economic Development Manager | Community & Economic Development 
City of Davenport 
 
O 563-326-6179  
226 W 4th St, Davenport, IA 52801 
 
Davenportiowa.com  
 
 



14.01.100 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 14.01.100

14.01.100.  Historic structure demolition review process.  [Ord. No.
2019-02  §  4]

A. If  the  owner(s)  of  record  or  agent  applies  for  a  demolition  permit  to  a 
building  or  structure  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,
which  to  date  has  not  been  designated  as  a  local  landmark,  the  office  of 
construction  code  enforcement  shall  not  issue  the  permit  but  instead 
shall  direct  the  applicant  to  the  commission  secretary.  Once  the  office  of 
construction  code  enforcement  refers  the  matter  to  the  commission 
secretary,  all  demolition  activity  shall  stop,  if  started,  until  after  the 
commission  or  the  City  Council  acts  on  the  matter.  The  commission 
secretary  shall  place  the  demolition  request  on  the  agenda  for  the 
commission's next meeting.

B. In  making  its  determination  on  whether  to  recommend  continuance  of 
the  demolition  stoppage  and  consideration  by  the  City  Council  for 
designation  as  a  local  landmark,  the  commission  shall  consider  the 
criteria  as  stated  in  Section  14.01.070B  of  this  chapter.  The 
commission,  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  its  members  present  may 
request  the  City  Council  to  review  a  proposed  demolition  permit  for  a 
structure  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  which  has 
not,  to  date,  been  designated  as  a  local  landmark.  In  the  event  the 
commission  votes  to  delay  demolition,  the  commission  shall  have  staff
prepare  an  individual  property  nomination  for  designation  as  a  local 
landmark  as  outlined  in  Section  14.01.040.  Said  nomination  shall  be 
considered by the commission in a timely manner.

In  the  event  the  commission  vote  to  nominate  the  property  as  a  local
landmark  fails,  the  demolition  permit  may  be  issued  and  the  matter
does not proceed to the City Council.

In  the  event  the  commission  votes  first  to  delay  demolition  and  then
to  nominate  the  property  for  designation  as  a  local  landmark,  the
commission  shall  submit  written  documentation  to  the  City  Council  that
the  building  is  presently  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,
that  the  criteria  for  designation  as  a  local  landmark  as  listed  in  Section
14.01.040  have  been  met  and  that  the  provisions  of  Section  14.01.090
of  the  chapter  are  not  applicable,  as  well  as  forward  any  application
material  submitted  by  the  petitioner  or  prepared  by  staff  relevant  to
either the demolition request or the landmark nomination.

C. The  City  Council  shall  give  appropriate  notice  that  a  public  hearing  will 
be  held  on  the  demolition  application  and  nomination  for  landmark 
designation.

At  the  public  hearing,  the  City  Council  shall  hear  all  written  and  oral
statements  of  the  interested  parties.  The  City  Council  shall  base  its
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decision  on  all  relevant  evidence  presented  at  the  public  hearing,
including whether Section 14.01.090 of the chapter is applicable.

The  City  Council  shall  determine  by  a  majority  of  the  entire  Council
either  to  allow  the  structure  to  be  demolished  or  to  approve  the
structure  for  local  landmark  status.  If  the  local  landmark  status  is
approved  the  owner  shall  not  be  issued  a  demolition  permit  by  the  City.

Every  effort  shall  be  made  by  all  parties  to  complete  the  designation
process  in  the  most  timely  fashion.  The  City  Council  shall  act  either
allowing  the  structure  to  be  demolished  or  designating  it  a  local
landmark  within  120  days  from  the  date  of  the  commission's  first  public
hearing.

14.01.100 DAVENPORT CODE 14.01.110
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