
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

Monday, June 22, 2026; 5:00 PM 
 

City Hall | 226 West 4th Street | Council Chambers 
   

I. Call to Order 

II. Secretary's Report 

 1. Consideration of the May 26, 2026 meeting minutes. 

III. Old Business 

IV. New Business 

 1. Case DR26-07: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; 
Installation of three wall signs at the Freight House, located at 401 West River 
Drive. Boozies Bar & Grill, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

V. Public Comment 

VI. Adjournment 

VII. Next Meeting: July 27, 2026 

 

 

 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 6/22/2026 
 
Subject: 
Consideration of the May 26, 2026 meeting minutes. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the minutes. 
 
Background: 
The May 26, 2026 meeting minutes are attached. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Meeting Minutes 5-26-2026 
 
 



MINUTES 
 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026; 5:00 PM 
POLICE DEPARTMENT | 416 HARRISON STREET | COMMUNITY ROOM 

 
I. Call to Order  

 
Present: Molacek, Paone, Martin, Hoff, Stinocher, Tylka, Anderson, Warren 
Staff: Reu, Werderitch 

 
II. Secretary's Report 
 

A. Consideration of the April 27, 2026 Meeting Minutes.   
 
Motion by Tylka, second by Anderson, to approve the April 27, 2026 meeting minutes. 
Motion to approve was unanimous by voice vote (8-0).  

 
III. Old Business  
 
IV. New Business 

 
A. Case DR26-04: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; Installation 

of signage for Maldon Kitchen + Bar at 229 Brady Street. Quad City Custom Signs, 
petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Staff provided a summary of the request for Maldon Kitchen + Bar to install two new 
projecting signs-one facing Brady Street and one facing 3rd Street. The projecting signs 
are appropriately scaled for the storefront and provide clear business identification 
without overwhelming the building façade. The use of a simple projecting blade sign 
design, restrained color palette, and pedestrian-oriented placement is consistent with the 
character of the downtown corridor. 
 
Staff recommended Case DR26-04 be approved in accordance with the submitted work 
write up and materials. 
 
Joe Bindner, Quad City Custom Signs, was in attendance to answer questions about the 
project.  
 
Board members inquired about access to the restaurant from both Brady Street and East 
3rd Street. 
 
Motion by Anderson, second by Warren, to approve Case DR26-04 in accordance with 
the submitted work write up and materials. Motion was approved by a roll call vote (8-0). 
 

B. Case DR26-05: Request for Design Approval, C-D Downtown Zoning District. 
Reconstruction of the north parapet wall and exterior painting at 323 East 3rd Street. 
Donda Holdings LLC, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 



Staff presented an overview of the request, noting that the proposed work addresses 
deterioration of the parapet and includes repainting of the street-facing elevation to 
improve the building’s overall appearance. Staff stated that the proposed improvements 
are generally consistent with the intent of the Downtown Design Guidelines, as the 
project focuses on stabilization, repair, and compatible exterior maintenance of a 
previously altered historic commercial structure. 
 
Staff recommended Case DR26-05 be approved in accordance with the submitted work 
write up and materials. 
 
Doug Sandberg, applicant, was present to answer questions regarding the project. Mr. 
Sandberg stated that he is open to suggestions regarding the proposed color palette and 
indicated his intent to repaint the window and door trim black to further enhance the 
building’s curb appeal. 
 
Board members discussed the proposed color scheme with the applicant and expressed 
support for a darker charcoal color on the parapet wall. The Board also indicated a 
preference for incorporating a medium-tone tan color similar to that found in the existing 
“Sergeant Pepper” sign. Additional discussion occurred regarding potential future 
enhancements to the structure, including signage opportunities and window trim 
treatments. 
 
Motion by Tylka, second by Stinocher, to approve Case DR26-05 in accordance with the 
submitted work write up and materials, subject to the following conditions:  
 

a. The stucco finish on the parapet wall shall be painted a charcoal gray color. 
b. The stucco finish on the remainder of the first-floor façade shall be painted a tan 

color that is similar to the medium-neutral tones within the existing painted 
Sargeant Peppers wall sign.  

c. Per the applicant’s request, window and door trim may be painted black. 
d. Final color selections shall be reviewed and approved by City Staff prior to the 

commencement of work. 
 
Motion to approve with the listed conditions was passed by a roll call vote (8-0). 
 

C. Case DR26-06: Request for Design Review, C-V Village of East Davenport Zoning 
District; Installation of signage on The Village Theatre located at 2113 East 11 th Street. 
Riverbend Signworks, petitioner. [Ward 5] 
 
Michelle Russell, property owner, was in attendance and distributed a revised sign 
package to the Board for review and consideration. The revised proposal included a wall 
sign consisting of 24-inch-tall white letters reading “Town Hall East” on the north 
elevation above the second-floor windows. The proposal also included uplighting 
mounted on the canopy roof below the sign face. In addition, the south-facing gable 
would feature a white sign reading “THE 2113” in matching font and size, with uplighting 
mounted on the roof below the sign. 
 
The revised application also included a proposed freestanding ground-mounted sign 
along East 11th Street; however, no information was provided regarding the sign’s 
dimensions, materials, or overall height. 
 



Board Members discussed the color of the wall signage, proposed materials, placement 
on each façade, and overall sign dimensions. 
 
Staff noted that review of the revised application was at the Board’s discretion. Staff 
further recommended tabling consideration of the proposed freestanding sign to allow 
the applicant additional time to submit a formal request containing the necessary 
information regarding the sign’s design, dimensions, placement, and materials. 
 
Tylka made the following motion, which was seconded by Stinocher: 
 

1. The Design Review Board approved the revised wall signage for the north and 
south façades, as presented at the May 26, 2026 meeting. The attached revised 
design and scope of work shall govern the installation. The approval is subject to 
issuance of a Sign Permit and compliance with all applicable City requirements. 
Final design details shall be reviewed and approved by City Staff prior to 
installation. 

2. The Design Review Board tabled the request to install a freestanding sign. The 
applicant shall submit a separate Design Review Application prior to formal 
consideration. Required submittal information shall include, but is not limited to, a 
full scope of work, digital photographs of the existing property and building, 
scaled elevations of the proposed sign indicating overall height and sign area, 
material specifications (including type, dimensions, and color), illumination 
details, a dimensioned site plan, and a landscaping plan. 

 
Motion was approved by a roll call vote (8-0). 

 
V. General Discussion 
 
VI. Public Comment 
 
VII. Adjournment  
 

Motion by Tylka, second by Anderson, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 
5:43 pm.  

 
VIII. Next Board Meeting: June 22, 2026 



Revised Sign Package for Case DR26-06



Revised Sign Package for Case DR26-06



Revised Sign Package for Case DR26-06



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 6/22/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case DR26-07: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; Installation of three 
wall signs at the Freight House, located at 401 West River Drive. Boozies Bar & Grill, petitioner. 
[Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of the south elevation sign in Case DR26-07. Staff advises the 
Design Review Board to hold discussion, provide feedback, and determine the appropriateness 
of the wall signs on the east and north elevations. 
 
Background: 
Design Request: 
Boozies Bar & Grill has submitted an application requesting Design Review Board approval for 
exterior signage at 401 West River Drive. The restaurant occupies the corner tenant space 
within the Freight House, a National Register-listed historic building located at the intersection 
of River Drive and Ripley Street and a prominent landmark along Davenport's riverfront. As the 
property is located within the C-D Downtown Zoning District, all exterior signage is subject to 
review and approval by the Design Review Board. 
 
The application includes three wall-mounted signs that have already been installed on the 
building. The proposed signage consists of one 10-foot by 4-foot sign located above the tenant 
storefront on the river-facing elevation and two 8-foot by 4-foot signs mounted on the east and 
north building elevations. Each sign features a black background with white lettering displaying 
the business name and operating hours. 
 
The signage was installed prior to obtaining Design Review Board approval and issuance of a 
Sign Permit. As a result, the request is being reviewed retroactively. 
 
Signs Installed Without Design Review Board Approval: 
Davenport's Zoning Ordinance requires Design Review Board approval prior to the installation of 
any sign on a structure located within the C-D Downtown Zoning District. 
 
City staff were recently notified that the signage had been installed. Typically, signage requiring 
Design Review Board approval is identified during the permitting process. In this instance, the 
three wall signs were installed without an approved Sign Permit, Design Review Board approval, 
or required inspections.  
 
The Design Review Board's role is to evaluate the request based on its consistency with the 
Downtown Design Guidelines and the overall character of the district. Enforcement of the 
Davenport Municipal Code is administered separately by the Development and Neighborhood 
Services Department. The wall signs comply with the dimensional requirements of Chapter 
17.12 of the Davenport Municipal Code. 



 
Compatibility with the Freight House: 
Staff recognizes the need for effective tenant identification and way finding within the Freight 
House complex, particularly for businesses seeking visibility from River Drive and the riverfront. 
 
Staff finds that the south storefront sign, located above the tenant's entrance, is appropriately 
scaled and integrated into the building's façade. Additionally, the south-facing sign is consistent 
in size, placement, and material with the adjacent sign previously approved for Antonella's II 
Sicilian Pizzeria, helping maintain an established pattern of tenant identification along the river-
facing elevation. 
 
However, staff finds that the east and north wall signs are less compatible with the historic 
character of the Freight House.  The northeast corner of the building is a prominent façade, 
further defined by a highly visible roof-mounted sign that contributes to the building’s overall 
identity. The size, placement, and panel-style design of the proposed signs introduce a more 
contemporary commercial element that is not fully integrated with the building’s historic 
industrial architecture. As a result, the signs draw visual attention away from the building itself 
and diminish the prominence of one of Davenport's most recognizable historic landmarks.  
 
Staff acknowledges that additional visibility for Freight House tenants may be warranted. To 
that end, City staff are actively working with Freight House tenants and stakeholders to explore 
a more comprehensive signage and way finding program for the property. Such an approach 
would improve tenant visibility and customer navigation while preserving the architectural 
integrity and historic character of the Freight House. Staff believes a coordinated signage 
strategy would better serve both individual businesses and the overall appearance of this 
important historic resource. 
 
Downtown Design Guidelines: 
The Downtown Design Guidelines encourage signage to be designed as an integral component 
of a building's architecture and site design rather than as an afterthought. Signage should 
complement the character of the structure, reinforce the identity of the district, and contribute 
positively to the pedestrian environment. 
 
Staff finds that the storefront sign and south-facing wall sign generally align with the intent of 
the Guidelines due to their relationship to the building's architectural features and established 
signage pattern within the Freight House complex. 
 
Conversely, staff finds that the east and north wall signs are not fully consistent with the intent 
of the Downtown Design Guidelines. The signs are not well integrated into the building's 
architectural composition and detract from the historic character of the Freight House. As a 
result, staff concludes that these signs do not advance the Guidelines' objective of preserving 
and enhancing the visual quality of downtown's historic resources. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Photos 
3. Downtown Design Guidelines - Signage 
4. Freight House National Register Nomination 
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National Register DOE 
82-010-353 7/28/83 

ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORICAL SURVEY DAVENPORT, IOWA 
DAVENPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

IOWA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION Wehner, Nowysz, Pattschull and Pfiffner 

SITE # 8 2 - 1 0 - RP-S102 MAP #1 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific 
Freight House 

102 Ripley Street 

Original Town 17 

15 702000 4599110 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific R.R. Co. 

Union Station, 516 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 
60606 City of Davenport - Levee Comm. 

of l a n d ( T r a c t G) 

2 - s t o r y o f f i c e b l o c k a t one end of long 1 - s t o r y load ing dock 

Concrete floors, columns, b r i ck w a l l s 
3/1 D.H.S. in simple brick surrounds 
none of significance 
none of significance 

1917 

This building is significant chiefly as a well-preserved and still 
functioning example of its type. The form and plan are wholly typical: 
2 story office block at one end of a long, low freight warehouse and 
loading dock. It is architecture at its most functional, each element 
appropriate to its use. 

on levee south of Central Business District 

(See continuation 
sheet) 



SIGNIFICANCE The C.M., St. P. and P. RR Freight Station is associated with an expan-
sive period in Davenport's railroad freight industry. Because of its central levee 
location, the freight station chiefly served the city's large retail and wholesale 
businesses. Freight stations of the CB and Q and CRI and P RR also remain, but do 
not continue their rail freight uses. 

DESCRIPTION The CMSt.P and P freight station was built in 1917 in response to the 
growing freight traffic in the city before the first world war. Station con-
struction followed erection of the Crescent RR Bridge in 1901 which served the 
CMSt.P and P RR, as well as the CB and Q RR. 

The railroad freight business was a major factor in Davenport's wholesale 
and retail commercial vitality from the 1890's on. The City's location meant 
favorable eastern rates and western rates could be used, giving the city a 
distinct advantage over instate communities. 

Siting and design of the freight station demonstrate the functions of such 
a rail facility. Located between rail siding and the street, cargo could be 
easily transferred from one transportation system to another. 

SOURCES * city Directories, 1916-1919 
* Railway Age Gazette (July 20, 1917) p. 127 
* Espenshade, E. B., "Urban Development at the Upper Rapids of the 

Mississippi," Chicago, Illinois, 1944. 
* Christiansen, Thomas P., "An Industrial History of Scott County, IA." 

Annals of Iowa (July, 1940) 

Martha Bowers MARLYS SVENDSEN - ROESLER SURVEY COMP. 1981 

Local 

Supportive 
Poor 
1 

Transportation 
Railroad 

1604-7,8 



516 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Phone 312/648-3000 

February 15, 1983 

Dr. Adrian D. Anderson 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Historical Building 
East 12th and Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Re: Statement of Objection to National Register Listing 

Dear Dr. Anderson: 

I am in receipt of a letter dated January 25, 1983 from Mr. James E. 
Jacobsen, National Register Coordinator, informing us that Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Freight House, Davenport, Iowa, will be 
considered by the State Review Board for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places. This letter will confirm that Richard B. 
Ogilvie, Trustee of the property of Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and 
Pacific Railroad Company, Debtor, is aware that said property which we 
fully own may be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. We also recognize that said property is scheduled for nomination 
at the forthcoming National Register State Review Committee meeting. We 
are further aware that various property and tax-related benefits are 
associated with National Register status. 

On behalf of Richard B. Ogilvie, Trustee of the property of Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Company, Debtor, I am hereby 
exercising our right to object to the proposed listing in the National 
Register of our property located at 102 S. Ripley Street, Davenport, 
Iowa. I attach my signature along with a notarized signature and seal. 

Yours truly, 

N. E. Smith 
A s s i s t a n t V i c e Pres iden t -Chie f Engineer 

NES/mef 

Subscribed and sworn to before me by N.E. Smith, 
t h i s 16th day of February, 1983. 

Nota ry /Pub l ic in and for the S ta t e of I l l i n o i s . 

My commission e x p i r e s : 

RECEIVED FEB 18 1983 



IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON, Executive Director 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

RE: Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad Freight House 
102 S. Ripley 
Davenport, Iowa 

27 May 1983 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific R.R. Co. 
Union Station 
516 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 

Dear Friends; 

The property listed above was approved for submission to the National Park 
Service for a determination of eligibility for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places by the State Nominations Review Committee at 
its May 24 meeting. 

As I noted in an earlier letter to you, a determination of eligibility is 
not the same as placement on the National Register. Our Committee can not 
recommend placement because of owner opposition to such a listing. A deter-
mination of eligibility simply means that a property has been deemed eligible 
and that sufficient documentation has been submitted to support that eligi-
bility. In the event that an owner or a future owner changes his/her mind 
about listing a property, a determination of eligibility can be readily 
processed without further action on your or our part into a Registerd property. 

The National Park Service will have 45 days in which to review and accept 
this property for DOE status. Our office will submit your property in the 
very near future, and I will advise you be letter if and when your property 
is accepted. 

spurs truly, 

James E. Jacobsen 
National Register Coordinator 

Historical Building-East 12th & Grand-Des Moines, Iowa 50319 - (515) 281-6825/6826 



IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION DAVID CROSSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

X4X^XXOTX£N»OCa>X>e^XM{0&HX&&8XX 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

15 October 19S5 

Office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Keeper: 

The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Freight House, 102 South Ripley Street, 
Davenport, Scott County, Iowa was determined eligible for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places on 28 July 1983. Because of owner objection, the property 
could not be listed at that time. 

The enclosed certified letter, withdrawing objection to the listing of that property, 
identifies the new owner and requests immediate listing. I therefore request that this 
property be listed accordingly. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lowell J. Soike 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosure 

Historical Building-East 12th & Grand-Des Moines, Iowa 50319 - (515) 281-6825/6826 



OCT 14 1985 

September 17, 1985 

The Keeper of the National 

Register of Historic Places 

National Park Service 

Department of the Interior 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is to inform you of the fact that I am now the 

owner of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Freight 

House located at 102 South Ripley Street, Davenport, Iowa. This 

building was determined to be elgible for the Register on July 

23, 1983. 

I am aware of the incentives related to a listing on the National 

Register and therefore wish to remove the previous objections to 

listing and hereby approve that the building be entered on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

Please notify me at your earliest convenience as to the date of 

listing. 

Thank-you 

Sincerely yours, 

An Iowa Corporation 
Member of the American Institute of Architects 



The Honorable Patrick J. Deluhery 
State Senate 
State Capitol 
LOCAL 

Dear Senator Deluhery: 

It is my pleasure to inform you that the following property has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places as of 14 November 1985: 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Freight House (George Gadson) 
Davenport, Scott County 102 S. Ripley 

We are delighted to help identify and list Iowa's significant historical, 
architectural, and archaeological sites on the National Register and 
appreciate the participation and support of the individuals in your area. 
National Register listing is a distinct honor not to be taken lightly and 
reflects highly upon both the historical quality and interest in your 
district. We commend the participants and welcome future participation. 

With all best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 

David Crosson 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

DC/jr 

cc: Mr. George Gadson 

3 Apr i l 1986 



Historical Context 8B 1 

In 1832 the U.S. government concluded a treaty with the Sauk and Mesquakie tribes that 
opened to white settlement a 50-mile-wide strip of land on the west side of the 
Mississippi, between the Yellow River on the north and the Des Moines River on the 
south. One of the beneficiaries of the Black Hawk Treaty was Antoine LeClaire, a 
French-Indian trader who acted as interpreter during the treaty negotiations. For his 
services, LeClaire was granted two tracts of land, one at each end of the Mississippi's 
Upper Rapids. When land was officially available for purchase, LeClaire acquired 
additional land adjacent to his lower tract. Three years later, in 1836, LeClaire was 
one of eight men, among them Indian Agent George Davenport, who laid out the first 
plat of the future city of Davenport. The town was incorporated by special charter 
in 1839, and the following year became Scott County seat. 

By 1840 there were some 600 people in the new community, most emigrants from Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and New York. Ten years later, the population had increased threefold, 
and included the first wave of German immigrants who soon dominated much of Davenport's 
commercial and social life. By 1860 Davenport's population stood at 11,267, and the 
once struggling village was well on the way to becoming a major city. 

Davenport's early growth was in large part a function of its location. In the city's 
first decades, the Mississippi was one of the nation's primary transportation routes. 
Davenport acquired its share of population, goods and merchandise moving west down 
the Ohio and north from New Orleans and St. Louis. In turn, as settlement in the Iowa 
interior increased, the city became a logical point from which farmers shipped produce 
back east. Looking to the future, however, Davenport businessmen, among them Antoine 
LeClaire, Hiram Price, James Grant and Ambrose Fulton began in the late 1840's to 
contribute money and time to railroad development: the Chicago, Rock Island Railroad 
from the east, and the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad west from Davenport to Council 
Bluffs. The lines were connected by the Mississippi River's first railroad bridge, 
completed in 1856. 

After the Civil War, railroads replaced the rivers as the principal arteries of 
transportation in the midwest. In Davenport, this development was reflected in the 
increasing number of rail lines, freight stations and other support structures, and 
in the gradual reorientation of the central business district, and particularly the 
hotels, away from the waterfront. With the exception of sawmill owners, for whom 
the river remained an important aspect of their business, most people in Davenport 
began to see the Mississippi primarily as a barrier to be crossed. The first 
railroad bridge was replaced in 1872 with a double deck "combined" bridge (for both 
rail and wagon traffic) and yet again in 1895, when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
gave Ralph Modjeski his first major bridge commission. In 1900 the Davenport, 
Rock Island and Northwestern Railroad built the Crescent Bridge, subsequently acquired 
by the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul, and the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroads, bringing the latter line to the city for the first time. 
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