
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

Monday, July 27, 2026; 5:00 PM 
 

City Hall | 226 West 4th Street | Council Chambers 
   

I. Call to Order 

II. Secretary's Report 

 1. Consideration of the June 22, 2026 meeting minutes. 

III. Old Business 

IV. New Business 

 1. Case DR26-08: Request for Design Approval, C-D Downtown Zoning District; install a 
fence and gate in the private alley between The Suites, 207 Western Avenue and Tri-
City Equipment, 213 Western Avenue. Downtown Davenport Partnership, petitioner. 
[Ward 3] 

 2. Case DR26-09: Request for Design Approval, C-D Downtown Zoning District; 
construct signage for Studio A at 206 East 5th Street. Riverbend Signworks, 
petitioner. [Ward 3] 

 3. Case DR26-10: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; 
Installation of a wall sign for Miss Phay Cafe, located at 512 Brady Street. Mun 
Luangruang, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

V. Public Comment 

VI. Adjournment 

VII. Next Meeting: August 24, 2026 

 

 

 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 7/27/2026 
 
Subject: 
Consideration of the June 22, 2026 meeting minutes. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the minutes. 
 
Background: 
The June 22, 2026 meeting minutes are attached. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Meeting Minutes 6-22-2026 
 
 



MINUTES 
 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 

MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2026; 5:00 PM 
CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
I. Call to Order  

 
Present: Hoff, Stinocher, Anderson, Warren, Townsley 
Excused: Molacek, Paone, Martin, Tylka 
Staff: Reu, Werderitch 

 
II. Secretary's Report 
 

A. Consideration of the May 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes.   
 
Motion by Anderson, second by Stinocher, to approve the May 26, 2026 meeting 
minutes. Motion to approve was unanimous by voice vote (5-0).  

 
III. Old Business  
 
IV. New Business 

 
A. Case DR26-07: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; Installation 

of three wall signs at the Freight House, located at 401 West River Drive. Boozies Bar & 
Grill, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Staff provided a summary of the request. The application includes three wall-mounted 
signs that have already been installed on the building. The proposed signage consists of 
one 10-foot by 4-foot sign located above the tenant storefront on the river-facing 
elevation and two 8-foot by 4-foot signs mounted on the east and north building 
elevations. The signage was installed prior to obtaining Design Review Board approval 
and issuance of a Sign Permit. As a result, the request is being reviewed retroactively. 
Staff outlined the signs compatibility with the Freight House and compliance with the 
Downtown Design Guidelines.  
 
Staff recommended approval of the south elevation sign in Case DR26-07. Staff advised 
the Design Review Board to hold discussion, provide feedback, and determine the 
appropriateness of the wall signs on the east and north elevations. 
 
Monica McKown, owner of Boozies Bar & Grill, addressed the Board and answered 
questions. She explained that the business, along with other Freight House tenants, 
desired additional signage along River Drive to improve visibility and wayfinding for 
customers and delivery drivers. Staff acknowledged these concerns and noted that City 
staff were exploring long-term wayfinding solutions that would better preserve the 
architectural character of the National Historic Landmark while improving tenant visibility. 
 
Board members discussed each of the proposed signs and their consistency with the 
Downtown Design Guidelines. Members agreed that the south-facing sign was 
compatible with the established pattern of storefront signage along the Freight House's 



south elevation. While expressing sympathy for the petitioner's wayfinding concerns, the 
Board found that the east and north wall signs were not consistent with the intent of the 
Downtown Design Guidelines and preferred that a more comprehensive, permanent 
wayfinding solution be pursued. 
 
Motion by Stinocher, second by Anderson, to approve the south-facing wall sign in Case 
DR26-07 in accordance with the submitted work write-up and materials. Motion carried 
by a roll call vote (5-0). 
 
Motion by Stinocher, second by Warren, to approve the east and north building elevation 
wall signs in Case DR26-07 in accordance with the submitted work write-up and 
materials. Motion failed by a roll call vote (0-5). The east and north wall signs were 
denied. 

 
V. General Discussion 
 
VI. Public Comment 
 
VII. Adjournment  
 

Motion by Stinocher, second by Warren, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 
5:32 pm.  

 
VIII. Next Board Meeting: July 27, 2026 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matthew Reu | 563-888-2221 7/27/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case DR26-08: Request for Design Approval, C-D Downtown Zoning District; install a fence and 
gate in the private alley between The Suites, 207 Western Avenue and Tri-City Equipment, 213 
Western Avenue. Downtown Davenport Partnership, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends Case DR26-08 be approved in accordance with the submitted work write-up 
and materials. 
 
Background: 
The Downtown Davenport Partnership, on behalf of The Suites, 207 Western Avenue, and Tri-
City Equipment, 213 Western Avenue, request design review for a fence project. The Suites and 
Tri-City Equipment share a private alley between their respective buildings. They are proposing 
a fence and gate to mitigate trespassers and trash in the alley. The buildings are not within the 
Davenport Downtown Commercial Historic District but are in the C-D Downtown Commercial 
Zoning District. The project is therefore under the purview of the Design Review Board.  
 
The Design Request:  
The applicants are proposing two gates and fences on the corner of Western and 2nd Avenue. 
The project includes a straight fence and double gate fence. Both are 6 feet tall and 10 feet in 
length. The gates are fabricated with carbon steel dimensioned at 2" x 2" x 0.25" angle top and 
bottom. Round bars measuring 3/8" and spaced 6" apart. The fence gates will be painted 
black.  
 
Downton Design Guidelines:  
The downtown design guideline minimally addresses fences. Fences can contribute to the 
security of a property while not sacrificing the appeal of an area. The following design 
objectives relate to the maintenance and materials recommended for downtown structures.  
 
Design Objectives, pages 236-237: 

• Build a positive identity 
• Encourage public and private investment 
• Create a safe downtown 
• Create a comfortable downtown 
• Create an economically vibrant downtown 

 
On page 57, wrought iron or similar fences are the preferred fence material within the 
downtown design area. Upscale iron, aluminum, steel, or wire are acceptable. Chain link or 
metal slats shall not be allowed.  
 



Zoning Ordinance:  
17.09.030.H. Fences & Walls 
2. Fences in residential districts and the C-T, C-1, C-D, C-V, and C-E Districts. 

a. Within the required front or reverse corner side setback, solid fences are limited in 
height to four feet and open fences are limited to a height of six feet. Chain-link fences 
or other similar wire materials are prohibited. 

b. Within the required minimum interior side or rear setback, fences are limited to a height 
of six feet (open or solid). 

c. Where a lot line abuts an arterial or collector street and the lot does not take access 
from that street, fences within that setback may be up to six feet in height and may be 
open or solid. Chain-link fences or other similar wire materials are prohibited. 

d. When constructed outside the required minimum setback, within the buildable area, all 
fences are limited to eight feet. 

e. Fences may be constructed at the boundaries of a lot without setback, except in the 
following circumstances: 

i. Fences are prohibited within a thirty-foot visibility triangle at the intersection of 
two streets as measured along the back of curb or edge of roadway pavement, 
as applicable. 

ii. Fences are prohibited within a ten-foot visibility triangle at the intersection of a 
street and an alley or at the intersection of a street and a private driveway as 
measured along the back of curb or edge of roadway pavement, as applicable, or 
along the driveway edge. 

iii. Fences are prohibited within a ten-foot visibility triangle at the intersection of two 
alleys as measured along the edge of alley pavement. 

 
17.05.050 C-D District Standards 

Table 17.05-3: C-D District Dimensional Standards 

 C-D 

Bulk 

Minimum Lot Area None 

Minimum Lot Width None 

Maximum Building Height None 

Minimum Building Height 24 feet 



Setbacks 

Front Setback 0 feet - 10 feet build-to zone 

Required Build-to Percentage 80% 

Interior Side Setback None 

Corner Side Setback 0 feet - 10 feet build-to zone 

Rear Setback None 

 
17.02.040 Rules of Measurement 
B. Build-To Dimensions: 

2. A build-to zone (BTZ) is the area on a lot, measured perpendicular from the applicable lot 
line, where the building line must locate within the minimum and maximum range of setback 
provided. The building line must be located within the build-to zone. Facade articulation, 
such as window or wall recesses and projections are not counted as the building line, which 
begins at the applicable building wall. 

 
3. A build-to percentage specifies the percentage of the building line that must be located 
within a build-to line or build-to zone. (Build-to percentage is measured as a percentage of 
the total building facade, not lot width.) 

 
Staff Review: 
The proposed fence and gate comply with the zoning ordinance. The fence and gate are of 
open design and proposed to be 6 feet in height. In C-D Zoning Districts, open fences are 
permitted to be 6 feet in height inside the front setback. C-D utilizes a build-to-zone. An open 
fence is limited to 6 feet in height inside the build-to-zone.  The proposed fence and gate are to 
be made of steel and painted black, aligning with the design outlined in the Design Guideline. 
The alley is about 10 feet wide and not traversable with modern cars. The alley is privately 
owned. 1 utility meter is in the alley. It is staff's opinion that the proposed fence and gate will 
not pose a public safety risk and that the fence and gate do not significantly deviate from the 
Downtown Design Objectives or criteria. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Proposed Fence 
2. Application 
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March 27, 2026 

 

Oertel Metal Works is pleased to provide a bid for two guard fences on the corner of Western and 2nd Ave in Downtown Davenport. 

 

Items Included in Scope  

 

• (1) Straight Fence approx.. 10’ in width and 6’ in height 

• (1) Double Gate Fence approx. 10’ in width and 6’ in height 

 

Gates fabricated with carbon steel 2x2x1/4” angle top and bottom. 3/8” round bar spaced at 6” on centers. Painted black with wet paint. 

 

Fabrication cost $3,628.00 

 

Installation is an additional cost of $2,256.00 

 

Items Not Included in Scope  

 

• PE Stamp 

• City Permitting 

• Design work beyond fabrication 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Henry Penicnak 

Engineering Development Manager – Oertel Metal Works 





City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matthew Reu | 563-888-2221 7/27/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case DR26-09: Request for Design Approval, C-D Downtown Zoning District; construct signage 
for Studio A at 206 East 5th Street. Riverbend Signworks, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends Case DR26-09 be approved in accordance with the submitted work write-up 
and materials. 
 
Background: 
Studio A Design Company, an interior design company, is renovating their space at 206 East 5th 
Street. The building is not within the Davenport Downtown Commercial Historic District, but it is 
in the C-D Downtown Commercial Zoning District. The project is therefore under the purview of 
the Design Review Board.  
 
Design Request: 
The applicant proposes a 16.4 square foot sign of foam letters, gold in color, and on the front 
facade of their suite facing South along 5th Street.   
 
Downtown Design Guideline: 
Wall signs are to be flush signboards or individual die-cut letters affixed on the face of the 
building. Sizing signs to fit the proportion of the face will maintain architectural quality of the 
building. Generally, the sign guidelines call for unique signs, lighter colors against darker 
backgrounds, and simple in design. Strong graphics, complicated signs, poor contrast, and 
broken planes are discouraged.  
 
Zoning Ordinance: 
17.12.060 Sign Permit Required 

4. For a structure that contains multiple tenants, each tenant that has exterior business 
facade area is permitted a total wall sign area of two square feet per linear foot of business 
frontage or 80 square feet, whichever is greater, along their individual frontage(s). 
9. Wall signs must be constructed of wood or simulated wood, metal, plastic, or high-density 
urethane (HDU) foam board or similar durable foam construction. Canvas and similar 
material wall signs and painted wall signs are prohibited. 

 
Staff Review: 
It is staff's opinion that the sign complies with the zoning ordinance and meets design 
guideline. It is made of durable foam construction and utilizes a lighter color against a darker 
background.  
  
 
Attachments: 
1. Sign Plan Sheet 



2. Application 
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Date:

Project:

Details:

Notes:

Design Specs:

Fonts:

Project Manager:
Designer:

File Location:

PLE ASE REVIEW THIS PROOF C AREFULLY!
Con�rm that all measurements in this proof are accurate before approval submission. We make every e�ort to assure accuracy on your project, however, it is your responsibility to 

ensure the accuracy of this proof including spelling and layout to your speci�cations. Approval of this proof constitutes legally binding subsequent production of the �nal product.
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Gold

Studio A

06/05/2026

Routed Foam Sign

Cinzel Regular

Wayne
Lisbet

Dimensional Letters

“STUDIO A DESIGN” : 10.5” T
Small letters: 4“ T
Divider: 100” x 3/4”

Wayne Briggs
Color: Sherwin Williams - Protege Bronze (SW 6153) 







City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 7/27/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case DR26-10: Request for Design Review, C-D Downtown Zoning District; Installation of a wall 
sign for Miss Phay Cafe, located at 512 Brady Street. Mun Luangruang, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends Case DR26-10 be approved in accordance with the submitted work write up 
and materials. 
 
Background: 
Design Request: 
The applicant requests approval to install one illuminated wall-mounted cabinet sign on the 
south elevation of the commercial building located at 512 Brady Street. The proposed sign will 
advertise Miss Phay's Cafe, which most recently remodeled its storefront in 2023. 
 
The proposed sign consists of: 

1. One internally illuminated cabinet sign. 
2. Overall dimensions of approximately 144 inches wide by 60 inches tall (60 square feet). 
3. Aluminum extrusion cabinet with a polycarbonate sign face and translucent vinyl 

graphics. 
4. Flush-mounted installation on the building façade. 

 
Background: 
In 2023, the Design Review Board approved exterior storefront improvements for Miss Phay's 
Cafe, including renovations that enhanced the building's appearance and activated the tenant 
space along Brady Street. The current request is limited to the installation of a new wall-
mounted business identification sign. 
 
The applicant proposes to install one internally illuminated cabinet sign on the south elevation 
of the building. The sign measures approximately 12 feet wide by 5 feet tall and will be flush-
mounted to the wall above the existing Hilltop Campus Village neighborhood branding sign. The 
Hilltop Campus Village sign functions as a permanent wayfinding and neighborhood identity 
feature and is intended to remain. 
 
The proposed sign is intended to improve the visibility of Miss Phay's Cafe from Brady Street. 
The design incorporates the restaurant's name, floral graphics, Thai script, and a dark green 
background that reflects the restaurant's established branding and complements the recently 
renovated storefront. 
 
Staff Review: 
The Downtown Design Guidelines recommend that plastic sign faces generally be limited to 



more contemporary buildings, discourage internally illuminated cabinet signs with plastic faces 
on older buildings, encourage light-colored lettering on dark-colored backgrounds for improved 
legibility, and recommend matte finishes on historic buildings. 
 
Staff finds that the proposed sign incorporates several design elements that are consistent with 
these recommendations. The use of a dark green background with light-colored lettering 
improves legibility while creating a cohesive appearance with the restaurant's storefront and 
overall branding. The color palette reduces the visual impact commonly associated with 
illuminated cabinet signs and is more compatible with the historic character of the building than 
a light-colored illuminated background. 
 
The proposal utilizes an internally illuminated cabinet sign with a polycarbonate sign face. 
Although cabinet signs are generally not the preferred sign type for historic masonry buildings 
within the Downtown District, staff recognizes the unique characteristics of this site. The sign 
will be mounted on a large, blank three-story brick wall that contains no storefront windows or 
significant architectural detailing. Additionally, the adjacent property to the south is vacant, 
making the entire south elevation highly visible to northbound traffic along Brady Street. Unlike 
a typical downtown storefront sign intended primarily for pedestrians, this sign is designed to 
provide business identification from a major arterial roadway. 
 
The proposed sign will also be installed above the existing Hilltop Campus Village neighborhood 
branding sign, which will remain in place. Staff finds that the vertical separation between the 
two signs allows each to remain visible and legible while serving distinct purposes. The 
neighborhood branding sign identifies the Hilltop Campus Village district, while the proposed 
sign identifies the tenant occupying the building. 
 
While the proposed sign does not fully conform to the Downtown Design Guidelines due to its 
use of an internally illuminated cabinet sign with a plastic face, staff finds that the design is 
appropriate given the unique conditions of the site. The blank south elevation, the building's 
visibility from Brady Street, the coordinated color palette that complements the storefront, and 
the continued investment in the property support approval of the request. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Background Materials & Photos 
3. Downtown Design Guidelines: Signage 
 
 



Date

Address

City | State | Zip

Phone

E-Mail Address

Address

Phone

Address

Phone

E-Mail Address

E-Mail Address

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Secondary Phone

Secondary Phone

Secondary Phone

Project Manager/Other

Property Owner

APPLICANT INFORMATION

APPLICATION FOR

DESIGN REVIEW
         DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

REVIEW DISTRICT MEETINSUBMITTAL DATE G DATE

Application Fee: NONE

MINOR & MAJOR ADDITIONS, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, &
NEW BUILDINGS SHALL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ITEMS*:

SITE ADDRESS & PARCEL OR LOCATION DESCRIPTION

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  (not a scope of work)

Office 563.326.6198
planning@davenportiowa.com

Dimensioned Site Plan (proposed & existing buildings/site items)
Landscape Plan
Grading Plan with 2 foot intervals (if needed)
Storage & Mechanical Screening shall be shown 

SUBMITTED

APPLICABILITY (PRIOR TO ANY WORK, APPROVAL IS REQUIRED)

Design Review Applications must be completed and approved
PRIOR to the commencement of the following types of work:
 New construction or an alteration to an exterior of a structure

where changes are visible from the public right-of-way
 New parking lots, fencing/walls, landscaping, or alterations of
 Sign installation or alteration
 Streetscaping element installation within the public right-of-way

•
•

••

•

•
•

* Major Additions & New Buildings may require more extensive information

Submit this form with attachments to: planning@davenportiowa.com

Formal Procedure
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of
Davenport. Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required. Inaccurate or
incomplete applications may result in delay of required regularly scheduled meetings.

(2) Scope of Board's Consideration:
Only work described in the application may be approved.
If insufficient information exists to make a proper judgment on the application, the Board may
continue the consideration a maximum of three regularly scheduled consecutive meetings,
excluding applicant requested continuances.

(3) Post Board Ruling:
If approved, design approval does not constitute a City permit or license and does vest
against any other land development regulation or regulatory approval. Applicant must contact
necessary development authorities.
Design approval expires one year from the date of approval unless a building permit is
obtained within such period. An applicant may apply in writing for an extension of time at any
time prior to the date of expiration.
Appeals to the Board’s determinations are $75 made to City Council and shall be in writing
submitted to the Zoning Administrator within 30 calendar days of Board’s decision.

ALL SUBMITTALS SHALL INCLUDE:

Full Scope of Work (SOW) attached as a .PDF
all work & materials shall be described & itemized/listed in detail

Digital photos of existing building/sign elevations/façades

Proposed color building/sign elevations to scale
rendering as proposed & depicted on existing building/signs

Material specifications: type, dimensions, & color

Type Applicant's Name here to serve as a signature

Acceptance of Applicant
I, the undersigned, certify that the information on this application to the best of
my knowledge is true and correct.  I further certify that I have a legal interest in
the property in question, and/or that I am legally able to represent all other
persons or entities with interest in this property, and acknowledge formal
procedure and submittal requirements.

I understand I am responsible for attendance at the meeting as shown on the
design review board calendar. The City reserves the right to require further
site studies as necessary.

By checking this box and typing my name below,
I am electronically signing this application.

CITY OF DAVENPORT
Development & Neighborhood
Services _ Planning
1200 E. 46th St
Davenport, IA  52807

Applicant Name | Company Name

revised Jan. 2026

MUN LUANGRUANG

2303 EAST 53RD ST.

DAVENPORT, IA 52807

563-528-2495

MUN LUANGRUANG

512 N. BRADY ST. DAVENPORT, IA 52801

563-528-2495

SIGNS NOW - JEREMY COLLINS

933 E. 53RD ST. DAVENPORT, IA 52807

563-391-5632

563-391-5632

07/15/26

512 N. BRADY ST. DAVENPORT, IA 52801

07/27/26Hilltop

Mun Luangruang has asked Signs Now to fabricate
and install an illuminated logo cabinet, to help potential
customers see Miss Phay (the restaurant) on Brady St.



60”

144”

QUANTITY 1 (LED LIT WALL MOUNTED CABINET SIGN)
ALUMINUM EXTRUSION CABINET FLUSH MOUNT TO WALL
POLYCARBONATE DECORATED SIGN FACE WITH TRANSLUCENT VINYL

512 N Brady St, Davenport, IA 52801

south elevation
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Miss Phay Cafe
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Design Request

• Installation of a wall 
mounted cabinet sign.

• Dimensions: 5’ x 12’

• Sign Area: 60 Square Feet

• Internally illuminated 
with LED lights.

• Materials: 

• Aluminum extrusion 
cabinet 

• Polycarbonate 
decorated sign face 
with translucent vinyl
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Sign Placement

Existing Proposed
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Consistency 
with Storefront
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