
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026; 5:00 PM 
 

City Hall | 226 West 4th Street | Council Chambers 
   

I. Call to Order 

II. Secretary's Report 

 1. Consideration of the July 14, 2026 meeting minutes. 

III. Communications 

IV. Old Business 

V. New Business 

 1. Case COA26-10: Request for rehabilitation of the auto house at 627 Ripley Street. 
The Louis P. and Clara L. (Krause) Best House is a contributing structure in the 
Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District. David Cordes and Bryan Pattschull, 
petitioner. [Ward 3] 

VI. Other Business 

VII. Open Forum for Comment 

VIII. Adjourn 

IX. Next Meeting: September 8, 2026 

 

 

 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 8/11/2026 
 
Subject: 
Consideration of the July 14, 2026 meeting minutes. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the minutes. 
 
Background: 
The July 14, 2026 meeting minutes are attached. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Meeting Minutes 7-14-26 
 
 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 

Tuesday, July 14, 2026; 5:00 PM 

Police Department | 416 Harrison Street | Community Room 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
Chairperson Kretz called the meeting to order. 
Present: McGivern, Hustedde, Eaton, Hoff, Adams 

Absent: Gomez, Kretz 
Staff Present: Werderitch 

II. Secretary's Report 

1. Consideration of the June 9, 2026 meeting minutes. 

 
Motion by Hustedde, second by Hoff, to approve the June 9, 2026 meeting minutes. 
Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote (5-0). 

III. Communications 

1. Understanding Historic Preservation Series 

2. Party in the Park 

IV. Old Business 

V. New Business 

1. Case COA26-09: Request for five replacement windows at 724 West 8th Street. The 

Charles Hill House is a contributing structure in the Hamburg Local Historic Landmark 
District. Pat Scranton, Petitioner [Ward 3]. 

 

Staff provided a summary of the request. The proposed project includes the 
replacement of five existing window units and associated surrounding framework on 
the east elevation of the residence. The replacement windows are proposed to 

maintain the existing double-hung configuration and will consist of wood windows 
with an exterior aluminum cladding, finished in white. At this time, the petitioner has 
not identified a specific window manufacturer or product line. 

Staff made a recommendation to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for five 
replacement windows at 724 West 8th Street in accordance with the submitted 
material, subject to the following condition: 

a. The replacement windows shall maintain the existing double-hung configuration 

and match the existing windows in size, proportions, operation, and exterior 



appearance. Final product selection shall be subject to review and approval by 
City Staff. 

 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060 C of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following 

standards: 

a. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather 
than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new 
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, 

where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated 
by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

 

Pat Scranton, petitioner, was present to answer questions from the Commission. She 
discussed the challenges of securing a qualified contractor to complete the proposed 
work and indicated her acceptance of the staff-recommended condition. 

Commissioners asked questions regarding the proposed replacement product and its 
potential impact on the surrounding trim. The Commission also expressed concern 
that the proposal was conceptual in nature, noting that a more detailed scope of 

work and project plan is preferred when reviewing window replacement requests. 

Motion by McGivern, second by Hustedde, to approve Case COA26-09 in accordance 
with the submitted materials and staff recommended condition. Motion carried by a 
roll call vote (5-0). 

VI. Other Business 

VII. Open Forum for Comment 

VIII. Adjourn 

Motion by Hoff, second by McGivern, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by voice vote 

(5-0). The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 pm.  

IX. Next Meeting: August 11, 2026 



City of Davenport 
 
Department: Development & Neighborhood Services Action / Date 
Contact Info: Matt Werderitch | 563-888-2221 8/11/2026 
 
Subject: 
Case COA26-10: Request for rehabilitation of the auto house at 627 Ripley Street. The Louis P. 
and Clara L. (Krause) Best House is a contributing structure in the Hamburg Local Landmark 
Historic District. David Cordes and Bryan Pattschull, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Recommendation: 
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the rehabilitation 
of the auto house at 627 Ripley Street in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060 C 
of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards: 

1. All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, 
place and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as 
adding conjectural architectural features shall be discouraged; and 

2. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such 
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the 
size, massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and 
district, if applicable. 

 
 
Background: 
Property Overview: 
The subject property is located at 627 Ripley Street and contains the Louis P. and Clara L. 
(Krause) Best House and its associated auto house. Constructed in 1909-1910, the property is a 
contributing resource within the Hamburg Local Landmark Historic District and is notable for its 
Spanish Mission architectural style. The detached auto house retains significant architectural 
and engineering features, including its original arcade, decorative masonry, chauffeur's 
apartment, and early twentieth-century garage design. Over time, alterations associated with 
the property's conversion to apartments in 1928 and 1951 substantially modified the building's 
exterior and interior, including infilling the open arcade, enclosing garage door openings, 
replacing original windows, and constructing an apartment within the first-floor garage space. 
The proposed project seeks to rehabilitate the auto house by reversing many of these non-
historic alterations and restoring character-defining features from the property's period of 
significance. 
 
2018 Certificate of Appropriateness: 
The Historic Preservation Commission approved a Certificate of Appropriateness (Case COA18-
04) on June 12, 2018, for the rehabilitation of the auto house through restoration of its original 
exterior appearance and interior configuration. The approved work included removal of non-
historic alterations dating from 1928 and 1951, restoration of original architectural features, and 
installation of historically compatible replacement elements where original materials no longer 



existed. 
 
Request & Project Scope: 
This request serves as an amendment to a previously approved Certificate of Appropriateness. 
The proposed revisions include the following: 

1. Revise the previously approved garage door design to utilize wood overhead doors that 
more closely replicate the appearance of the original carriage-style doors through the 
use of wood construction, tongue-and-groove boards, true divided-lite glazing, and 
applied crossbuck detailing while maintaining modern overhead operation. A recessed 
stucco filler panel will be installed above each door. 

2. Provide additional construction details for the restoration of the west elevation window 
openings, including replacement of the non-historic windows with new wood four-over-
four windows matching the original masonry openings and historic millwork profiles 
while retaining the existing stone sills. 

3. Remove the two non-historic window openings installed in the former north garage door 
openings during the 1951 apartment conversion. The openings will be infilled with 
concrete masonry units finished with stucco to match the surrounding wall while 
retaining the existing pedestrian entrance. 

4. Replace the non-historic first-floor windows on the east elevation with historically 
appropriate wood windows that restore the original size and proportions of the masonry 
openings. 

5. Repair and reconstruct deteriorated portions of the first-floor east wall and the east 
corner of the north wall, including relocating the entrance to the apartment to its 
original historic location based on existing physical evidence and historic documentation. 

 
Iowa State Historic Preservation Office 
The project was reviewed and approved by the Iowa State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
through the Iowa Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program. SHPO determined that the proposed 
rehabilitation work is consistent with the historic character of the property and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
The following summarizes the application and review process administered by SHPO. 

1. Part 1 - Evaluation of Significance: Building and site information is submitted 
through the ESHPO system to determine whether the property is historic and eligible for 
the tax credit program. 

2. Part 1.5 - Pre-Application Meeting: A collaborative meeting with SHPO and Iowa 
Economic Development Authority (IEDA) staff to review the proposed rehabilitation and 
provide preliminary feedback before final plans are prepared. 

3. Part 2 - Description of Rehabilitation: Architectural drawings, specifications, and 
supporting documentation are submitted for review to determine compliance with the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. Part 2B - Registration Application: The project's financial feasibility and readiness 
are evaluated through IowaGrants.gov to reserve available state historic tax credits. 

5. Agreement: A legal agreement is executed establishing the operational and 
preservation requirements associated with the state historic tax credit allocation. 

6. Part 3 - Certification of Completed Work: Following construction, final 



documentation, project expenses, and post-construction photographs are submitted to 
certify the completed rehabilitation and authorize issuance of the tax credits. 

7. Post Part 3 Amendment: A formal request submitted after completion of the project 
to modify approved rehabilitation details before final tax credit execution. (Completed 
in 2026) 

 
Staff Review: 
The Historic Preservation Commission previously approved the comprehensive rehabilitation of 
the auto house under Case COA18-04 in 2018. The current request does not alter the overall 
rehabilitation strategy but instead refines several components of the approved project through 
additional restoration details and minor design modifications. 
 
Staff finds the proposal represents a carefully researched rehabilitation that restores the auto 
house to its appearance during its period of significance. The application is supported by 
extensive historic photographs, architectural documentation, and existing physical evidence 
uncovered within the building, including remnants of the original arch openings, masonry, 
window openings, and garage configuration. These materials provide sufficient documentation 
to accurately restore significant character-defining features rather than relying on conjecture. 
 
Staff finds the proposed amendments continue to advance the objectives of the previously 
approved rehabilitation by more accurately restoring historic features and removing 
incompatible alterations dating from the building's apartment conversion. The revised garage 
door design more closely reflects the appearance of the original carriage doors while 
accommodating modern operational requirements. Likewise, the additional details provided for 
the west elevation windows, replacement of the non-historic east elevation windows, removal of 
the non-historic north elevation windows, and relocation of the apartment entrance are 
supported by historic documentation and existing physical evidence within the structure. These 
revisions improve the historical accuracy of the project and enhance the building's integrity. 
 
The project has also been reviewed and approved by the Iowa State Historic Preservation Office 
through the Iowa Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program, which determined that the 
rehabilitation meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. Staff concurs 
with that determination and finds the proposed work is consistent with the standards for review 
contained in Historic Preservation Ordinance. Overall, the project will significantly enhance the 
historic integrity of this contributing resource while preserving its character-defining features for 
continued use. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Application 
2. Historic Property Inventory Sheet 
3. Section 14.01.060. Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 
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Application Fee:  NONE

MINOR & MAJOR ADDITIONS, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, &
NEW BUILDINGS SHALL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ITEMS*:

  

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  (not a scope of work)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office  563.326.6198 
planning@davenportiowa.com

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Dimensioned Site Plan  (proposed & existing buildings/site items)
Grading Plan with 2 foot intervals (if needed)
Mechanical Screening shall be shown 

  
 

 SUBMITTED

    

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

•
•

•
•

•

•

* Major Additions & New Buildings may require more extensive information

Submit this form with attachments to: planning@davenportiowa.com

 
APPLICATION FOR

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

RESOURCE TYPE

SITE ADDRESS  & PARCEL NUMBER and/or HISTORIC NAME

 

  

 
 

 

    

 

  

Material specs: type, dimensions, color & manufacturer

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 

Formal Procedure
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to 
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of 
Davenport. Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant 
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required.  Inaccurate or 
incomplete applications may result in delay of applicant's scheduled meetings.

(2) Scope of Commission's Consideration:
Only work described in the application may be approved.
If insufficient information exists to make a proper judgment on the application, the Commission 
may continue the consideration a maximum of 60 days,  excluding applicant's continuances.

(3) Post Commission Ruling:
An approved Cert. of Appropriateness does not constitute a City permit or license and does vest 
against any other land development regulation or regulatory approval. Applicant must contact 
necessary development authorities.
Appeals to determinations are $75 made to City Council and shall be in writing submitted to
the Zoning Administrator within 30 calendar days of Commission’s decision.

ALL SUBMITTALS SHALL INCLUDE:

Full Scope of Work (SOW) attached as a .PDF
all work  & materials  shall be described  &  itemized/listed in detail

Photos or renderings of all existing building/sign façades 

Proposed color building/sign elevations to scale
rendered showing existing and/or proposed building materials

 

 

 
 
 

MEETING DATESUBMITTAL DATE

 

 

 
 
 

Materials Board of sample building materials proposed 

APPLICABILITY  PRIOR to any work  on applicable Historic Resources:

A Certificate of Appropriateness must be submitted & approved 
PRIOR to the commencement of the following:
  Any Building or Sign Permit changing the exterior (except demo)
  New construction/Addition or exterior alteration of a structure
  Sign installation or alteration

Demolition of any local or national historic resources shall require
a Historic Demolition Request Application

 
 
  
 

 

 

  
 

 

Acceptance of Applicant

I, the undersigned, certify that the information on this application to the best of
my knowledge is true and correct.  I further certify that I have a legal interest in
the property in question, and/or that I am  legally able to represent all other 
persons or entities with interest in this property, and acknowledge formal 
procedure and submittal requirements.

I understand I am responsible for attendance at the meeting as shown on the 
historic preservation commission calendar.  The City  reserves the right to 
require further site studies as necessary.

By checking this box and typing my name below,
I am electronically signing this application.

Type Applicant's Name here to serve as a signature

CITY OF  DAVENPORT
Development  &  Neighborhood
Services  _  Planning
1200 E. 46th  St
Davenport, IA  52807

Applicant Name  | Company Name

revised Jan. 2026

mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
https://www.davenportiowa.com/planning
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h!19sChIJYYlGY6814ocRiQKzI4SWRVE?authuser=0&hl=en&rclk=1
tel:5633286198
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=7274112
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=1024&PageType=Search
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=6481456&pageId=16764902
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/@41.5689532,-90.5562182,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h?authuser=0&hl=en
tel:5633266198
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
www.davenportiowa.com/dns
https://ecode360.com/35577272#35577346


David Cordes <davidlcordes@gmail.com>

18-82-010 - Best Residence and Auto House - Post Part 3 Amend 1 - Approved
2 messages

annie.greening@email.iowaeda.com <annie.greening@email.iowaeda.com> Tue, Jun 16, 2026 at 9:18
AM

To: "davidlcordes@gmail.com" <davidlcordes@gmail.com>
Cc: "shpotaxcredit@iowaeda.com" <shpotaxcredit@iowaeda.com>, "Nick.Sorensen@IowaEDA.com"
<nick.sorensen@iowaeda.com>

Date: 6/16/2026
Historic Property Name: Best Residence and Auto House
State Project Number: 18-82-010
Application: Post-Part 3 Amendment 1 (case 00037451, A-0001109)
Decision: Approved 

Good morning,

Thank you for your submission to Iowa’s Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program. Your
amendment for the above-referenced project has been reviewed, and we are writing to inform you
that it has been approved.

It has been determined that the rehabilitation described within the amendment is consistent with
the historic character of the property and, where applicable, with the district in which it is located
and that the project will meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.

If you have questions about this determination or need more information about the Historic
Preservation Tax Credit Program and state application requirements, please refer to
the SHPO/IEDA website or send an email to SHPOtaxcredit@iowaeda.com. Please reference your
project's state tax credit number in all communications.

Kind regards,

Annie Greening
Technical Preservation Reviewer
State Historic Preservation Office
annie.greening@iowaeda.com | +1 (515) 348-6218 | culture.iowaeda.com/shpo

Iowa Economic Development Authority

David Cordes <davidlcordes@gmail.com> Tue, Jun 16, 2026 at 10:24 AM
To: "annie.greening@email.iowaeda.com" <annie.greening@email.iowaeda.com>
Cc: "shpotaxcredit@iowaeda.com" <shpotaxcredit@iowaeda.com>, "Nick.Sorensen@IowaEDA.com"
<nick.sorensen@iowaeda.com>

Thank you very much for the update. 

Dave
[Quoted text hidden]
--
David L. Cordes

http://url9600.email.iowaeda.com/ls/click?upn=u001.dZqXjIdMzyiHk4XIpG6siAoICGoYUQPw9kHKjS7LY5Ttr9WXjeMcY6O4tq7DvHYgyP3BR5tg-2BZibqoGjeM13RsNdPNcZgfoDmx1NyrPODtZZjruBUhi92-2FADtMuTRPUVjsfUcyv8t2AqjCLfKk80qgyo2nBXQY7ktYAXK1zu8ITMud1kXGsQgcqzF-2FLIgxwbIxXk5-2BamyuWO04-2FqSo9cYUwTySo5SbYgQbsemsHEwULjyJ1ExBuBvx2m0rmxvsX1G8HQ5iKThK6Sp2hB-2BwBJlHZCJ-2FOiFSbudcOdSGHQGCiNWl3Ab8MZJZwvpZ0SGeRDgQGtkMUywlCcdfZ8r6Jr34KYILsIO3Xb4QgADie4LHQS4fqFhluI8xwVP0vnpkNlZrg9WunT4Wp2prPptKK4lG54HzPPoa0L-2BhtfkqYM7qK2np7qQ-2BIND3Uxh0ckzaknHQLdZhS7oENaXL9z87-2BmtSNihjCaXs-2FBB-2F7yYHHaxaYllFYMjmLb94-2FAk2UsmOy-2BT2AiT4oQi9oSOwCq0mnwBt5jM-2F-2B6OO-2B9wikfcu-2BysSs-2FXxJr1m0a06KevaD-2F6y-2BawY-2BZ72WJkrTkge5h5n4BQQKJDsE1AXRh4MU479qfEgwh-2F-2FxPVj1GzwaPZU3pJ4Sowlx4ixXDK-2FFv5DxwcKlVc0YxbeHkE-2FX-2BpTotXrv-2B2PSvcpbJ4vcKccpLHJL1uwJXehO4kVv06aXXQQCA8IWp8paT6UebEVCEJ3xrpO23zCOd1-2BcoLZD7XMHJthcfV5zB55Fny65e6aIMzyfLs3wUzUJv0JybLq-2FtpzXBUbu49Nb9w3jsUfvn97J62-2FJvwJ2IHoMJNNQR4AEx4YISqU5PKN2hmlUnkKwPXY9BAafYJKqm9N3EwvTnLrkHByP-2F25w2jVTnGg2SiW4VmAwTh23dwWhAin17Ikn2tnHS2mq-2BsUnDM4DBt-2FQTL3KMdZF1OkKQW772aW6vTFBtg3TA2KDbD90v-2FV0XRebDJmbDSptbtZg7-2B4jx5h9IuQmW0h1suTnJbfcWQRgIUoWqmR9c5Da5QnGHoGAkusZJIe7DySvLHXouoa1Jnd-2BaDk8A-2FykQIwIIEYZwisWDAlNLVb4TfAZwkw-3D-3DQFRv_Fzun9KhYafSxRCnH3B5kiQFIcfQz1e7lY4qK4-2Byz0JC1U7M4ImreZOUzphvctKn5ngcelFwjU-2FM3KlkqrFTVgzgHsX9NOIXSNP2wNIZQXXagiTnllxDQVAxXNMpAZSXJqUiTqKNGdsHbZgIM9Cm7lkTHJTf6r5IkKqtIzcNK-2FVTWi9aw5Z9pgEYqI4hYMUJf6-2Bo-2B3RwcqLWtlza7b7tfVA-3D-3D
mailto:SHPOtaxcredit@iowaeda.com
mailto:annie.greening@iowaeda.com
http://url9600.email.iowaeda.com/ls/click?upn=u001.dZqXjIdMzyiHk4XIpG6siBqo-2F-2BM5n6DuOrHBgAPPj6IDjmlybbXY-2BI0RkfuBz7DFzF0m_Fzun9KhYafSxRCnH3B5kiQFIcfQz1e7lY4qK4-2Byz0JC1U7M4ImreZOUzphvctKn5CtYuRZxRqiZ0eV6W6DKAEz7HUrCjaaMZkZiaMP2Qv1xgqcTY5EawBgtQxTf7pRmX2eem6h-2BNeVYYU19b-2F3B02b6HOdA19Nzuz-2FAX6DYTe-2FWghzgKNHRxNk9BM-2FboN2hpu51iTxw673yM53vS-2F1yR-2FQ-3D-3D


 

  



 



 

Existing Condition: 

The east wall has been subjected to forces caused by earth movement beginning in 1920.  
Substantial work was completed in 1950 to stabilize the foundation and structure. Parts of 
this work began to fail over time.  Additional stabilization work, which was quite substantial 
was completed in 2012.  This work has caused any movement in the structure and its 
elements to cease.  However, the effects of previous movement over time have left the first 
story level of the stucco covered masonry wall distorted with the lower part of the wall 
flared out to a noticeable degree.  No new movement has occurred for about 13 years.  

Number 7  Feature:  East and Northeast Wall  Date of Feature:  1910 



Plan of work 

The upper wall will be supported by needle beams and temporary posts as necessary. 
Portions of the wall will be dismantled and reconstructed, a small portion at a time, 
restoring proper alignment of the overall wall.  Original window openings will be maintained 
in exact location and exact size. This is a repair and not an alteration.  When completed, the 
wall will look the same as it does now except it will be straight and plumb.  Exterior stucco 
and paint will be matched, etc.  Interior white and brown finish brick will be reused.  

This matter was discussed with the SHPO but was not directly addressed as an item for 
approval as it is not an alteration to the property, but rather a repair. It was acknowledged 
that at least some repairs would be required. The subject of moving the entrance door back 
to its original location was discussed, and that it might be the advice of the engineer to 
restore it to its original location, and such advice should be followed.  At this time, the 
engineer does advise that the structure would be slightly improved by moving the door to 
its original location. Therefore, that is the plan of action.  



Name:  Best, Louis P. and Clara L. K., Residence and Auto House,    Address:  627 Ripley Street, Davenport, IA                                              SHPO Number:  STC18-82-010 

 

Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan Drawing 1, Page 1 
Floor Plan as originally constructed.  1910 

N 



Name:  Best, Louis P. and Clara L. K., Residence and Auto House,    Address:  627 Ripley Street, Davenport, IA                                              SHPO Number:  STC18-82-010 

 

Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 2 
Existing floor plan showing past modifications and proposed treatment.  

 



Name:  Best, Louis P. and Clara L. K., Residence and Auto House,    Address:  627 Ripley Street, Davenport, IA                                              SHPO Number:  STC18-82-010 

 

L P Best Auto House, various dimensions from exploratory investigation 

 

Dimensions of original openings, now in the interior and hidden by sheetrock. 

Original Garage Door Locations, S. Elev. (3 like this) 

West garage door width  8’ 9.5” brick to brick   (4.5+4.5+8’ 0.5”) 816 20th (grg dr width 8’10”,9’dr) 
West garage door height  113”   9’ 5”  (14.5”+8’2.5”)  
Height of garage ceiling 114.5”  9’ 6.5”       (16”+8”2.5”) 
Height of arcade ceiling 124.5”   10’4”     (26”+8’2.5”) 
Steam Pipes Obstruction 103.5”  8’9.5”   ht. above floor 
Proposed Overhead Door    96” ht. 8’ ht.     Opening. 
Proposed Overhead Door 104” w  8’ 8” width 
 
Original Arch Locations S. Elev. (3 like this) 

Height of arch, south elevation, western most.  112”  9’4” (13.5”+8’2.5”) 
Thickness of arch, south elevation, left, western most.   26.5”  (6”+7”+2.5”+11”)  
Piers between arches (width not including door jambs)   26” 
Width of Jamb material inserted in arch opening.   10” 
Width of arch exposed inside.   6” . 

Dimensions of exterior features 

Exterior garage door jamb opening (in arch) 9’ height from floor level. 
Piers between arches (not including door jamb)  26” 
Arch openings width, So. Elev. (excluding door jamb) 8’9” 
SW cor of bldg. to west arch opening fill line  26” each direction. 
West Arch  width.    56” 
West Arch height.   8’9” 
East Arch same assumed the same as above. 

NOTES W 1&2 

West Windows, first floor. 100” h x 35” w (original exterior opening)  

 Sill is 12” above floor.  (therefor, top of window = top of door openings) 

 

NOTES W 3&4 

East Windows, first floor.  71” h x 35” w  (original exterior opening) 

 

Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 3 
Table of various dimensions.  



Name:  Best, Louis P. and Clara L. K., Residence and Auto House,    Address:  627 Ripley Street, Davenport, IA                                              SHPO Number:  STC18-82-010 

 

Steam pipes at ceiling creates clearance consideration for 

overhead garage doors. 

Bottom of pipe is  8’ 9.5” above floor. 

Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 4 
Floor Plan showing steam pipe obstruction.  

N 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House.   
Plan drawing 1, page 5. 
South Elevation.  Shows where garage doors were filled in. The original arches were squared to accommodate the garage 
doors in 1928, then filled-in in 1951. Photo 2026. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 6. 
Partial south elevation. The garage door jambs left in place are visible. Photo 1988.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 7. 
Panoramic photo taken from downtown Davenport, camera facing NW.  Arrow points 
to Best Residence & Auto House.  Photo 1910. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 8.  
Zoom view from previous page.  Shows south elevation of auto house and a clear 
shape of the arches because of the nearly perpendicular view. Photo 1910. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 9. 
Camera facing NE. Shows open arcade with garage doors placed in backset wall.  Photo November 1923. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, page 10 
Camera facing NE. Cropped from a photo of adjacent house. Looking through the porte cochere of the adjacent 
house, the arches and doors of the Best auto house are clearly visible.  Photo 1911. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Residence and Auto House. 
Plan Drawing 1, Page 11. 
Best property in the distance showing garage with arches and partially obscured gar-
age doors behind. Foreground is Phillip Steffen at Overview mansion, 412 W 6th St.  
Camera facing NE. Ca. 1910. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K,  Auto House. 
Plan Drawing 1, Page 12. 
Proposed replacement overhead garage doors to be installed in the original location of the original outswinging doors.  
Wood construction, true divided lite, tongue and groove overlay plus crossbuck and frame overlay on top of t&g.  In-fill panel 
above 8 ft door.  In-fill to be 4” thick set to the back of 14” thick smooth stuccoed masonry opening.  Image April 2026. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K,  Auto House. 
Plan Drawing 1, Page 13. 
Elevation view of garage door opening with proposed overhead door and filler panel at top. Also 
shown are the ceiling heights of garage and arcade, and floor level above.  Drwg. 2026. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K,  Auto House. 
Plan Drawing 1, Page 14. 
Cross section view of garage door opening with proposed overhead door and filler panel at top. 
Opening to be covered with smooth stucco the same as original window openings. Also shown is 
ceiling heights of garage and arcade, concrete beam above opening, and 2nd floor level.   
Drwg. 2026. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 15. 
South Elevation, photo taken 2026.  Drawn lines to depict location of original openings with door jambs removed and arch 
corners repaired. Arches to be restored to this shape and size as guided by physical evidence.  Photo & Drwg 2026 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 16. 

View is in space above dropped ceiling and below original garage ceiling. Camera facing south. Single arrow points to a visi-

ble part of filled-in arch. Wall section (1-1/2”) above original door opening is between two arrows.  Photo taken during re-

pairs ca. 2013.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 17. 

View is in space directly below previous photo.  Corners of arch are visible at ceiling corners. Photo ca 2018.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 18. 

Wall on opposite side of room is infilled arch and garage door.  Refrigerator and pantry cabinet on right are placed in west 

side arch.  Upper access cabinet above fridge allow viewing unfinished wall as parts of arch as shown in following images. 

Photo ca. 2019   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 19. 

View looking to right side of filled-in arch approximately at the spring line.   Photo 2026. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 20. 

View is of filled-in side arch. Center of arch is at left. Arch opening still retains rough stucco, now very dirty and dark.  Open-

ing is filled in with tile block and brick.  Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 21. 

View is of filled-in side arch. Left side of arch is at left. Arch opening still retains rough stucco, now very dirty and dark.  

Opening is filled in with tile block and brick.  Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 22. 

View is of west wall with sheetrock removed for repairs.  Deeply furred out wall is visible as well has brown and white brick, 

the original surface of the garage interior.  Photo 2013.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 23. 

View is of part of west wall and ceiling with sheetrock down for repair. Photo 2013.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 24. 

View is of west and north wall with some demo done in 2019. Original Electrical Service location is in this location. Small 

hole in sheetrock on side shows concrete block as fill material in original north garage doors.  Photo 2019. 
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 25. 

View is of west wall at north corner and also of the pier on the north wall at the juncture with the west wall. 

Photo 2019    
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 26 

View is of west elevation, south part.  Filled in side arch is marked by arrow.  Overhead arch structure in the foreground im-

pacts ability so view west elevation in one photo.  Over head arch provides pathway for steam main serving the auto 

house.   Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 27. 

West elevation. View shows original openings for very tall garage windows, (west elev. north and west elev. South), which 

were partially filled in and fitted with smaller windows in the apartment conversion in 1951.  Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 28. 

Detail view, west elevation, north window. Original stone sill still in place. Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 29. 

Detail view, west elevation, north window. Partially filled in opening with 1951 window. Original stone sill in place.  Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 30. 

View of service court, arch, and west elevation of auto house. Children L to R, Gretchen Best and cousin Kay Karlowa. Origi-

nal garage windows are visible.   Historic Photo ca. 1910.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 31. 

West elevation, detail view original four-over-four windows.   Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 32. 

North elevation.  Original driveway aligns to location of original north garage doors.  Center door and two windows were 

added in 1951 when the garage doors were filled in with CMUs.  Original door at left was relocated from its original location 

just around the corner on east elevation.  Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 33. 

North elevation, proposed alterations.  Remove the two 1951 windows in former garage doors.  Fill with CMU and stucco to 

match. Leave added door in middle for access to garage.    Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 34. 

East elevation, camera facing south.    Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 35. 

South and East elevation. Camera facing north.  Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 36. 

East elevation on the right.  View shows two window openings, partially filled in, smaller windows installed 1951.     Photo 2026.   



Name:  Best, Louis P. and Clara L. K., Residence and Auto House,    Address:  627 Ripley Street, Davenport, IA                                              SHPO Number:  STC18-82-010 

 

Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 37. 

South window on east elevation.    Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 38. 

East elevation, north window.  Smaller window with infil above installed in 1951.    Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto 
House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 39. 

 

 
Single glass, clear, with a VLT of 90% or 

more.  

Full window screens to be provided.  No 

storm windows.  Window screens con-

structed of wood frames and metal,  black 

colored, low sheen sreen wire.  
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 40. 

Detail of window jamb details of auto house second floor windows.  Adapt as necessary to fit wall thickness in garage west 

and east windows.   



Name:  Best, Louis P. and Clara L. K., Residence and Auto House,    Address:  627 Ripley Street, Davenport, IA                                              SHPO Number:  STC18-82-010 

 

Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 41. 

Mill profile detail of second floor windows.  Included in this view are sash profile, stop profile, interior casing, and position 

of the stop and casing at the corner edge of the weight box. This information provides clear guidance for constructing the 

first floor garage windows.   Photo 2026.   
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Best, Louis P & Clara L K, Auto House. 
Plan drawing 1, Page 42. 

Mill profile detail of second floor windows. Sample of new sash profile material.  This to be used on first floor garage win-

dows.  Photo 2026.   
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City of Davenport, IA
Tuesday, March 25, 2025

Title 14. Historic Preservation

Chapter 14.01. HISTORIC PRESERVATION

14.01.060. Certificate of appropriateness review process.

[Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

Application for certificate of appropriateness. Upon application for a building or sign permit that
involves a designated property, the office of construction code enforcement shall direct the
applicant to the commission secretary to begin the certificate of appropriateness application
process. A certificate of appropriateness must be obtained from the commission for any activity
requiring a building or sign permit, except demolition, that would change the exterior architectural
appearance of a structure designated as a local landmark or a structure located within a designated
historic district. The activities covered shall include new construction, exterior alterations,
relocations, reconstructions and infill development within designated historic districts. This approval
must be obtained prior to the commencement of work and does not relieve the applicant from
obtaining the other approvals required by the City.

Notification about application. The commission secretary shall inform the owner(s) of record of the
date, time and location of the commission meeting at which the application will be considered. The
commission secretary shall also post the commission's agenda on the first floor City hall bulletin
board used for such purposes no less than one business day prior to the scheduled time of the
meeting.

Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to
any other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district.
In all cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration
the issue of economic feasibility and other technical considerations.

Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration; and

The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and

All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural architectural features shall be discouraged; and

Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and

Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and

Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old
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in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and

Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-
blasting and wetblasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to
be done, the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and

Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be
undertaken; and

New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such
improvements do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size,
massing, scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if
applicable.

Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C.

Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a
designated historic district; and

Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the
designated property; and

Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and

Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and

Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should
be compatible; and

Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration
and character; and

Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking,
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original
plan/layout and its visual character.

Determination by the commission. The commission shall review a completed application for a
certificate of appropriateness within 60 calendar days to determine if the proposed activity will
change any exterior architectural features of the designated property. The commission shall accept,
review and request additional evidence and testimony from the applicant during the public hearing.
The commission shall work closely with the applicant and recognize the importance of finding an
appropriate way to meet the current needs of the applicant. In addition, the commission shall
recognize the importance of approving plans that will be reasonable for the applicant to carry out.
The applicant may modify his/her plans as a result of the discussions with the commission and
resubmit them for approval. If the commission finds, by a simple majority, that the proposed activity
conforms to the standards for review, as defined herein, then a certificate of appropriateness shall
be issued approving said activity. If the commission fails to decide on an application within the
specified time period, the application shall be deemed approved. If the commission denies the
certificate of appropriateness, the applicant shall have the right of appeal to the City Council
pursuant to Section 14.01.040I.
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Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the owner(s) of record within 15
business days of the commission's action. If the commission denies the certificate of
appropriateness, the notification letter shall contain the reasons for denial and inform the applicant
of his/her right to appeal.

The commission secretary shall also notify the office of construction code enforcement within three
business days of the commission's action. If the commission issues the certificate of
appropriateness, the commission secretary shall inform the chief building official of said approval
and that the proposed work satisfies the intent of this chapter. However, if the commission denies
the certificate of appropriateness, the commission secretary shall ask that the building or sign
permit not be issued for said work unless an appeal to the City Council results in a reversal of the
commission's denial.

Appeal of commission determination. The owner(s) of record may appeal the commission's
decision to the City Council by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar
days of the postmark date of the notification of determination.

If no written appeals are submitted with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar days, the
commission's determination shall be the final action by the City.

Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner at the time of filing a written appeal to said
determination with the City Clerk.

Appeal criteria. The City Council, after hearing all of the evidence, shall review the commission's
decision and base its ruling on the following criteria:

Whether the commission has exercised its powers and followed the guidelines established by
law and ordinance; and

Whether the commission's actions were patently arbitrary and capricious.

Appeal — Public meeting. The City Council shall, by simple majority of the members present,
approve or disapprove the issuance of the certificate of appropriateness based upon the appeal
criteria described in Section 14.01.040I.
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